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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

ES-05 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - 24 CFR 91.200(C), 91.220(B) 

1. Introduction 

Meridian, Idaho receives an annual entitlement allocation from the U.S. Department of Housing and 

¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ όI¦5ύ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ .ƭƻŎƪ DǊŀƴǘ ό/5.Dύ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ 

Plan provides direction on the investment of CDBG dollars over the next five years, from 2022 ς 2026. 

Additionally, each year the City will produce an Annual Action Plan that details how the City will carry out 

the goals and objectives identified in this Plan.  

HUD provides a broad range of eligible activities that can be utilized with CDBG funding. A key feature of 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ Ƙow to use the funds. The City must determine which eligible 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ I¦5 ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ CƛǾŜ-Year 

Consolidated Plan to determine the most pressing needs and develop effective, place-based, market-

driven strategies to meet those needs. 

When developing a Consolidated Plan, the City must first analyze the needs within Meridian and then 

propose strategies to meet those needs. The Consolidated Plan and first-year Action Plan (2022) format is 

highly prescriptive, with many data points already populated into the HUD-provided template. 

The Consolidated Plan and First Year Action Plan have the following parts: 

¶ ES - Executive Summary 

¶ PR ς The Process 

¶ NA - Needs Assessment 

¶ MA - Market Analysis 

¶ SP - Strategic Plan 

¶ AP ς 2022 Annual Action Plan 

The Housing Needs Assessment (NA) and Housing Market Analysis (MA) outline levels of relative need in 

affordable housing, homelessness, special needs, and community development. This information is 

gathered through several methods, including consultation with local agencies, public outreach, a review 

of demographic and economic data sets, and a housing market analysis.  

The Strategic Plan (SP) details how the City will address its priority needs and utilize funding over the next 

five years. The strategies must reflect the current condition of the market, expected availability of funds, 

and local capacity to administer the plan. The Annual Action Plan (AAP) describes funding and projects in 

2021 and gives a more specific look into how the program will operate. 

/ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ I¦5Ωǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

development, and increase access to affordable housing free from discrimination. The City will embrace a 

high standard of ethics, management, and accountability in undertaking this work. The City will continue 
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ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ƴŜǿ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ I¦5Ωǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

level.   

2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs Assessment 

Overview 

Meridian's 2022-2026 Consolidated Plan is a five-year strategic plan that provides an outline of actions for 

the community as it works toward meeting the housing and community development needs of its low 

and moderate-income and special needs households.  The plan's development includes a profile of the 

community and its economy, an assessment of housing and community development needs, and the 

development of long-range strategies to meet those needs. 

The Consolidated Plan serves the following functions: 

¶ A planning document for the City, which builds on a participatory process among citizens, 

organizations, businesses, and other stakeholders; 

¶ A submission for federal funds under HUD's formula grant program for jurisdictions; 

¶ A strategy to be followed in carrying out HUD programs; and 

¶ A management tool for assessing performance, tracking success, and determining the course of 

future Consolidated Plans. 

The Consolidated Plan for fiscal years 2022-2026 was prepared in accordance with Sections 91.100 

through 91.230 of HUD's Consolidated Plan Final Rule. 

Below are the HUD objectives and the City's projected outcomes over the 5-year Consolidated Plan: 

1. Provide decent housing by preserving the affordable housing stock, increasing the availability of 

affordable housing, reducing discriminatory barriers, increasing the supply of supportive housing 

for those with special needs, and transitioning homeless persons and families into housing. 

2. Provide a suitable living environment through safer, more livable neighborhoods, greater 

integration of LMI residents throughout Meridian, increased housing opportunities, and 

reinvestment in deteriorating neighborhoods. 

3. Expand economic opportunities through homeownership opportunities, development activities 

that promote long-term community viability, and the empowerment of low- and moderate-

income persons to achieve self-sufficiency. 

3. Evaluation of past performance 

At the end of its program year, Meridian is required to provide an annual report to HUD that summarizes 

its performance for the program year. This report is called the Consolidated Annual Performance 

Evaluation Report (CAPER).  

The performance report (CAPER) must include a description of the resources made available, the 

investment of available resources, the geographic distribution and location of investments, the families 
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and persons assisted (including the racial and ethnic distribution of persons assisted), the actions taken to 

affirmatively further fair housing, and other actions indicated in the Strategic Plan and the Action Plan. 

Performance reporting meets three basic purposes: 

1. Provides HUD with the necessary information to meet its statutory requirement to assess each 

grantee's ability to carry out relevant CPD programs in compliance with all applicable rules and 

regulations; 

2. Provides information necessary for HUD's Annual Report to Congress, also statutorily mandated; 

and, 

3. Provides grantees an opportunity to describe to citizens their successes in meeting objectives 

stipulated in their Consolidated Plan. 

4. Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process 

Citizen participation includes actively encouraging citizens, particularly the low and moderate-income 

population, to participate in the planning process for the five-year Consolidated Plan, the Annual Action 

Plan, the submission of Substantial Amendments, and the development of the Consolidated Annual 

Performance Report (CAPER).  

The City encouraged and sought broad participation but especially encouraged participation from low- 

and moderate-income persons, residents of predominantly low- and moderate-income neighborhoods, 

minorities, non-English speaking persons, persons with disabilities, public housing residents, local and 

regional institutions, businesses, developers, and nonprofit organizations. 

All public meetings were held in a location convenient to residents, particularly potential or actual 

beneficiaries 

Citizen participation played a vital role in the needs assessment, market analysis, and the construction of 

the goals and priorities featured in the Consolidated Plan.  

5. Summary of public comments 

Meridian accepts and records all comments.  All comments and results from the online survey were 

recorded and utilized in helping to form the priorities, goals, and activities for the Consolidated Plan. 

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them 

Meridian accepts and records all comments.  All comments and results from the online survey were 

recorded and utilized in helping to form the priorities, goals, and activities for the Consolidated Plan. 

7. Summary 

Meridian has a revised Citizen Participation Plan (CPP) implemented and adopted in conjunction with the 

2022-2026 Consolidated Plan. The CPP provides the framework for public input into the allotment of 
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CDBG funds granted to the City. Meridian's CPP is used to guide how it gives notice and outreach to 

residents for public hearings regarding all aspects of the CDBG process.  
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THE PROCESS 

PR-05 LEAD & RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES 24 CFR 91.200(B) 

1. Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those 

responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source 

The following are the agencies/entities responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and 

those responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source. 

Agency Role Name Department/Agency 

   

CDBG Administrator MERIDIAN Economic Development, Mayor's 

Office 
TABLE 1 ς RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES 

 
Narrative 

The Meridian CDBG Program falls under the Mayor's Office.  The Program works closely with the 

Community Development Department, Planning Division staff, and Economic Development Division staff, 

as well as other Departments in the City such as Public Works, Finance, and Parks and Recreation. 

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information 

Crystal Campbell 

Community Development Program Coordinator 

Community Development Department 

City of Meridian 

33 E. Broadway Avenue 

Meridian, ID 83642 

208-489-0575 
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PR-10 CONSULTATION ς 91.100, 91.110, 91.200(B), 91.300(B), 91.215(I) 

AND 91.315(I) 

1. Introduction 

The City encourages a high level of agency consultation to best identify and address priority needs. This 

process ensures the participation of non-profit organizations and private citizens along with public 

agencies in a collaborative effort. In consultation with local partners, the City prioritized the community's 

needs. 

The City of Meridian conducted outreach and consultation efforts with citizens, local municipal officials, 

non-profit agencies, public housing agencies, governmental agencies, private organizations, and the 

Continuum of Care in preparing this Plan. 

tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health and service 

agencies (91.215(I)). 

While there are no public housing units in Meridian, an estimated 10 percent of the housing authority's 

total voucher supply are used within Meridian City limits. The City collaborated with the Ada County 

Housing Authority (ACHA), the local public housing authority, to assist the City in better understanding 

ACHA's resources and needs. ACHA and the City are both involved with the CoC. The CoC meetings 

provide an opportunity to collaborate with regional and local housing providers (public, non-profit, and 

private) and health and social service agencies (including private and non-profit mental health, 

emergency, and healthcare providers). 

Additionally, the City has developed a socioeconomic profile of Meridian that will identify gaps in service, 

likely partnerships, and needs of the community. The City is dedicated to extending further support to 

organizations that help meet the community's identified needs. 

One need that is readily apparent is the need for housing affordability and rental support. Meridian is 

dedicated to increasing its affordable housing inventory to ensure residents of all income levels can find 

housing in Meridian and provide necessary supportive services. City staff will continue to stay engaged 

with the housing affordability and supportive service community so the City can better provide important 

tools and resources to affordable housing developers and supportive service providers. 

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of homeless 

persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans, 

and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness 

The City participates in the CoC, locally branded as Our Path Home Connect, which includes staff members 

from neighboring communities along with healthcare, foster care and other youth programs, mental 

health providers, Ada County, law enforcement, nonprofit providers, state departments, and school 

districts among other entities. 
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In 2017, Our Path Home Connect launched coordinated entry, which provides a single point of entry for 

households experiencing homelessness. Due to the data collected through coordinated entry, Our Path 

Home Connect has identified four strategic initiatives: 

1. End family homelessness, 

2. Prevent first-time homelessness, 

3. Expand supportive housing opportunities, and 

4. Evolve the partnership. 

The involvement of foster care and other youth programs has encouraged the City to further evaluate the 

non-traditional homelessness experienced by youth and their families in Meridian. 

The City has also updated internal policies to include a representative from the CoC to provide feedback 

on the current needs to the CDBG Scoring Committee, which reviews applications for CDBG funding and 

recommends projects to be funded. This collaboration provides an opportunity to involve the CoC in the 

planning process and identify projects that will address the needs of those who are currently or at risk of 

homelessness. 

Additionally, the City acts as a liaison between the Behavioral Health Board (BHB) and the CoC. The BHB is 

facilitated by Central District Health (CDH) and is comprised of 23 stakeholders, advocates, and 

professionals including the Idaho Department of Corrections for adults, Boise Police Department, and 

Adult Mental Health staff that are responsible for discharging participants from state-run psychiatric 

facilities, and Children's Mental Health staff that work with families in crisis. Involvement with this group 

allows the City to understand the broader needs of the community as related to behavioral health in 

general and specifically for those who are being discharged from institutional settings such as mental 

health facilities and corrections program. 

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in 

determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate outcomes, 

and develop funding, policies and procedures for the administration of HMIS 

The City of Meridian does not receive ESG funds; the state is the only recipient. 

Allocation of ESG is discussed at the CoC meetings, which Meridian staff attend. The City leverages the 

CoC's strategy for use of ESG funds by funding homeless prevention activities. The City does not have any 

emergency shelters and the Rapid Rehousing (RRH) program serves countywide. The City continues its 

work with the Executive and Data and Performance Management Committees of the CoC to provide 

feedback on changes to the HMIS and data management process of the CoC. 
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2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process and 

describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other entities 

TABLE 2 ς AGENCIES, GROUPS, ORGANIZATIONS WHO PARTICIPATED 

1 Agency/Group/Organization City of Meridian 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

Services-Children 

Services-Elderly Persons 

Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Services-Persons with HIV/AIDS 

Services-Victims of Domestic Violence 

Services-homeless 

Services-Health 

Services-Education 

Services-Employment 

Service-Fair Housing 

Services - Victims 

Services - Broadband Internet Service Providers 

Services - Narrowing the Digital Divide 

Agency - Managing Flood Prone Areas 

Agency - Management of Public Land or Water Resources 

Agency - Emergency Management 

Other government - Local 

Grantee Department 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Lead-based Paint Strategy 

Public Housing Needs 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The City of Meridian provided insight into planning and 

zoning regulations, building code, disaster recovery, 

housing affordability, population growth, and the needs of 

low- to moderate-income residents. 
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2 Agency/Group/Organization Access Behavioral Health 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Services-Health 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Access Behavioral Health is an outpatient behavioral 

health clinic that provides many behavioral health services 

both in their home and on-site.  The organization serves 

everyone struggling with mental and behavioral health, 

including counseling, medication management, and home-

based services.  There are two locations in Boise and one 

in Nampa.   

A statewide shortage of behavioral health workers affects 

the capacity to facilitate necessary services.  Additionally, 

a mental health stigma prevents people from getting 

treatment and making needed changes. 

3 Agency/Group/Organization Ada County Highway Department 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

Planning organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Ada County Highway District is the regional 

organization that operates and maintains road 

infrastructure throughout Ada County.  The organization is 

responsible for constructing and preserving multi-use 

pathways, bike lanes, and ADA accessibility and oversees 

alternative transportation (commuter ride) systems for 

carpooling options.   

The organization must continue to support efforts to 

maintain and build infrastructure to accommodate the 

growth in Ada County.  The organization wants to ensure 

the infrastructure can accommodate all users; all abilities, 

commuters, and vehicular traffic. 

4 Agency/Group/Organization Ada County Sheriff 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Victims 

Other government - County 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Anti-poverty Strategy 
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How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Ada County {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ Office provides law enforcement 

services for unincorporated ADA County and fulfills a 

contract with three cities within the County.  It also 

manages the largest jail in Idaho and dispatch services for 

the fire and police departments in the County.  Boise and 

Meridian are both one of the top 5 largest cities in Idaho.  

The last decade of growth has been astronomical.  People 

are relocating and drawn to the area for improved quality 

of life, low crime, and opportunity.  This growth stresses 

the resources and infrastructure of the City.   

Currently, mass transit does not exist, traffic is a huge 

issue, roads cannot accommodate the crowds, schools are 

bursting at the seams, and housing prices are insanely 

high.   Agencies are doing their best to accommodate the 

growth personally within the Office of the Sheriff.   

It has been challenging to hire good, qualified people.  It 

takes a particular person to get into law enforcement, and 

finding housing for those who want to move here is 

challenging.  The Department is fortunate because the 

community accepts its presence, and there is a tangible 

level of respect from the public and agencies.  From this, 

the Department has fostered an excellent connection with 

the community where it is heavily involved in being a part 

of the solutions. 

5 Agency/Group/Organization Advocates Against Family Violence 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing 

Services-Victims of Domestic Violence 

Services - Victims 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

AAFV works to eliminate violence and abuse from the lives 

of all individuals regardless of identity or situation.  

Serving all the Treasure Valley, the organization provides 

advocacy, support, emergency shelter, housing, education, 

and community awareness to those in need.   

Additionally, the organization endeavors to build a strong 

community that promotes hope, healing, and strength to 

all seeking services for abuse. The housing program has 

recently expanded to 110 housing units on the Caldwell 
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campus, with 14 units existing around the community.  All 

units provide housing for low to moderate-income 

persons.  Approximately 97% of those receiving services 

and assistance through the shelter or housing program fall 

at or below 50% area-median income.   

The public needs to know that AAFV is more than a 

shelter; other inclusive services are offered, including 

holistic healing (from start to finish) for all seeking a life 

free from violence.  The organization provides the highest 

volume of services in Idaho, valuing personal agency and 

health guidelines.  All services and programs are offered 

without restrictions, regardless of identity or situation.  

Currently, throughout the State of Idaho, affordable 

housing is the most significant need for those with low- to 

moderate-income. 

6 Agency/Group/Organization Area 3 Senior Services Agency 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Elderly Persons 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Area 3 Agency provides support and services to the 

community through two unique branches.  The first is 

geared towards citizens ages 60 & over and provides 

resources for those who are disabled, experiencing abuse, 

or food insecurity.  The Meals on Wheels program 

supports the latter and serves the SW Idaho region with 

subsidies for the cost of meals.   

The Agency also provides in-home services, education, and 

workshop seminars that help seniors age in place through 

caregiver support, diabetes management, pain 

management, and support groups.   

The second branch provides adult protective services for 

vulnerable adults 18 and over to care for individuals where 

child protection services stop.  While the organization 

does not focus on housing, it is undoubtedly a top issue for 

clients.  Many clients need help with heavy household 

chores, yard work, groceries, and maintaining an 

independent living.  There is an ever-increasing need for 

homemakers and those providing chore assistance. 

7 Agency/Group/Organization Boise Rescue Mission Ministries 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-homeless 
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What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Boise Rescue Mission is the leading provider of 

homelessness services in Idaho.  The organization supports 

five shelter facilities in the Treasure Valley for men, 

women, and children with free meals available every day 

at 4 of the shelters.  There are 54 apartments between 

Nampa and Boise for those transitioning from 

homelessness.   

Additional services include showers, a clean and safe place 

to sleep, a job search program, an academic program, and 

mental health program.  Housing, food, and other costs 

increase due to the vast amount of people migrating to 

Idaho.   

Many are drawn to Idaho by affordable living and the 

liberty of leaving behind states with more restrictions and 

higher taxes.  While many organizations, like the Idaho 

food bank, helping with food scarcity, this continues to be 

a significant need in the Treasure Valley.   

Many are also unaware of the scope of the ministry; 

transitional housing and programs for integrating the 

homeless back into the community, academics for 

children, college scholarship funds, college road trip funds 

to help students find the right school for them, etc. 

8 Agency/Group/Organization Boise VA Medical Center 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Health 

Health Agency 

Other government - Federal 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Boise VA Medical Center provides health and housing 

services for veterans in the Treasure Valley.  These include 

wrap-around services to support stable housing for basic 

needs, health care (including mental health and substance 

abuse treatment), transportation/access to services, and 

direct supportive therapy.  Helping veterans through the 

housing programs also include support with the housing 
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search and assistance with HUD-VASH vouchers from 

BCAC Housing Authority or SICHA.   

About HUD-VASH: A permanent supported housing 

partnership between HUD and VA.  The VA provides the 

support services with wrap-around case management for 

veterans who qualify for VA health care and meet the HUD 

definition of homeless.  Additionally, veterans who 

demonstrate the need for ongoing supportive case 

management, veterans with limited time served, or those 

with an honorable discharge may qualify for homeless 

services for permanent supportive housing or temporary 

transitional housing.   

Finding and accessing affordable housing often takes 

months and is one of the most significant challenges the 

homeless face, especially with the lack of available, 

affordable housing in the City.  Receiving the HUD-VASH 

voucher is often just the first step.  HUD-VASH differs from 

Section 8 vouchers and is only available if VAMC provides 

case management services.  The organization is working 

with agencies that can provide case management services. 

9 Agency/Group/Organization Boys and Girls Club of Ada County 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Boys & Girls Club serves all youth and families in the 

community but focuses primarily on youth who need the 

most support.  Generally, the organization sees many 

working-class families that need affordable care, lots of 

very-low-income families who need a helping hand, and 

most kids would simply be at home without supervision if 

they were not at the Club.   

The Club provides safe and affordable childcare for 

families from 7 am-6 pm on non-school days and serves 

kids before school, 7 am-9 am, and after school, 3 pm-7 

pm, during the school year.  All youth are provided meals 

during our services and free counseling services that all 

Club families can access.   

Youth have access to targeted programming in Academic 

Success, Good Character and Citizenship, and Healthy 

Lifestyles.   
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While the things mentioned above are year-round, holiday 

help, referring to other agencies, providing workforce 

development opportunities, and generally looking to fill 

gaps for the people in the community who need these 

services.  Affordable housing, followed closely by stagnant 

wages, is the single-most pressing issue for families. 

10 Agency/Group/Organization Central District Health 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Health 

Health Agency 

Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Central District Health upholds regulatory health 

standards and policies through food education, septic 

system inspection, landfill operation, transfer station 

operation, health promotion and policy work, school zone, 

disease investigation and control, supplemental nutrition 

program, restaurant inspections, and grocery store and 

home inspections.   

The biggest challenge for the communities the 

organization serves is behavioral health; many people 

have mental health and substance use issues.  

Transportation and health insurance are direct barriers for 

those needing support for these issues.   

The cost of living in Meridian, in relation to wages, is also a 

barrier that affects public health.  The price of homes and 

rent has gone up significantly, making it unaffordable for 

lower to middle-wage earners.   

The community needs to establish a more robust 

workforce.  Lastly, food security; there are a lot of families 

who struggle to put food on the table. 

11 Agency/Group/Organization Meridian Chamber of Commerce 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

Business Leaders 

Civic Leaders 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Economic Development 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

The Chamber of Commerce is the association representing 

the business community in the city.  The Chamber also 
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anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

provides businesses with resources in advanced 

operations through programs and workshops.   

One of the most significant challenges in the community is 

that businesses are struggling to maintain the labor force.  

From the service sector to the healthcare industry, 

companies are experiencing labor shortages because 

many can no longer afford to live here.   

The minimum wage was a big issue 3 years ago, but today 

minimum wage does not cover the cost of living.  There 

needs to either be workforce housing or incentives for 

developers. 

12 Agency/Group/Organization El Ada CAP 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing 

Services-Children 

Services-Elderly Persons 

Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Market Analysis 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The El Ada Community Action partnership resulted from 

the anti-poverty act.  It was developed to serve those 

primarily within the low to moderate-income category and 

help move people from disparity to prosperity.  The 

organization provides community service programs, an 

extensive commodities food program, weatherization 

programs, veterans program, energy assistance programs, 

and supportive services around housing. 

13 Agency/Group/Organization Friends of Children and Families, Inc. (Head 

Start) 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

Child Welfare Agency 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Friends of Children and Families, Inc. (FOCAF) provides 

quality, comprehensive, family-centered, early childhood 

Head Start and Early Head Start services in Ada and Elmore 

Counties in Idaho.  This is made possible by a yearly grant 

provided by the Federal Government, state funds through 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), USDA 
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meal reimbursement, and other supplemental grants and 

funds like the Jan Williams Foundation.   

In Ada and Elmore Counties, the cities served by FOCAF 

are Boise, Star, Meridian, Eagle, Kuna, Garden City, 

Mountain Home, and Glenns Ferry.  FOCAF serves low-

income families at 130% of the poverty rate, experiencing 

homelessness, and foster care children.  Head Start and 

Early Head Start services include part-day preschool 

programming for children 3-5 years old with wrap-around 

services, including health and family support services.  

Currently, the biggest need for the community is 

affordable housing, transportation, and food accessibility. 

14 Agency/Group/Organization GiraffeLaugh Early Learning Centers 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Giraffe Laugh empowers families, provides resources for 

school readiness, and builds strong futures using school 

programs tailored for children through age five.   

There are three full-year sites, one preschool in the Boys 

and Girls Club, and one summer program for children from 

K- 5th grade.  Approximately half are low to no income.   

Further services include childcare/preschool, parent 

education, and an on-site food pantry. 

15 Agency/Group/Organization Good Samaritan Home 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing 

Services-homeless 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Market Analysis 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Based on an inclusive boarding house model, the Good 

Samaritan Home provides income-based housing for those 

who qualify.  Residents must have income, cannot be 

registered sex offenders or have felony violent crimes 

within the last seven years.   
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Housing is very scarce in the Treasure Valley.  The Home 

has over 100 people on the waitlist and this single facility 

can only serve 45 daily.  Due to regulations with state and 

federal funding, the organization is fully donor-funded and 

is looking to outsource case managers so it can receive 

other funding in the future. 

16 Agency/Group/Organization The Housing Company 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Housing Company is a property management agency 

that preserves available, affordable housing for 

underserved communities within the State of Idaho.   

The Company is focused on acquiring existing housing and 

projects to provide decent and affordable housing for low-

income earners.  The Housing Company provides housing 

solutions; there is support the whole way.  Individuals and 

families can come anywhere in the housing process and 

there are resources to guide them.  

The biggest need is affordable, accessible housing for 

minimum wage earners.  It is becoming increasingly 

challenging to accommodate the needs of clients due to 

severely increased rent and housing prices. 

17 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho Department of Corrections 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

Services-homeless 

Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

IDOC operates nine prisons in the State of Idaho.  The 

organization releases inmates regularly with the Treasure 

Valley releasing the highest number of inmates in the 

State.  Most are unemployed and without family, this 

results in many individuals relying on transitional and 

recovery housing.  The Department of Corrections 

provides funding for a month to give them a chance at 

finding a job and affordable housing.  Housing is critical; if 
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individuals have a safe place to live, the chances of being 

incarcerated again are severely reduced.   

Throughout the State of Idaho, there are 195 houses of 

this nature that the organization is responsible for.  

Provider services vary by entity, some offer a safe place to 

sleep, and others provide services for jobs, living, social 

support, AA, NA, and a positive community.  Safe housing 

out of the gate is paramount.   

Typically transitional housing is meant to be just that, 

however, in light of the housing market, individuals stay in 

transitional housing for more extended periods.  Many of 

the facilities have a waitlist causing some inmates to 

request a delayed-release.   

Many felons are misunderstood and end up at the back of 

the line for employment and housing opportunities; if this 

narrative could be shifted, we could keep people out of 

the system and get them back on their feet.   

More public involvement from landlords and property 

managers would be a great starting point so they can 

better understand the barriers many inmates face upon 

release.  It is helpful to open up the conversation, ask 

inmates why they have a felony and hear their story. 

18 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing 

Services-Children 

Services-Elderly Persons 

Services-Health 

Health Agency 

Child Welfare Agency 

Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The organization provides all health and human service 

programs for the State of Idaho.  The Department covers a 

lot of social determinants of health, food stamps, 

childcare, energy assistance, utility assistance, Medicaid, 

Medicare, welfare, behavioral health, and access to health 

care. 

19 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho Department of Labor 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Employment 

Other government - State 
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What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Economic Development 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Idaho Department of Labor provides services to job 

seekers for local, statewide, national, and government job 

listings.  Additionally, the organization provides job 

seekers with job search assistance, registered 

apprenticeship opportunities, job search workshops and 

networking opportunities, career guidance and 

assessments, assistance applying for unemployment 

insurance benefits, and specialized services for veterans, 

youth, adults, dislocated, migrant and seasonal 

farmworkers and senior workers.   

The Department also provides services to support local 

businesses through employee recruitment and retention, 

labor market information, assistance complying with labor 

laws, business seminars and workshops, employee 

training, and business expansion.   

The Department serves a broad spectrum of the 

population, ranging from low-income populations such as 

public assistance recipients to migrant and seasonal 

farmworkers and other low-wage earners to white-collar 

job seekers looking for a career change.  The services are 

suitable for the entire population of the state.   

Like most locations around the State of Idaho, housing and 

transportation are critical issues for residents in the Valley.  

Improved access to public transportation could ease much 

of the concern that many low-to-moderate income 

residents encounter daily.  The housing shortage 

significantly impacts low-to-moderate income households 

and minimum wage earners. 

20 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho Division of Vocational Rehab 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Idaho Division of Vocational Rehab is a state agency 

that is primarily federally funded and receives a small 

portion of matching funds.  The organization supports 

individuals with disabilities and trains them to be 

successful in employment beginning at age 14.   
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The Center also encourages businesses to support an 

inclusive and diverse workforce through training services 

in disability etiquette.   

Many individuals and families in the community who 

qualify for services are not aware of what the organization 

offers.  There is also a great need for more diverse 

transportation infrastructure because it is a frequent 

barrier for clients. 

21 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho Foodbank 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Idaho Food Bank carries out food distribution to 

pantries and organizations across Idaho.  Partnering with 

group homes, senior centers, and nonprofits, the Idaho 

Food Bank ensures each entity follows food safety 

standards, maintains compliance, and maintains fully 

stocked pantries.   

The organization also provides cooking classes, community 

education from the nutrition team, and supports school 

programs 

22 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho Head Start Association 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Idaho Head Start Association is the official state 

association of Head Start and Early Head Start Programs in 

the State of Idaho.  The organization fulfills policy work, 

advocacy, promotion, and partnerships so young children 

can have a voice and receive the services they need.   

The Association faces a few barriers to successfully 

providing services to the communities.  Many programs 

are underfunded, such as those that support moving kids 

and families out of poverty.   

The programs are losing staff and are not able to thrive in 

the Valley.  The State is also experiencing a staff shortage 

because early childhood educators does not earn high 

enough wages. 
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23 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho Housing and Finance Association 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Services-homeless 

Service-Fair Housing 

Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

HOPWA Strategy 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Idaho Housing & Finance Association is a financial 

institution and administrator of affordable housing 

resources.  The Association provides feasible housing 

solutions for renters and buyers through financial 

guidance, tenant support, and financing options.   

IHFA strives to reduce homelessness for youth, veterans, 

and people who are experiencing chronic homelessness.  

Most of the homeless population is 30% AMI and below.   

In the homeownership area, much of the market is 

comprised of earners who are 120% AMI and below and 

renters who are 60% AMI and below.  The general public 

does not have a well-rounded awareness of the many 

facets of IHFA.  Most think IFHA provides 1st time home 

buyer loans, which is correct, but the number of other 

areas served is unknown to the average resident.   

It is worth mentioning that the current wages and lack of 

available housing are a serious problem in the Treasure 

Valley; there simply is not enough affordable housing. 

24 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho Nonprofit Center 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 
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How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Idaho Nonprofit is the Idaho state association of 

nonprofits, and there are currently 800 

members/organizations, with a bulk of these residing in 

the Treasure Valley.  The Idaho Nonprofit provides training 

support and resources to nonprofits in leadership 

development, financial literacy, board training, and 

training webinars to help increase effectiveness.   

The organization also supports the advocacy side of things 

through the lobbyist arm of the organization by tracking 

state legislation that affects nonprofits and ensuring 

jurisdictions are informed at the state and local levels.  

The Idaho nonprofit also facilitates educating policy 

members of the sector by analyzing macro-level 

indicators.   

Idaho Nonprofit is a big advocate for educating cities and 

funders on grant funding best practices.  It is vital to 

ensure these financial resources are turned on within the 

community and not diverted improperly.  Idaho Nonprofit 

wants to facilitate the admin side of grant funding that 

assists each nonprofit with capacity and direction for 

project completion so each nonprofit can purely focus on 

fulfilling its mission.  Idaho Nonprofit is connecting the 

dots on what nonprofits need to function.   

It is important to know that the organization has all the 

resources to be successful in connecting nonprofits with 

bookkeeping services, reporting, financial management, 

government best practices, and any other support needed 

along the way.  It would be most beneficial to the parties 

involved that one day there exists an element of federal 

and/or state dollars set aside within the contract that 

provides admin in the grant funding process. 

25 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho State Independent Living Council 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Elderly Persons 

Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

The Idaho State Independent Living Council is the 

statewide entity that works with independent living 

centers to support individuals and families with disability.  

The Council works on systemic issues through advocacy, 

public outreach, and education.   
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consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 
The most significant need for those the agency serves is 

affordable, accessible housing for those with disabilities 

AND the care workers who help support them.  The 

housing shortage directly impacts those who provide and 

receive services due to low wages and those with fixed 

incomes.   

The public should know that the organization does not 

provide direct services but systemic advocacy.  The 

primary focus of the organization is to educate 

policymakers, nonprofits, and organizations representing 

landlords. 

26 Agency/Group/Organization Idaho Youth Ranch 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

Services-homeless 

Child Welfare Agency 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Idaho Youth Ranch offers accessible programs and 

services for youth and families going through trauma and 

crisis.  Services include outpatient services, counseling 

centers, mental tele-health, e-point assisted 

psychotherapy, adoption services, and residential shelters 

in the Treasure Valley.   

To many, the IYR is a thrift store but is unaware of the 

menu of services funded by the store.  The City needs 

more resources for families along a whole continuum.  

There are not a lot of resources for kids struggling with 

mental health, and it is a lot for families to navigate. 

27 Agency/Group/Organization JUB Engineering 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Business Leaders 

Civic Leaders 

Business and Civic Leaders 

Major Employer 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Economic Development 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

JUB Engineers is a full fleet civil engineering firm that 

offers grant writing, planning, planning involvement 

specialist, and general education.  The bulk of the clientele 

is local jurisdictions and municipalities.  A vast majority of 

work that goes into this designation ends up coming from 
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planning, environmental and grant writing, and 

environmental reviews.   

The area is experiencing an influx of people, and various 

communities are underserved and underfunded.  The 

community needs assistance to keep up with this growth. 

28 Agency/Group/Organization Life's Kitchen 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

Services-homeless 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

[ƛŦŜΩǎ Kitchen is a social enterprise 501(c)(3) nonprofit that 

trains at-risk youth ages 16-24.  The agency serves young 

adults with nowhere to go; many are displaced, come 

from low-income families, are homeless, recently out of 

foster care, or aging out of the system.   

The organization uses kitchen skills to teach kids hard skills 

for jobs and soft skills for effective communication in and 

out of the workplace.  Education extends into life skills 

classes, healthy relationships, financial aptitude, renting, 

insurance, etc.  Youth can also receive their GED while 

attending the 16-week program.  The organization is 

supported as a social enterprise and funding with 50/50 

assistance through SNAP. 

29 Agency/Group/Organization Meridian - Mayor's Senior Advisory Board 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Elderly Persons 

Civic Leaders 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The City of Meridian Mayors Senior Advisory Board 

(MSAB) is made up of a group of nine Meridian residents 

who are above the age of 55.  MSAB has accomplished 

several ad hoc projects and has coordinated many events 

since its establishment.   

Housing and transportation seem to be the most 

significant needs in Meridian for low- to moderate-income 

residents.  This is a need that becomes even more critical 

when considering members of the senior population who 

inhabit assisted living or low-income senior housing. 
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30 Agency/Group/Organization Metro Meals on Wheels 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Elderly Persons 

Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Meals on Wheels Metro Boise delivers and serves more 

than 1,500 meals each weekday (up to 300 meals a day 

over this time last year) to homebound seniors throughout 

Ada County, Emmett, Middleton, and a portion of 

Caldwell. They also serve congregate meals in senior 

centers in Boise, Meridian, Eagle, Kuna, Star, and Marsing, 

as well as Northgate Senior Village and Samaritan Village 

in Boise. Additionally, more than 950 meals are delivered 

every weekend.  Nutritional food is the most significant 

need at the moment.   

The organization receives a lot of support and donations, 

but it can be challenging to get produce as it needs to be 

used quickly. 

31 Agency/Group/Organization Meridian Development Corporation 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Employment 

Other government - Local 

Planning organization 

Business Leaders 

Civic Leaders 

Business and Civic Leaders 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Economic Development 

Market Analysis 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Meridian Development Corporation is a product of the 

City Council and oversees the historic downtown 

restoration and urban development.  The organization 

aims to make downtown Meridian accessible to all, bring 

in local businesses and help them be successful, build a 

strong workforce with affordable workforce housing, and 

bring the community together. 

32 Agency/Group/Organization Meridian Library District 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Education 

Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 
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How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Meridian Library provides the community access to 

classes, books, material, mentorship, and collaboration.  

Services are offered for people of all ages and abilities, 

including youth, seniors, and those with disabilities.  

Services include book clubs, after-school programs, 

support with jobs & careers, tutoring, and story time.   

The public is unaware of the breadth of services the library 

offers. 

33 Agency/Group/Organization Meridian Police Department 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Victims of Domestic Violence 

Services-homeless 

Services - Victims 

Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Meridian Police Department provides law 

enforcement and assistance with the rights service of 

victims within the criminal justice umbrella.  The 

Department supervises 27 investigators and professional 

staff, and the caseload is split between Persons Crimes, 

Property Crimes, and Narcotics investigations.  

 Safe and affordable housing is the most crucial need at 

the moment.  Specifically, with victims of crimes and 

intimate partner violence, there is a need for a safe, 

secure, and stable home environment.   

It is essential that the economic element that victims must 

overcome to break free from their abuser.  Often, the 

money and ability to find affordable housing and 

assistance are unavailable, so the victim cannot afford to 

leave and provide for themselves.  This traps them in an 

abusive or unsafe environment. 

34 Agency/Group/Organization CATCH, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

Services-homeless 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 
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How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

CATCH operates Our Path Home.  Our Path Home is the 

local public-private partnership working to end 

homelessness in Ada County. This partnership embraces 

service models and philosophies that embody that 

permanent housing is the solution to homelessness and 

that housing is healthcare.  The organization is working to 

end homelessness for children and families in Ada County 

by providing pathways toward permanent housing.  This is 

done through collaboration with local partners to offer 

warming shelters, supportive housing plans, resolution 

assistance, and prevention efforts.   

The public knows that the organization helps with 

homelessness but is unaware of the breadth of offered 

services.  Assistance from homelessness through to 

securing housing with help throughout the process.  

Available and affordable housing is easily the missing piece 

in Meridian.   

With rent increasing, more and more people need housing 

solutions or have difficulty maintaining secure housing.  

This results in a backup with temporary housing and the 

warming shelters because people must stay in them 

longer to avoid sleeping on the streets. 

35 Agency/Group/Organization PEER Wellness Center 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Health 

Recovery Center 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Peer Wellness Center assists people with mental 

health and substance abuse disorders.  The Center has 

recovery coaches unique to each client who works to 

remove barriers such as transportation, services, housing, 

etc.   

They also provide 12-step meetings, support groups, 

trauma groups, monthly sober events, assistance with the 

opioid crisis, a food pantry, hydrating services, and the day 

one program to support those getting out of prison with 

food, clothing, food stamps, and halfway houses.   

The public needs to know more about the gravity of the 

situation and what it looks like to provide extensive 

services for those in recovery.  Their clientele needs a safe 

place to go and support along the way to stability.   The 

community can better provide resources to those in need 
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by bringing awareness to what is happening on the 

streets. 

36 Agency/Group/Organization Project ECHO 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Health 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Project ECHO offers continued education and resources 

for healthcare professionals through mentorship to meet 

the needs of their patients.  The organization specializes in 

subject matter experts who lead virtual training for nurses, 

counselors, and anyone helping meet the needs of 

patients.  

 Services are composed of three main branches: 

behavioral health infectious disease, and high-risk 

pregnancy.   

Idaho is one of the lowest-performing states in terms of 

healthcare; patient outcomes are 5th in the country for 

suicide completion, and there is a 30% increase in drug 

overdoses.  Overall the State struggles with diseases of 

despair (substance abuse and mental instability). 

37 Agency/Group/Organization Recovery United 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Health 

Substance and Addiction/Recovery 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Recovery United is a recovery community center that 

provides intervention and long-term support for adults 

with behavioral health issues.  Services include recovery 

coaching, support groups, social events, connections to 

treatment, advocacy, and community education events.   

The biggest issue the agency is currently facing is that 

there are not enough providers to support the care of 

Recovery United clients.  This has resulted in long waitlists 

to receive treatment.  There is also a lack of housing which 

is paramount for those in recovery.   

The public is not always aware that Recovery United has 

supported access to treatment.  It can be challenging to 

navigate the system and support throughout with funding, 

appointments, and referrals to proper providers to help 

those along their path to recovery. 
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38 Agency/Group/Organization Supportive Housing and Innovative Partnerships 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing 

Services-homeless 

Services-Health 

Services-Employment 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Homelessness Strategy 

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

SHIP provides transitional housing for individuals and 

veterans with substance abuse, mental health issues, and 

who are experiencing homelessness.  To provide well-

rounded support, clients receive help with employment 

opportunities, transportation, enhanced safety, sober 

programs, and more.   

SHIP facilities include 13 houses, four vans, and many 

retail stores, all run by a team of 60 employees.  

Traditional safe and sober housing should be a revolving 

door, but people are staying in transitional housing with 

rent becoming unaffordable within the Treasure Valley.  A 

daily waitlist of 30-40 people a day is now standard.  If 

people do not get the help they need, they fall back into 

old habits.  Rent in transitional housing with SHIP is 

$425/month.   

Addiction can be seen as a disease of choice that acts as a 

barrier for donors.  It would be great if the public could 

see SHIP as an organization providing a much-needed 

service and continue giving people a chance no matter 

how many times they relapse.  SHIP also allows for all 

medications for pain and recovery and Medicaid-assisted 

treatment. 

39 Agency/Group/Organization Terry Reilly Health Services 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Health 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

Terry Reilly provides primary care, dental care, and 

behavioral health care in the Treasure Valley.  The 
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consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

organization conducts outreach to those with barriers to 

care, including farmworkers, the homeless, and very-low 

and low- and moderate-income individuals and families.  

All these services are available to low-to-moderate 

residents in Meridian.   

In FY2021, 1,577 unduplicated Meridian residents were 

served.  Affordable housing is the greatest need for the 

clientele the organization serves.  The second biggest need 

is additional behavioral health services.   

At Terry Reilly everyone can be served, not just those who 

do not have insurance.  Care is based on a sliding scale so 

all can afford access to the care they need. 

40 Agency/Group/Organization NeighborWorks 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

NeighborWorks Boise is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit community 

development organization that has, for 40 years, helped to 

revitalize neighborhoods and improve lives throughout the 

region by addressing the housing needs in our community.   

They provide affordable housing solutions, through our 

continuum of programs and services, that educate, 

empower and offer the necessary resources so low- to 

moderate-income Idahoans can obtain, retain, and 

maintain their home. 

41 Agency/Group/Organization Treasure Valley Family YMCA 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

Treasure Valley YMCA provides youth services before and 

after school, infant toddler to preschool childcare, gym 

facilities, sports camps, and resident camp.  The YMCA 

serves children of early childhood infants (0-5) and school-

age (5-12) and offers financial assistance and scholarships 

to target low-income ALICE families.  The mission of YMCA 

is to strengthen communities through youth development 

and give back to the community.   
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The most significant need in the community is financial 

support for childcare, including transportation to and from 

childcare facilities. 

42 Agency/Group/Organization Trivium Life Services 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Criminal Justice Program 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Homelessness Strategy 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

The Idaho branch of Trivium provides services for the 

domestic violence offender program that is 52 weeks long.  

Trivium clients are court-ordered, probation ordered, or 

parole ordered.   

Access to affordable housing is the most significant need 

for the community.  Many clients have a felony or are 

coming out of prison and require employment quickly to 

get back on their feet.  In addition, transportation and 

systems of support are also vital for those transitioning 

from prison. 

43 Agency/Group/Organization United Way of Treasure Valley 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

Market Analysis 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

United Way fosters a health and human service space, 

working to create opportunities for very low to middle-low 

individuals and families to reach a place of independence.  

The efforts of the United Way cover physical, mental, and 

financial stability.   

The most significant need is affordable short-term (1-5 

years) rental housing proximal to employment centers for 

those under 50% rent burden.  The United Way is not a 

direct service provider but a data provider and 

collaboration for systems of change organization.  Efforts 

are focused on bringing resources close to housing, food, 

child care, education, and community.   

The current challenge is that people are flocking to this 

area, which pushes our clients further West and further 

from the support they need. 
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44 Agency/Group/Organization Valley Regional Transit 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

Public Transit 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

This is the regional public transit for Ada and Canyon 

County that is responsible for managing resources, 

coordinating services, travel demand management, 

informational programs, and overseeing the full spectrum 

of mobility.   

The public must understand transit as the fabric of the 

community.  It works for everyone, whether you are 

vulnerable or otherwise. 

45 Agency/Group/Organization ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ LƴŎΦ  

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Victims of Domestic Violence 

Services - Victims 

What section of the Plan was 

addressed by Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the 

Agency/Group/Organization 

consulted and what are the 

anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved 

coordination? 

WCA provides services to individuals who have suffered 

the trauma of domestic abuse, domestic violence, and/or 

sexual assault.  The organization serves anyone who needs 

support, no matter where they live or how they come to 

the center.  The services provided are free and available 

regardless of the ability to pay; women, children, men, and 

individuals who are gender non-conforming.   

The menu of services includes the shelter, hotline support, 

court advocacy at the Ada County Courthouse, counseling, 

case management, and financial empowerment classes.  

Affordable housing is the most critical need for the clients 

the agency serves.  This directly impacts the ability to 

leave an abusive or violent household.   

The public needs to understand that domestic abuse is not 

always violent - in fact, most abuse is not visible.  Instead, 

it consists of the systematic erosion of a feeling of self-

worth through nonphysical means - like belittling, 

gaslighting, financial control, and threats to beloved 

people or pets. 
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Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting 

The City continues to consult with all required organizations in helping to formulate a strategy for the 

efficient use of HUD Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. Every agency identified was 

offered an opportunity to participate in the development of the plan. While no agencies were left out, the 

City does not have a citizen's advisory group to consult with. 

Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan 

Name of Plan Lead 
Organization 

How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with the goals of 
each plan? 

Continuum of 

Care 

Our Path Home Our Path Home and the City of Meridian are both committed to 

ensuring greater access to fair and affordable housing, the 

reduction/prevention of homelessness, and access to credit for 

homeownership.  The City participates in many joint efforts and 

organizations with Our Path Home to help support increasing 

housing options for residents. 
TABLE 3 ς OTHER LOCAL / REGIONAL / FEDERAL PLANNING EFFORTS 

Describe cooperation and coordination with other public entities, including the State and any 

adjacent units of general local government, in the implementation of the Consolidated Plan 

(91.215(l)) 

Meridian coordinated and sought feedback on community needs from local and State level partners.  The 

City consulted with Central Health District, Idaho Department of Corrections, Idaho Department of Health 

and Welfare, Idaho Department of Labor, Idaho Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, Idaho Housing and 

Finance (IHFA), and Idaho Commerce about their rural broadband initiatives.  

The City consistently consults with the neighboring HUD entitlement communities of Boise, Nampa, and 

Caldwell. 

Narrative (optional): 

Meridian is focused on providing a wide opportunity for residents to participate in the Consolidated 

Planning process.   The City consulted with a variety of stakeholders including broadband service 

providers and emergency management departments. It will continue to do so on an annual basis during 

the development of subsequent Annual Action Plans (AAP) in the future. 
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PR-15 CITIZEN PARTICIPATION ς 91.105, 91.115, 91.200(C) AND 91.300(C) 

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation 
Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting 
 

Citizen participation includes actively encouraging citizens, particularly the low and moderate-income population, to participate in the planning 

process for the five-year Consolidated Plan, the Annual Action Plan, the submission of Substantial Amendments, and the development of the 

Consolidated Annual Performance Report (CAPER). All notices of public meetings relating to this process are published in the local newspaper 

before the public meeting.   According to HUD guidelines, the Consolidated Plan and First-Year Action Plan draft was posted on the City's website, 

made known to grant subrecipients, and noticed in the local newspaper.  

The City encouraged and sought broad participation but especially encouraged participation from low- and moderate-income persons, residents 

of slum and blighted areas, residents of predominantly low- and moderate-income neighborhoods, minorities, non-English speaking persons, 

persons with disabilities, public housing residents, local and regional institutions, businesses, developers, nonprofit organizations, philanthropic 

organizations, and community or faith-based organizations. 

All public meetings are held in a location convenient to residents, particularly potential or actual beneficiaries. Meetings are held at times to 

provide maximum flexibility for an array of citizen schedules. Attention is given to ensure meeting times increase the probability of full citizen 

participation. 

Additionally, the Consolidated Plan and Action Plan can be made available in Spanish upon request. All Public Hearings and Comment Periods are 

advertised in the local newspaper of general circulation.   
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Citizen Participation Outreach 

Sort Order Mode of O
utreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments not 
accepted and reasons 

1 Other Minorities 

  

Non-English Speaking - 

Specify other language: 

Spanish 

  

Non-targeted/broad 

community 

COMMUNITY SURVEY.  

The City had a CDBG 

Community Survey was 

open from January 2 - 

April 15, 2022, that 

asked respondents to 

help determine the 

most important needs 

of the community.  A 

total of 281 people 

responded to the 

survey.  City staff tabled 

at the Meridian Senior 

Center on January 31, 

2022, and at the Boys 

and Girls Club on 

February 1, 2022.  

Community surveys 

were collected at both 

events. 

Survey respondents 
stated that the 
highest need in 
Meridian was 
mental health 
services, childcare 
services, and 
neglected/abused 
children 
centers/services. 
Survey respondents 
stated that the 
highest community 
facilities and 
infrastructure 
needs were youth 
centers, 
recreational 
facilities, and 
community centers. 
The survey results 
are provided in the 
appendix. 

All comments were 

accepted and noted from 

the survey. 
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Sort Order Mode of O
utreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments not 
accepted and reasons 

2 Other Housing and Public 

Facilities 

STAKEHOLDER 

LISTENING SESSION.  

The City held a 

stakeholder listening 

session targeted at area 

non-profits, 

stakeholders, and city 

staff involved with 

housing and/or public 

facilities on March 7, 

2022. 

Participants emphasized 

the challenges that are 

faced by low- and 

moderate-income 

residents in Meridian who 

have a substantial housing 

cost burden.  The area 

needs improved 

transportation 

connectivity, sidewalks, 

and sewer/water 

infrastructure to keep up 

with the continued 

population growth. 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 

3 Public 

Hearing 

Non-targeted/broad 

community 

A public hearing and 

presentation to the City 

Council was held on 

April 5, 2022 at City Hall 

for the Five-Year 

Consolidated Plan, 2022 

Annual Action Plan, 

Analysis of Impediments 

to Fair Housing Choice, 

and Citizen Participation 

Plan. 

City Councilors asked 

questions about the 

Consolidated Plan process 

and options for affordable 

housing. There was a 

gentleman who spoke at 

the April 5th and July 26th 

public hearings that said 

the City should not take 

the funding because we 

were creating debt for our 

children and grandchildren. 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 
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Sort Order Mode of O
utreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments not 
accepted and reasons 

4 Other Potential Subrecipients PUBLIC SERVICE 

APPLICATION 

WORKSHOP.  The City 

held a Public Service 

Application Workshop 

on April 13, 2022 to help 

potential subrecipients 

understand the 

application process and 

answer questions. 

Participants asked 

questions about eligibility 

of projects and 

subrecipient requirements. 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 

5 Public 

Meeting 

Non-targeted/broad 

community 

A public presentation 

was held on June 28, 

2022.  City Council had a 

presentation on the 

2022-2026 Consolidated 

Plan, 2022 Annual 

Action Plan, Analysis of 

Impediments to Fair 

Housing Choice, and 

Citizen Participation 

Plan. 

City Councilors asked 

questions about the 

Consolidated Plan process, 

results, and funding 

priorities. 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 
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6 Public 

Hearing 

Non-targeted/broad 

community 

A public meeting was 
held on July 26, 2022, 
during a Meridian City 
Council meeting.  A 
public meeting was 
held on July 26, 2022, 
during a Meridian 
City Council meeting. 
City Council adopted 
the Consolidated 
Plan, Citizen 
Participation Plan, 
and Analysis of 
Impediments to Fair 
Housing Choice on 
August 9, 2022. 

Three residents offered 

their public comments.  

The first resident who 

spoke said the City should 

not take the funding 

because we were creating 

debt for our children and 

grandchildren.  The second 

resident described the 

CDBG funded home 

rehabilitation of her house 

had substantially improved 

her health.  And, the final 

resident asked questions 

about the CDBG program 

and how the money was 

allocated.  City Council 

decided to extend the 

public comment period 

until August 9th in order to 

allow the maximum level 

of public engagement.  On 

August 9th, 2022, the 

Meridian Senior Center 

board members gave a 

joint public comment in 

support of the 

Consolidated Plan.  Board 

members were 

appreciative that the Plan 

would help support 

transportation for 

seniors.  The City Council 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 
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Sort Order Mode of O
utreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments not 
accepted and reasons 

passed a resolution 

accepting the 2022-2026 

Consolidated Plan and 

Analysis of Impediments to 

Fair Housing Choice. 

7 Other Persons with disabilities 

  

Seniors 

CONSOLIDATED PLAN 

FEEDBACK.  The City 

requested feedback and 

tabled at the Meridian 

Senior Center on June 

28, 2022, and at a free 

lunch program on July 

15, 2022.  Meridian 

residents were asked to 

provide feedback on the 

City's Con Plan and 2022 

Annual Action Plan.  

Residents were 

supportive of the plan.  

The survey results are 

provided in the 

appendix. 

The public provided mostly 

favorable feedback 

regarding the 5-year goals 

and projects identified in 

the 2022 Action Plan. 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 

8 Newspape

r Ad 

Non-targeted/broad 

community 

Legal notices were 

published in the Idaho 

Statesman and Meridian 

Press Tribune 

newspapers that 

described the public 

presentations, comment 

period, and hearing 

regarding this plan. 

n/a n/a 
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Sort Order Mode of O
utreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments not 
accepted and reasons 

9 Internet 

Outreach 

Non-targeted/broad 

community 

Notices of the public 

comment period and 

public hearing were sent 

out using the City's 

social media accounts 

(Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram, LinkedIn, 

Nextdoor). 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 

10 Other Minorities 

  

Persons with disabilities 

  

Non-targeted/broad 

community 

  

Residents of Public and 

Assisted Housing 

EMAIL OUTREACH.  

Notices of the public 

comment period and 

public hearing were sent 

out using multiple 

distribution lists 

including that of the 

Meridian CDBG 

Program, Mayor's 

Office, Behavioral 

Health Board, and 

church groups. 

The City received several 

comments supporting the 

program and goals 

identified. 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 
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Sort Order Mode of O
utreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments not 
accepted and reasons 

11 Other Non-targeted/broad 

community 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

PERIOD.  A public 

comment period was 

held for the 2022-2026 

Consolidated Plan, 2022 

Annual Action Plan and 

Analysis of Impediments 

to Fair Housing Choice 

from June 24, 2022 - 

August 9, 2022.  The 

comment period was 

noticed in the local 

newspaper. 

The Idaho Nonprofit Center 

submitted a public 

comment in support of the 

Consolidated Plan. 

n/a 

12 Public 

Hearing 

Non-targeted/broad 

community 

A public comment 

period for changes to 

the Citizen Participation 

Plan were held from July 

15, 2022 - August 15, 

2022.  The comment 

period was noticed in 

the local newspaper. 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 

All comments were 

accepted and recorded. 

13 Other Non-targeted/broad 

community 

NEWS ARTICLE.  A news 

article was published in 

Boise Dev on July 7, 

2022 covering the 

Consolidated Plan 

process and the usage 

of HUD CDBG funds by 

the City of Meridian. 

n/a n/a 
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Sort Order Mode of O
utreach 

Target of Outreach Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments received 

Summary of comments not 
accepted and reasons 

14 Other Minorities 

  

Persons with disabilities 

  

Non-targeted/broad 

community 

  

Residents of Public and 

Assisted Housing 

Information on the 

Consolidated Plan, 

Analysis of Impediments 

to Fair Housing Choice, 

and Citizen Participation 

plan was widely 

distributed in Meridian.  

Information was 

provided in the 

Meridian City 

newsletter and 

advertised on the City 

website.  Additionally, 

Meridian CDBG 

subrecipients sent 

out/posted onsite 

information about the 

Consolidated Plan 

process and funding 

priorities. 

n/a n/a 

TABLE 4 ς CITIZEN PARTICIPATION OUTREACH 
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

NA-05 OVERVIEW 

Needs Assessment Overview 

The Needs Assessment (NA) of the Consolidated Plan provides a profile of the City's population, median 

income, household demographics, housing problems, cost burden, and crowding. HUD Comprehensive 

Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS), American Community Survey (ACS), and Census data were used to 

help assess the City's priority needs, which will form the basis for the Strategic Plan and the activities that 

will be supported with CDBG funding. 

Key data from the 2016τ2020 ACS 5-Year Narrative Profile 

¶ In 2016-2020, there were 38,049 households in Meridian, Idaho. The average household size was 

2.82 people. 

¶ In Meridian, Idaho, 36.7% of all households have one or more people under the age of 18; 24.3% 

of all households have one or more people 65 years and over. 

¶ There are 1,422 grandparents lived with their grandchildren under 18 years old. Of those 

grandparents, 47.2% were responsible for the basic needs of their grandchildren. 

Poverty 

¶ In 2016-2020, 6.5% of people were in poverty. An estimated 6.8% of children under 18 were 

below the poverty level, compared with 4.9% of people 65 years old and over. An estimated 6.7% 

of people 18 to 64 years were below the poverty level. 

¶ 5.1% of households received SNAP (the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program).  

¶ 60.2% of households that received SNAP had children under 18 

¶ 24.5% of households that received SNAP had one or more people 60 years and over. 

¶ 25.9% of all households receiving SNAP were families with a female householder and no spouse 

present. 

¶ 48.1% of households receiving SNAP had two or more workers in the past 12 months. 

Income 

¶ The median income of households in Meridian city, Idaho was $76,403. 

¶ An estimated 3.7% of households had income below $10,000 a year and 9.0% had an income of 

$200,000 or more. 

Earnings 

¶ An estimated 82% of households received earnings. An estimated 26.3% of households received 

Social Security and an estimated 20.4% of households received retirement income other than 
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Social Security. The average income from Social Security was $22,488. These income sources are 

not mutually exclusive; that is, some households received income from more than one source. 

Meridian 

Hispanic origin and Race 

For people reporting one race alone,  

¶ 89.5% were White;  

¶ 1.0% were Black or African American;  

¶ 0.4% were American Indian and Alaska Native;  

¶ 2.5% were Asian;  

¶ 0.1% were Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander,  

¶ 1.0% were some other race.  

An estimated 5.5% reported Two or more races. 

¶ An estimated 8.0% of the people in Meridian were Hispanic or Latino.  People of Hispanic origin 

may be of any race. 

¶ 84.9 percent of the people in Meridian were White alone, non-Hispanic.  

Nativity and Foreign Born 

¶ In 2016-2020, an estimated 95.5% of the people living in Meridian, Idaho were U.S. natives. 

44.8% of the Meridian population were living in the state where they were born. 

¶ Approximately 4.5% of Meridian residents in 2016-2020 were foreign-born. 

¶ 69.5% of foreign-born were naturalized U.S. citizens and an estimated 87% entered the country 

before the year 2010. 

Language 

¶ Among people at least five years old living in Meridian in 2016-2020, 6.3% spoke a language other 

than English at home. Spanish was spoken by 2.4% of people at least five years old; 1.8% reported 

that they did not speak English "very well." 

¶ 2.4% spoke other Indo-European languages.  

Disability 

¶ In Meridian, among the civilian noninstitutionalized population, 8.2% reported a disability. The 

likelihood of having a disability varied by age - from 2.5% of people under 18 years old, to 7.2% of 

people 18 to 64 years old, and to 26.2% of those 65 and over. 
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NA-10 HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT - 24 CFR 91.205 (A,B,C) 

Summary of Housing Needs 

In 1990, Congress passed the National Affordable Housing Act, which required that State and local 

governments participating in selected HUD grant programs prepare a Comprehensive Housing 

Affordability Strategy (CHAS). The CHAS was meant to serve as the strategic guide for housing and 

community development activities, particularly activities funded by HUD grants and targeted to low- and 

moderate-income households. 

To support this analysis, HUD and the Census Bureau produced custom tabulations of the 1990 Census 

that provided grantees with information about low- and moderate-income households' housing needs. As 

a planning document, the CHAS was superseded in 1995 by the Consolidated Plan, but the Census data's 

custom tabulations continue to be known as the "CHAS data." The CHAS data were updated following the 

Census 2000, and in 2009 they were updated to rely on the American Community Survey (ACS), the 

Census Bureau's new annual survey that replaced the long form of the decennial Census. The CHAS data 

combine ACS microdata with HUD-adjusted median family incomes (HAMFI) to estimate the number of 

households that qualify for HUD assistance. The CHAS data also incorporate household characteristics 

(race/ethnicity, age, family size, disability status) and housing unit characteristics (such as the number of 

bedrooms and rent/owner costs). 

HUD-Adjusted Median Family Incomes (HAMFI)  
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If the terms "area median income" (AMI) or "median family income" (MFI) are used in the CHAS, assume 

it refers to HAMFI. This is the median family income calculated by HUD for each jurisdiction to determine 

Fair Market Rents (FMRs) and HUD programs' income limits. HAMFI will not necessarily be the same as 

other calculations of median incomes (such as a simple Census number) due to a series of adjustments 

that are made. 

The Community Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) evaluates the conditions of families in the lower 

80% of the Housing Affordability Median Income for the area. 

Income Category 

¶ Extremely low-income               30% HAMFI 

¶ Very low-income                         >30% - 50% HAMFI 

¶ Low income                                  >50% - 80% HAMFI 

¶ Low- and middle-income            <100% HAMFI 

¶ Upper income                               >100% HAMFI 

The most relevant income category is 80% of HAMFI because most HUD programs base eligibility on this 

threshold generally referred to as low- to moderate-income. 

It is critical to understand how the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) evaluates 

income within a community.  HUD sets income limits that determine eligibility for assisted housing 

programs including the Public Housing, Section 8 project-based, Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher, 

Section 202 housing for the elderly, and Section 811 housing for persons with disabilities programs. 

In 2021 a family in Meridian is considered low- to moderate-income (80% HAMFI) if they make; 

¶ $47,150 as a single person household 

¶ $53,900 as a two person household 

¶ $60,650 as a three person household 

¶ $67,350 as a four person household 

¶ $72,750 as a five person household 

¶ $78,150 as a six person household 

Demographics Base Year:  2009 Most Recent Year:  2017 % Change 

Population 62,421 91,915 47% 

Households 21,910 33,200 52% 

Median Income $64,861.00 $64,375.00 -1% 
TABLE 5 - HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT DEMOGRAPHICS 

Data Source: 2000 Census (Base Year), 2013-2017 ACS (Most Recent Year) 
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Number of Households Table 

 0-30% 
HAMFI 

>30-50% 
HAMFI 

>50-80% 
HAMFI 

>80-100% 
HAMFI 

>100% 
HAMFI 

Total Households 3,265 2,475 6,040 3,425 18,000 

Small Family Households 595 875 2,270 1,290 9,665 

Large Family Households 230 210 580 550 2,250 

Household contains at least one 

person 62-74 years of age 820 700 1,285 475 3,170 

Household contains at least one 

person age 75 or older 460 405 565 300 1,015 

Households with one or more 

children 6 years old or younger 395 390 1,130 694 3,395 
TABLE 6 - TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS TABLE 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 

 

Key Definitions 

Small Family Households (2 persons, neither person 62 years or over, or 3 or 4 persons) 

Large Family Households (5 or more persons) 
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Elderly ς People aged 62 and up. "Elderly" refers to individuals 62-74, while those 75 and up may be 

referred to as "extra elderly" or "frail elderly." Individuals aged 75 and up are generally recognized as a 

population with different needs than those 62-74, so the CHAS data separates these groups. 

Other Family Households - After considering families with children and older adult households, other 

households can be divided into those that include multiple members of a given family and those that do 

not. Other family households include those such as married couples who are childless, one or more 

parents with adult children at home, adult siblings sharing an apartment, and householders boarding an 

older adult parent. 
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Housing Needs Summary Tables 

1. Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs) 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Substandard 

Housing - 

Lacking 

complete 

plumbing or 

kitchen 

facilities 170 15 20 0 205 0 50 0 0 50 

Severely 

Overcrowded - 

With >1.51 

people per 

room (and 

complete 

kitchen and 

plumbing) 15 0 15 15 45 0 0 10 0 10 

Overcrowded - 

With 1.01-1.5 

people per 

room (and 

none of the 

above 

problems) 80 80 0 25 185 15 0 10 0 25 

Housing cost 

burden greater 

than 50% of 

income (and 

none of the 

above 

problems) 690 250 235 0 1,175 680 470 305 80 1,535 

Housing cost 

burden greater 

than 30% of 

income (and 

none of the 

above 

problems) 175 525 980 105 1,785 160 450 1,260 780 2,650 
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 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

Zero/negative 

Income (and 

none of the 

above 

problems) 200 0 0 0 200 810 0 0 0 810 
TABLE 7 ς HOUSING PROBLEMS TABLE 

Data 
Source: 

2013-2017 CHAS 

 

2. Housing Problems 2 (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems: Lacks kitchen or 

complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden) 

 Renter Owner 

0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Having 1 or more of 

four housing 

problems 955 345 270 40 1,610 695 515 330 80 1,620 

Having none of four 

housing problems 255 675 1,805 1,245 3,980 350 935 3,635 2,065 6,985 

Household has 

negative income, 

but none of the 

other housing 

problems 200 0 0 0 200 810 0 0 0 810 
TABLE 8 ς HOUSING PROBLEMS 2 

Data 
Source: 

2013-2017 CHAS 

 

3. Cost Burden > 30% 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Small Related 380 510 440 1,330 175 170 750 1,095 

Large Related 30 70 105 205 105 115 180 400 

Elderly 295 135 80 510 490 579 315 1,384 

Other 245 155 630 1,030 90 100 320 510 
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 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-80% 
AMI 

Total 

Total need by 

income 

950 870 1,255 3,075 860 964 1,565 3,389 

TABLE 9 ς COST BURDEN > 30% 

Data 
Source: 

2013-2017 CHAS 

 

4. Cost Burden > 50% 

 Renter Owner 

0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Small Related 285 120 0 405 175 45 70 290 

Large Related 30 25 0 55 90 70 60 220 

Elderly 225 35 0 260 345 370 15 730 

Other 200 65 235 500 90 30 165 285 

Total need by 

income 

740 245 235 1,220 700 515 310 1,525 

TABLE 10 ς COST BURDEN > 50% 

Data 
Source: 

2013-2017 CHAS 

 

5. Crowding (More than one person per room) 

 Renter Owner 

0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 

Single family 

households 95 80 15 40 230 15 0 10 0 25 

Multiple, 

unrelated family 

households 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 10 

Other, non-family 

households 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total need by 

income 

95 80 15 40 230 15 0 20 0 35 

TABLE 11 ς CROWDING INFORMATION ς 1/2 

Data 
Source: 

2013-2017 CHAS 
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Describe the number and type of single person households in need of housing assistance. 

Single persons experience a disproportionate housing cost burden across all income categories as 

renters. They are much more likely to be in a lower-income bracket and likely to have a cost burden.   

¶ 190 single family household renters who are low- to moderate-income are experiencing 

crowding. 

¶ 25 single family household homeowners who are low- to moderate-income are experiencing 

crowding. 

Households and Families 

In 2015-2019 ACS, there were 36,616 households in Meridian. The average household size was 2.78 

people. In Meridian, single persons living alone are largely comprised of women.  Single persons who are 

renting have a substantially higher cost burden and the single person who are homeowners.   

Single-person households comprise 24.5 percent of the total households in Meridian   

¶ Male householders comprise 8.1 percent of all Meridian residents 

¶ Female householders comprise 18.3 percent of Meridian residents 

Single household key data points from the tables above (2009-2013 ACS) 

¶ Single-person households comprise 25% of extremely low-income renters (0-30% HAMFI) 

¶ Single-person households comprise 40% of low-income renters with a cost burden of >50% (0 - 

80% HAMFI) 

¶ Single-person households comprise 18% of low-income homeowners with a cost burden of >50% 

(0 - 80% HAMFI) 

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance who are disabled or 

victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking. 

Disability 

In an attempt to capture a variety of characteristics that encompass the definition of disability, the ACS 

identifies serious difficulty with four basic areas of functioning; 

1. Hearing,  

2. Vision,  

3. Cognition 

4. Ambulation 

Overall, the ACS attempts to capture six aspects of disability: (hearing, vision, cognitive, ambulatory, self-

care, and independent living); which can be used together to create an overall disability measure, or 

independently to identify populations with specific disability types. 
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In Meridian, among the civilian noninstitutionalized population in 2016-2020, 8.2% reported a disability. 

The likelihood of having a disability varied by age - from 2.5 percent of people under 18 years old, to 7.2% 

of people 18 to 64 years old, and to 26.2% of those 65 and over. 

Domestic Violence 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ό²/!ύ provides safe housing for women in the Boise Metropolitan Area. 

WCA focuses on providing shelter and supportive services to individuals impacted by domestic violence 

and/or sexual assault. These services are provided at no-cost, and span a four-county service area 

representing 30% of the population of the state of Idaho. The WCA has been at the forefront of providing 

services to women, men and their children healing from domestic abuse and sexual assault.  

The City of Meridian's CBDG program helps to support a secure outreach program at the Meridian 

Library. 

WCA in 2020 

¶ WCA experienced a 57% increase in the total number of calls to our 24-hour hotlines and 84% 

increase in the number of calls related to domestic abuse. 

¶ Client Advocates attended 1,374 full hearingsτa 7% increase over 2019 and the majority of those 

were done virtually from the WCA. 

¶ 19 emergency intakes into shelterςmore than four times the number of that in 2019 and of similar 

years prior. This illustrates clearly that homes are not safe for all. 

WCA provides services to residents in Meridian but does not have shelter space within the City.  Meridian 

Police Department and the school district both work to connect families and individuals were 

experiencing domestic violence with the support and services provided by WCA and Faces of Hope. 

WCA also is a recipient of grant funding through VAWA.  The S.T.O.P. (Services * Training * Officers * 

Prosecutors) VAWA program supports communities in their efforts to develop and strengthen effective 

criminal justice strategies to address violent crimes of domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, and 

dating violence, and the development and enhancement of victim services in cases involving these 

crimes. 

Faces of Hope provides services to survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, elder abuse, 

and stalking. Their facility, located in Boise, is designed so that people affected by abuse can access all 

relevant services and help through a single door. 

What are the most common housing problems? 

According to the 2013-2017 ACS data tables, there are 33,200 households in Meridian.  6,464 households 

comprised of renters and homeowners have a housing cost burden of over 30% and account for 55% of 

total households.  The challenges with cost burden fall most severely upon low-income households. 

Most common housing problems for renters: 
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¶ 3,075 LMI homeowners with housing cost burden greater than 30%  

¶ 1,220 LMI households who are renters with housing cost burden greater than 50%  

¶ 205 LMI renters with substandard housing 

¶ 185 LMI renters with overcrowding 

¶ 45 LMI renters with severe overcrowding 

Most common housing problems for homeowners: 

¶ 3,389 LMI homeowners with housing cost burden greater than 30%  

¶ 1,525 LMI homeowners with housing cost burden greater than 50% (and none of the other 

problems) 

¶ 50 LMI homeowners with substandard housing 

¶ 0 LMI homeowners with overcrowding 

¶ 0 LMI homeowners with severely overcrowding 

Housing affordability is the biggest challenge that low- and moderate-income residents face in Meridian.  

Are any populations/household types more affected than others by these problems? 

Renter households with worst-case housing needs are those with very low incomes that do not receive 

government housing assistance and pay more than one-half of their incomes toward rent, those that live 

in severely inadequate conditions, or both. 

Priority problems trigger worst-case needs. 

Two types of priority problems determine whether households have worst-case needs:  

1. Severe rent burden means that a renter household pays more than one-half of its income for 

gross rent (rent and utilities).  

2. Severely inadequate housing, which refers to units having one or more serious physical problems 

related to heating, plumbing, and electrical systems or maintenance  

Ϧ²ƻǊǎǘ /ŀǎŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ bŜŜŘǎΣ нлнм wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎέ ¦Φ{Φ Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, Office of Policy Development and Research 

Describe the characteristics and needs of Low-income individuals and families with children 

(especially extremely low-income) who are currently housed but are at imminent risk of either 

residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered 91.205(c)/91.305(c)). Also discuss the needs of 

formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing assistance and are 

nearing the termination of that assistance 

The major causes of homelessness for children in the U.S. involve both structural and individual factors, 

including: 

1. ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΤ  
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2. A lack of affordable housing across the nation;  

3. Continuing impacts of the Great Recession;  

4. Racial disparities in homelessness; 

5. The challenges of single parenting; and  

6. The ways in which traumatic experiences, especially domestic violence, precede and prolong 

homelessness for families. 

"America's Youngest Outcasts - A Report on Child Homelessness" American Institutes for Research, 2014. 

Homelessness can have a tremendous impact on children ς their education, health, sense of safety, and 

overall development. Fortunately, researchers found that children are also highly resilient. Differences 

between children who have experienced homelessness and low-income children who have not 

experienced homelessness typically diminish in the years following a homeless episode. 

When compared to low-income and homeless families, children experiencing homelessness have been 

shown to: 

¶ Have higher levels of emotional and behavioral problems; 

¶ Have increased risk of serious health problems; 

¶ Are more likely to experience separations from their families; and 

¶ Experience more school mobility, repeat a grade, are more likely to be expelled or drop out of 

school, and have lower academic performance. 

"National Alliance to End Homelessness" 

The McKinney-Vento Act, which later became part of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), mandates 

protections and services for homeless children and youth, including those with disabilities. The 2004 

reauthorization of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) also includes amendments that 

reinforce timely assessment, inclusion, and continuity of services for homeless children and youth with 

disabilities. 

McKinney-Vento Definition of Homelessness 

Anyone who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence including: 

¶ Sharing the housing of others due to lack of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason 

¶ Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping grounds, due to lack of adequate alternative 

accommodations 

¶ Living in emergency or transitional shelters 

¶ Abandoned in hospitals 

¶ Awaiting foster care placement 

¶ Living in a public or private place not designed for humans to live 

¶ Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, public train stations, etc. 

¶ A migrant child who qualifies under any of the above 
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If a jurisdiction provides estimates of the at-risk population(s), it should also include a description 

of the operational definition of the at-risk group and the methodology used to generate the 

estimates: 

Estimates of the at-risk population were made based on various information sources. Census, ACS, CHAS, 

and Point-in-Time Homeless data are used when available. If raw data is not available, information from 

agencies dealing with each type of client was requested based on current program usage. 

Specify particular housing characteristics that have been linked with instability and an increased 

risk of homelessness 

Housing cost burden continues to be a primary risk for low-income individuals and families with children 

at risk of experiencing homelessness. 

The National Alliance to End Homelessness states that "low-income households are typically unemployed 

or underemployed due to many factors, such as a challenging labor market, limited education, a gap in 

work history, a criminal record, unreliable transportation or unstable housing, poor health, or a 

disability.  For those who are low-income but employed, wages have been stagnant and have not kept 

pace with expensive housing costs. The typical American worker has seen little to no growth in his/her 

weekly wages over the past three decades. Too little income combined with the dwindling availability of 

low-cost housing leaves many people at risk for becoming homeless." 

In addition to income, other characteristics can also predispose an individual or household to 

homelessness, including: 

¶ Persons leaving institutions (detox, mental hospitals, prisons, etc.) 

¶ Households paying more than 50% of income for housing costs  

¶ Victims of domestic violence  

¶ Special needs populations (persons with AIDS, disabilities, drug or alcohol addiction, etc.)   

¶ Single parent head of households who are unemployed  

¶ People who are doubling up in unstable living arrangements (and cannot be counted as 

homeless) 

¶ Families living below the poverty level  

Households that exhibit one or more of these characteristics constitute a population that is "at-risk" of 

becoming homeless. These individuals and families are at risk of becoming homeless because they have a 

lesser chance of making economic improvements in their lives.  

Discussion 

5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άǎǳōǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴέΥ The City of 
Meridian uses a Habitability Checklist developed in coordination by City of Meridian CDBG and Building staff for all 
Homeowner Repair projects.  Thƛǎ ŎƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ 
Ordinances. Selected conditions include structure and materials, access, space and security, interior air quality, 
water supply, sanitary facilities, thermal environment, natural or artificial lighting, food preparation areas, 
cleanliness, and carbon monoxide/smoke detectors. 
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Data on households is from the 2013-2017 ACS tables in this section. 

Extremely low-income families:   

¶ Meridian has 825 extremely low-income (0-30% HAMFI) families.  This group includes both small and 
large family households.   

¶ 410 extremely low-income families who are renters have a housing cost burden over 30%. 

¶ 280 extremely low-income families who are homeowners have a housing cost burden over 30%. 

¶ 315 extremely low-income families who are renters have a housing cost burden over 50%. 

¶ 265 extremely low-income families who are homeowners have a housing cost burden over 50%. 

Low-income families: 

¶ Meridian has 1,085 low-income  (>30-50% HAMFI) families.  This group includes both small and large 
family households.   

¶ 580 low-income families who are renters have a housing cost burden over 30%. 

¶ 290 low-income families who are homeowners have a housing cost burden over 30%. 

¶ 145 low-income families who are renters have a housing cost burden over 50%. 

Moderate-income families: 

¶ Meridian has 2,850 moderate-income (>50-80% HAMFI) families.  This group includes both small and 
large households.   

¶ 545 moderate-income families who are renters have a housing cost burden over 30%. 

¶ 930 moderate-income families who are homeowners have a housing cost burden over 30%. 

¶ 0 of moderate-income families who are renters have a housing cost burden over 50%. 

¶ 130 moderate-income families who are homeowners have a housing cost burden over 50%. 

Middle-income families: 

¶ Meridian has 11,915 middle-income (>80-100%HAMFI) families.  This group includes both small and large 
households.   

¶ 0 of moderate-income households who are homeowners have crowding. 

¶ 40 moderate-income renter single family households have crowding 

Housing affordability is a challenge for low- and moderate-income families in Meridian.  Over 25% of all low- to 
moderate-income families have a housing cost burden over 30%.  This challenge is most acute for families who are 
extremely low-income and renters. 

Renters 

Housing cost burden is the most significant housing problem for renters.  Due to the newer housing stock in 
Meridian, substandard housing and overcrowding are not primary challenges for most renters. 

¶ 3,075 low- to moderate-income  homeowners with housing cost burden greater than 30%.  

¶ 1,220 low- to moderate-income   households who are renters with housing cost burden greater than 
50%.  

¶ 205 low- to moderate-income  renters with substandard housing. 

¶ 185 low- to moderate-income  renters with overcrowding. 

¶ 45 low- to moderate-income  renters with severe overcrowding. 
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Owners 

Homeowners in Meridian struggle with housing cost burden.  Due to the newer housing stock in Meridian, 
substandard housing and overcrowding are not primary challenges for most homeowners. 

¶ 3,389 low- to moderate-income homeowners with housing cost burden greater than 30%.  

¶ 1,525 low- to moderate-income homeowners with housing cost burden greater than 50% (and none of 
the other problems). 

¶ 50 low- to moderate-income homeowners with substandard housing. 

¶ 0 low- to moderate-income homeowners with overcrowding. 

¶ 0 low- to moderate-income homeowners with severely overcrowding. 

 

Elderly persons: 

¶ Meridian has 6,450 households with a household that contains at least one person 62-74 years of age. 

¶ 12% of households with a person 62-74 are extremely low-income.   

¶ 10% of households with a person 62-74 are low-income. 

¶ 20% of households with a person 62-74 are moderate-income. 

¶ 56% of households with a person 62-74 are middle to upper income. 

Frail Elderly 

¶ Meridian has 2,745 households with a person age 75 or greater. 

¶ 17% of households with a person age 75 or greater are extremely low-income. 

¶ 15% of households with a person 75 or greater are low-income. 

¶ 20% of households with a person 75 or greater are moderate income. 

¶ 48% of households with a person 75 or greater are middle to upper income. 

Both elderly  and frail elderly households have housing needs centered on maintaining affordable housing options.  
Many residents in this category  also benefit from accessibility upgrades in their homes. 

Single persons: 

Single persons experience a disproportionate housing cost burden across all income categories as renters. They are 
much more likely to be in a lower-income bracket and likely to have a cost burden.   

¶ 190 single-family household renters who are low- to moderate-income are experiencing crowding. 

¶ 25 single-family household homeowners who are low- to moderate-income are experiencing crowding. 

¶ In 2015-2019 ACS, there were 36,616 households in Meridian. The average household size was 2.78 
people. In Meridian, single persons living alone are largely comprised of women.  Single persons who are 
renting have a substantially higher cost burden and the single person who are homeowners.   

¶ Single-person households comprise 25% of extremely low-income renters (0-30% HAMFI). 

¶ Single-person households comprise 40% of low-income renters with a cost burden of >50% (0 - 80% 
HAMFI). 

¶ Single-person households comprise 18% of low-income homeowners with a cost burden of >50% (0 - 80% 
HAMFI). 

Single persons would benefit from additional single occupancy housing units and a lower cost burden. 
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Large families: 

Large families are defined as households with 5 or more persons.  In Meridian, there are a total of 3,820 large 
family households. 

¶ 6% of large family households are extremely low income and 6% are low income. 

¶ 15% of large family households are moderate-income. 

¶ 14% are of large family households are middle income and 58% are upper income. 

¶ A total of 205 large family households who are renters have a housing cost burden over 30%.  This group 
accounts for 5% of all large family households. 

¶ A total of 400 large family households who are homeowners have a housing cost burden over 30%.  This 
group account for 10% of all large family households. 

[ŀǊƎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ 
that the housing does not have a housing cost burden.   

Public Housing  residents:   

There are no public housing units in Meridian. 

Families on the public housing and Section 8 tenant-based wait list: 

!ǎ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ нлннΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ нΣрлл ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ƻƴ !/I!Ωǎ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ±ƻǳŎƘŜǊ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
includes 20% elderly households, 49% disabled households, and 48% families with minor children. For families on 
the waiting list, the most immediate need is access to affordable rental housing.  

According to staff at BCACHA, the greatest need of voucher holders is the ability to find vacant and affordable 
rental units. Voucher holders who are successful in finding a rental still have to qualify for the unit by meeting the 
ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘΩǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  As rents continue to increase across our 
community, it becomes even more difficult for voucher holders to locate housing options that will work with the 
voucher. The most common needs for applicants, other than a safe and affordable housing unit, are self-sufficiency 
programs that promote financial responsibility, employment opportunities, and healthy lifestyle concepts. ACHA 
partners with local agencies to address other immediate needs of residents.  

Section 8 Voucher Holders: 

The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program serves approximately 2,230 low-income households throughout 
Ada County (156 Meridian households).  Finding and maintaining housing is a primary housing challenge for 
Housing  Choice Voucher Holders.   

BCACHA launched a Landlord Incentive Program aimed at increasing affordable housing options for voucher 
holders. The program resulted in housing an additional 56 households within 6 months. Staff also conducted 
outreach to local landlords to develop and enhance relationships in order to increase the number of participating 
landlords.  

Persons with HIV/AIDS and their families: 

Idaho's report on STIs only provides information on the age of the person at the time of diagnosis. Public Health 
District 4, which includes Ada, Boise, Elmore, and Valley County reported a total of 11 new HIV cases in 2019.  
Meridian residents with HIV have a wide range of service needs, including transitional housing, supportive housing, 
accessible housing, counseling, case management, transportation to healthcare facilities, and employment. All 
special needs populations require special consideration.  

Victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking: 

It is difficult to precisely estimate the number of Meridian residents who are victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking.  Victims often do not report the crimes to local law enforcement or seek 
services through the area domestic violence shelter. 
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²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ό²/!ύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎŀŦŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƛǎŜ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ !ǊŜŀΦ ²/! 
focuses on providing shelter and supportive services to individuals impacted by domestic violence and/or sexual 
assault. 

In 2020, WCA reported that they provided services to 13,260 patients in Ada County.  Some of these households 
entered the WCA program as Meridian residents or transitioned to being Meridian residents as they found 
housing. 

¶ 74% of those receiving services was 20-64 years old.   

¶ 4% were children 4 and under. 

¶ 12% were children 5 ς 19 years old. 

¶ 10% were adults 65 years and older. 

¶ 46% of patients were at or below the federal poverty level. 

WCA in 2020 

¶ WCA experienced a 57% increase in the total number of calls to our 24-hour hotlines and 84% increase 
in the number of calls related to domestic abuse. 

¶ Client Advocates attended 1,374 full hearingsτa 7% increase over 2019 and the majority of those were 
done virtually from the WCA. 

¶ 19 emergency intakes into shelterςmore than four times the number of that in 2019 and of similar years 
prior. This illustrates clearly that home is not safe for all. 

WCA provides services to residents in Meridian but does not have shelter space within the City.  The City of 
Meridian worked with the WCA and the Meridian Library District a secured outreach space at the main branch of 
the Meridian Library to help residents connect with WCA services. 

These clients need affordable housing to help them transition to a safer and more stable living environment.  It can 
be challenging for clients to stay in their community when housing prices are high or the availability of housing 
stock is limited. 

Persons with disabilities: 

Meridian has a relatively small population of individuals under 65 with a disability.  The national average for 
persons under 65 with a disability is 8.7%, 5.7% in Meridian.  Individuals who have a disability have a wide range 
of needs depending upon their circumstances.  Home accessibility improvements are often a high priority for 
individuals who have mobility challenges.   

Formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid-rehousing assistance and are nearing the 
termination of that assistance:  

Over the past couple of years, it has become increasingly difficult to track the outcome of persons who were 
formerly homeless or received rapid-rehousing assistance.  A variety of community partners provided assistance 
during COVID to help households remain housed or to transition back to stable and permanent housing.   

All local emergency homeless shelters refer families to CATCH of Ada County, including the Salvation Army Family 
Shelter, WCA, Interfaith Sanctuary, Boise Rescue Mission, and the City Light Home for Women and Children. 

CATCH offers housing placement, rental assistance, case management, financial independence education, and 
CATCH Match through Rapid Rehousing programs in Ada and Canyon Counties. 

In 2021, CATCH offered services under the Rapid Rehousing program to 150 families in Ada County.   

Of those 150 families: 

¶ 47 signed a lease and moved into new housing,  

¶ 47 successfully graduated from the program and remain stably housed,  

¶ 8 were unable to sustain their housing beyond the support of CATCH of Ada County. 
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Households that are transitioning back to stable and permanent housing often have challenges that limit their 
choices.  Criminal records, bankruptcy and credit history, lack of employment, and lack of rental history all can 
make finding housing extraordinarily difficult.  As households near the end of their rapid-rehousing assistance, 
housing affordability becomes an acute concern as rental assistance payments end. 

Housing affordability, for all types of households, is the biggest challenge that low- and moderate-income residents 
face in Meridian.  

NA-15 DISPROPORTIONATELY GREATER NEED: HOUSING PROBLEMS ς 

91.205 (B)(2) 

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 

the needs of that category of need as a whole. 

Introduction 

CDBG entitlement communities are to provide an assessment for each of the disproportionately greater 

needs identified.  Although the purpose of these tables is to analyze the relative level of need for each 

race and ethnic category, the data also provides information for Meridian as a whole that can be useful in 

describing the overall need.  

Income Category 

¶ Extremely low-income                30% HAMFI 

¶ Very low-income                          >30% - 50% HAMFI 

¶ Low income                                   >50% - 80% HAMFI 

¶ Low- and middle-income             <100% HAMFI 

¶ Upper income                               >100% HAMFI 

The most relevant thresholds are 50% and 80% of HAMFI because most HUD programs base eligibility on 

these thresholds (which are generally referred to as "very low-income" and "low-income," respectively). 

Housing Problems 

There are four housing problems in the CHAS data: 

1. The housing unit lacks complete kitchen facilities; 

2. The housing unit lacks complete plumbing facilities; 

3. Household is overcrowded; and 

4. Household is cost-burdened.  

A household is said to have a housing problem if they have one or more of these four 

problems.  Overcrowding is one of the four housing problems evaluated by HUD.  

HUD defines overcrowding as: 
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¶ Overcrowding - More than one person per room. 

¶ Severe overcrowding - More than 1.5 persons per room. 

HUD defines cost burden as: 

¶ Cost burden - Monthly housing costs (including utilities) exceeds 30% of monthly income. 

¶ Severe cost burden - Monthly housing costs (including utilities) exceeds 50% of monthly income. 

0%-30% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 1,990 265 1,010 

White 1,785 265 805 

Black / African American 0 0 0 

Asian 30 0 205 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 30 0 0 

Hispanic 85 0 0 
TABLE 12 - DISPROPORTIONALLY GREATER NEED 0 - 30% AMI 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%  
 
 

30%-50% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 1,840 635 0 

White 1,770 580 0 

Black / African American 0 0 0 

Asian 15 45 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 55 15 0 
TABLE 13 - DISPROPORTIONALLY GREATER NEED 30 - 50% AMI 



 

  Consolidated Plan MERIDIAN     71 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021) 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%  
 
 

50%-80% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 2,840 3,195 0 

White 2,700 2,800 0 

Black / African American 0 0 0 

Asian 35 20 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 25 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 100 285 0 
TABLE 14 - DISPROPORTIONALLY GREATER NEED 50 - 80% AMI 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30% 

80%-100% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 1,005 2,425 0 

White 940 2,245 0 

Black / African American 0 0 0 

Asian 35 40 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 15 100 0 
TABLE 15 - DISPROPORTIONALLY GREATER NEED 80 - 100% AMI 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 
*The four housing problems are:  
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1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30% 

Housing Cost Burden 

With the cost of housing on the rise, researchers are reexamining the 30-percent rule of thumb for 

measuring rental burden. HUD defines cost-ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ άǿƘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άƳŀȅ have difficulty affording necessities such as food, clothing, 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜΦέ {ŜǾŜǊŜ ǊŜƴǘ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

income on rent. 

The 30-percent rule τ that a household should spend no more than 30 percent of its income on housing 

costs τ has long been accepted in academic circles and is often included in blogs and websites on family 

budgeting. A recent Business Week article, however, argues that the 30-ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǊǳƭŜ ƛǎ άƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎΦέ 

The authors suggest that calculating housing cost burden using only income ratios oversimplifies the issue 

of housing affordability. Frank Nothaft, chief economist at Freddie Mac, is quoted in the article as saying, 

άLŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƛǎ ϷрллΣллл ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǉŀȅ пл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ and still have money left. But if your income is 

ϷнлΣллл ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƳŜŜǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ол ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǊŜƴǘΦέ 

In discussing the rental affordability measurement to Business Week, David Bieri of the University of 

Michigan states that the 30-ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǊǳƭŜ άώƛǎϐ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦέ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ 

against the share of income approach is that different households earning the same annual income spend 

considerably different amounts of money on basic necessities. For example, families with children spend 

more on clothing, food, and medical bills than do single adults. Thus, a household with children that 

spends 50 percent of its income on housing might be cost burdened, whereas a single adult who earns 

the same salary and spends the same percentage of income on housing might not be. In addition, the 

share of income measure does not consider cost-of-living differences in areas where housing is expensive. 

Data from the American Housing Survey and the American Community Survey indicate that severe rental 

burdens disproportionately impact poor families. The Worst Case Housing Needs surveys the number of 

very low-income families (those earning less than 50 percent of the area median income) who pay more 

than half their income in rent, have substandard housing conditions, or both. 

Rental Burdens: Rethinking Affordability Measures, HUD PD&R Edge 

It is critical to remember that while housing cost burden is an important factor in determining need and 

increased housing instability, there may be a larger group of residents in Meridian who are low- to 

moderate-income who have an affordable housing situation but are still in financial distress.   

Discussion 

Based upon the 2013-2017 CHAS data tables, housing problems for all categories of low- to moderate-

income residents in Meridian fall within the racial and ethnic percentages of the overall population.    
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NA-20 DISPROPORTIONATELY GREATER NEED: SEVERE HOUSING PROBLEMS 

ς 91.205 (B)(2) 

A disproportionately greater need exists when the members of a racial or ethnic group at a given income 

level experience housing problems at a greater rate (10% or more) than the income level as a whole. 

Severe housing problems include: 

¶ Overcrowded households with 1.5 persons per room, not including bathrooms, porches, foyers, 

halls, or half-rooms 

¶ Households with cost burdens of more than 50% of income 

Generally, severe housing problems in Meridian are caused by severe housing cost burdens of more than 

50% of income. 

The "2019 County Health Ranking Key Report" by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation found that 

"many households are just one unforeseen event ς an illness, job loss, financial crisis, or even a drop-in 

hour at work ς from losing their home. The risk for homelessness is especially high for low-income 

families spending more than half of household income on housing costs. Families that face insecure 

housing, forced moves, or homelessness are more likely to experience poor mental or physical health and 

preventable hospitalizations. For children in these families, experiencing homelessness can also be 

harmful to brain and body function and development, with lifelong and cumulative negative 

health outcomes for the child, the family, and the community." 

0%-30% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 1,650 605 1,010 

White 1,450 605 805 

Black / African American 0 0 0 

Asian 30 0 205 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 30 0 0 

Hispanic 85 0 0 
TABLE 16 ς SEVERE HOUSING PROBLEMS 0 - 30% AMI 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
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30%-50% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 860 1,610 0 

White 805 1,540 0 

Black / African American 0 0 0 

Asian 0 60 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 55 15 0 
TABLE 17 ς SEVERE HOUSING PROBLEMS 30 - 50% AMI 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
 

50%-80% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 600 5,440 0 

White 580 4,925 0 

Black / African American 0 0 0 

Asian 20 30 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 25 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 0 385 0 
TABLE 18 ς SEVERE HOUSING PROBLEMS 50 - 80% AMI 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 
*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
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80%-100% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 

Jurisdiction as a whole 120 3,310 0 

White 120 3,065 0 

Black / African American 0 0 0 

Asian 0 75 0 

American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 

Hispanic 0 115 0 
TABLE 19 ς SEVERE HOUSING PROBLEMS 80 - 100% AMI 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 

*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
 
Discussion 

A disproportionately greater number of housing problems would exist when members of any particular 

racial or ethnic group at an income level experience housing problems at a rate greater than 10% of the 

percentage of the same racial or ethnic group population as a whole.   

There is minimal statistical variation in the overall population estimates and those broken down by low- 

to moderate-income levels.  Generally, white alone residents are slightly more likely to not be low- to 

moderate-income.  There is no racial disparity in Meridian, which meets the HUD definition. 

NA-25 DISPROPORTIONATELY GREATER NEED: HOUSING COST BURDENS ς 

91.205 (B)(2) 

This section evaluates the housing cost burden from a racial or ethnic group perspective.  Cost burden is 

the fraction of a household's total gross income spent on housing costs.  For renters, housing costs 

include rent paid by the tenant plus utilities.  For homeowners, housing costs include mortgage 

payments, taxes, insurance, and utilities. 

A disproportionate greater need exists when the members of a racial or ethnic group at an income level 

experience housing problems at a greater rate (10% or more) than the income level as a whole.   
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HUD defines cost-ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ άǿƘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ 

ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άƳŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ŀŦŦƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ and 

ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜΦέ {ŜǾŜǊŜ ǊŜƴǘ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǊŜƴǘΦ 

The tables display cost burden information for Meridian and each racial and ethnic group.  

Cost Burden is described in the tables as: 

¶ No cost burden (less than 30%) 

¶ Cost burden (30-50%) 

¶ Severe cost burden (more than 50%) 

¶ No/negative income.   

No/negative income households are those whose income is zero or negative due to self-employment, 

dividends, and net rental income.  These households are not included in the other two categories but still 

require housing assistance and are counted separately. 

Housing Cost Burden 

Housing Cost Burden <=30% 30-50% >50% No / negative 
income (not 
computed) 

Jurisdiction as a whole 23,620 5,550 2,840 1,185 

White 21,640 5,125 2,590 980 

Black / African 

American 110 0 0 0 

Asian 380 185 50 205 

American Indian, 

Alaska Native 25 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 30 0 

Hispanic 1,095 200 145 0 
TABLE 20 ς GREATER NEED: HOUSING COST BURDENS AMI 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 

Discussion:  

A disproportionately greater need exists when the percentage of persons in a category of need who are 

members of a particular racial or ethnic group is at least 10 percentage points higher than the percentage 

of persons in the category as a whole.  Within Meridian, no groups meet this HUD definition because the 

minority populations make up such a small part of the total population. 
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NA-30 DISPROPORTIONATELY GREATER NEED: DISCUSSION ς 91.205(B)(2) 

Are there any Income categories in which a racial or ethnic group has disproportionately greater 

need than the needs of that income category as a whole? 

A disproportionately greater number of housing problems would exist when members of any particular 

racial or ethnic group at an income level experience housing problems at a rate greater than 10% of the 

percentage of the same racial or ethnic group population as a whole.   

If they have needs not identified above, what are those needs? 

Meridian does not have any groups that have disproportionately greater needs than the needs of any 

income category as a whole. 

Are any of those racial or ethnic groups located in specific areas or neighborhoods in your 

community? 

To assist communities in identifying racially/ethnically-concentrated areas of poverty (R/ECAPs), HUD has 

developed a census tract-based definition of R/ECAPs. The definition involves a racial/ethnic 

concentration threshold and a poverty test. The racial/ethnic concentration threshold is straightforward: 

HUD defines neighborhoods of extreme poverty as census tracts with 40 percent or more of individuals 

living at or below the poverty line. HUD supplements this with an alternate criterion because overall 

poverty levels are substantially lower in many parts of the country. Thus, a neighborhood can be a R/ECAP 

if it has a poverty rate that exceeds 40% or is three or more times the average tract poverty rate for the 

metropolitan/micropolitan area, whichever threshold is lower.  

Meridian has no current nor past R/ECAP areas in mapping provided by HUD Open Data. 
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NA-35 PUBLIC HOUSING ς 91.205(B) 

Boise City/Ada County Housing Authorities (BCACHA) provide affordable housing-related assistance to over 2,600 individuals and families every 

month, serving people with low and moderate incomes throughout Ada County. The Boise City Housing Authority and Ada County Housing 

Authority are legally separate, operated through a Joint Powers Agreement with a single staff overseen by a Board of Commissioners appointed 

and confirmed by the Mayor and City Council of Boise and the Ada County Commissioners. 

In Ada County, BCACHA is responsible for delivering a number of federally funded programs, as well as housing authority bond-financed affordable 

housing developments for Boise, Garden City, Eagle, Star, Meridian, and Kuna. The service area holds a population of over 440,000 people and 

covers over 1052 square miles. 

BCACHA does not manage or administer any housing units within the City of Meridian.  Information on BCACHA in this section helps to illuminate 

the choices that are available to Section 8 voucher holders who may want to use BCACHA housing units and some programs.  However, this would 

require the participant to move outside of Meridian.  

Housing Choice Vouchers 

BCACHA administers federally funded programs to provide monthly rental assistance to qualified tenants in privately owned rental housing. The 

Housing Choice Voucher Program provides qualified participants with a housing voucher that can be used in a variety of rental dwellings and 

locations with almost any property owner who is willing to participate in the program. 

Low Rent Public Housing 

The Low Rent Public Housing program provides housing in apartments and duplexes for qualified low-income families, including seniors and those 

with a disabling condition. The public housing program is federally subsidized and is targeted to provide suitable living environments free from 

discrimination. 

Market-Rate Housing 

BCACHA owns and maintains an inventory of market-rate rental housing options. Properties are scattered throughout Boise.  

Project-Based Vouchers 

BCACHA provides 40 Project-Based Vouchers for residents of a new permanent supportive housing project, New Path Community Housing. These 

ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ CƛǊǎǘέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎt, providing housing and supportive services to the most vulnerable in our community. 

The Housing Authority will cover most of the rent and utilities for the community once it becomes occupied. 
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Home Ownership and Family Self-Sufficiency Programs 

The FSS program enables families who are participants in the Housing Choice Voucher program to link with local career counselors, training and 

educational programs, and job search and retention services to become self-sufficient within five years. Additionally, a variety of programs 

administered through the Housing Authority has enabled families to attain homeownership. 

Supportive Housing Programs 

BCACHA also provides assistance through these innovative programs: 

¶ CHOIS (Coordinated Housing Options & Individualized Services), 

¶ Shelter Plus Care, 

¶ HUD-VASH (Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing), 

¶ HOPWA (Housing Opportunities for Persons Living with AIDS/HIV), 

¶ VAWA (rental assistance through the Office on Violence Against Women), and 

¶ !ƭƭǳƳōŀǳƎƘ IƻǳǎŜ όǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƴƻ-cost sub-acute mental health and detoxification center with services provided through Terry Reilly 

Health Services). 

 Totals in Use 

Program Type 

 Certificate Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled 
*  

# of units vouchers in use 0 0 10 725 0 704 0 1 0 
TABLE 21 - PUBLIC HOUSING BY PROGRAM TYPE 

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition  
 

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 
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 Characteristics of Residents 

 

Program Type 

 Certificate Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans Affairs 
Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Average Annual Income 0 0 17,719 12,641 0 12,395 0 18,864 

Average length of stay 0 0 6 6 0 6 0 3 

Average Household size 0 0 2 2 0 2 0 2 

# Homeless at admission 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 

# of Elderly Program Participants 

(>62) 0 0 1 137 0 134 0 0 

# of Disabled Families 0 0 2 320 0 316 0 1 

# of Families requesting 

accessibility features 0 0 10 725 0 704 0 1 

# of HIV/AIDS program participants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

# of DV victims 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TABLE 22 ς CHARACTERISTICS OF PUBLIC HOUSING RESIDENTS BY PROGRAM TYPE  

 

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 
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 Race of Residents 

Program Type 

Race Certificate Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled 
*  

White 0 0 10 658 0 640 0 1 0 

Black/African American 0 0 0 34 0 31 0 0 0 

Asian 0 0 0 10 0 10 0 0 0 

American Indian/Alaska 

Native 0 0 0 18 0 18 0 0 0 

Pacific Islander 0 0 0 5 0 5 0 0 0 

Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition 
TABLE 23 ς RACE OF PUBLIC HOUSING RESIDENTS BY PROGRAM TYPE 

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 

 

Ethnicity of Residents 

Program Type 

Ethnicity Certificate Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled 
*  

Hispanic 0 0 0 56 0 55 0 1 0 

Not Hispanic 0 0 10 669 0 649 0 0 0 

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition 
TABLE 24 ς ETHNICITY OF PUBLIC HOUSING RESIDENTS BY PROGRAM TYPE 

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 
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Section 504 Needs Assessment: Describe the needs of public housing tenants and applicants on 

the waiting list for accessible units: 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in any 

housing that receives federal assistance, including public housing. PHAs are required to assess the needs 

of current tenants and applicants on its waiting list for accessible units and the extent to which the needs 

have not been met.  In the event a tenant or applicant does require an accessibility modification or 

accommodation, the housing authorities provides the assistance necessary to ensure that the tenant or 

applicant maintains a safe and healthy living environment. 

According to BCACHA, as of April 2022,  

¶ 30% of applicants on the Public Housing waiting list reported being elderly; and 

¶ 82.5% reported having a disability.   

There are 564 households on the Public Housing and Section 8 New Construction waiting lists. These 

high-rise buildings are designated for the elderly and/or disabled. Waiting lists are maintained by date 

and time of application only, and BCACHA does not track the number of applicants needing an accessible 

unit. Twenty-one (21) of the housing authority-owned units are accessible ς 6/93 at Capitol Plaza, 4/67 at 

Franklin Plaza, 10/80 at Shoreline Plaza, and 1/10 at our scattered site properties. When an elderly or 

disabled applicant reaches the top of the waiting list, a resident in an accessible unit is transferred to a 

non-accessible unit and the applicant needing the features of the accessible unit is moved in. 

Most immediate needs of residents of Public Housing and Housing Choice voucher holders 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in any 

housing that receives federal assistance, including public housing. PHAs are required to assess the needs 

of current tenants and applicants on its waiting list for accessible units and the extent to which the needs 

have not been met.  In the event a tenant or applicant does require an accessibility modification or 

accommodation, the housing authorities provides the assistance necessary to ensure that the tenant or 

applicant maintains a safe and healthy living environment. 

According to BCACHA, as of April 2022,  

¶ 30% of applicants on the Public Housing waiting list reported being elderly; and 

¶ 82.5% reported having a disability.   

There are 564 households on the Public Housing and Section 8 New Construction waiting lists. These 

high-rise buildings are designated for the elderly and/or disabled. Waiting lists are maintained by date 

and time of application only, and BCACHA does not track the number of applicants needing an accessible 

unit. Twenty-one (21) of the housing authority-owned units are accessible ς 6/93 at Capitol Plaza, 4/67 at 

Franklin Plaza, 10/80 at Shoreline Plaza, and 1/10 at our scattered site properties. When an elderly or 

disabled applicant reaches the top of the waiting list, a resident in an accessible unit is transferred to a 

non-accessible unit and the applicant needing the features of the accessible unit is moved in. 
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Most immediate needs of residents of Public Housing and Housing Choice voucher holders 

According to staff at BCACHA, the greatest need of voucher holders is the ability to find vacant and 

affordable rental units. Voucher holders who are successful in finding a rental still have to qualify for the 

ǳƴƛǘ ōȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘΩǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  As rents continue 

to increase across our community, it becomes even more difficult for voucher holders to locate housing 

options that will work with the voucher. The most common needs for applicants, other than a safe and 

affordable housing unit, are self-sufficiency programs that promote financial responsibility, employment 

opportunities, and healthy lifestyle concepts. ACHA partners with local agencies to address other 

immediate needs of residents.  

!ǎ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ нлннΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ нΣрлл ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ƻƴ !/I!Ωǎ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ±ƻǳŎƘŜǊ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘΦ 

This includes 20% elderly households, 49% disabled households, and 48% families with minor children. 

For families on the waiting list, the most immediate need is access to affordable rental 

housing. Applicants residing in Meridian represent 12% of the households on the waiting list.  

  

How do these needs compare to the housing needs of the population at large 

Households on the waiting list for public housing and tenant-based rental assistance share the same need 

of the population at large for decent affordable housing, including housing with accessibility features for 

people with disabilities and for seniors. Low wage earners have a high reliance upon public 

transportation, which can be challenging for households residing outside of the Boise area. BCACHA 

participants have the advantage of receiving affordable housing payments, which other extremely low-

and very low-income households do not. 

While most extremely-low and low-income renter households live in older buildings, other renter 

households had a somewhat larger amount of housing choices. However, these choices were still 

constrained by factors like availability, affordability, credit and criminal checks, and location.  

  

Discussion 

BCACHA owns, manages, and maintains 250 public housing units for low-income households. BCACHA 

does not manage or administer any housing units within the City of Meridian.   

¶ 160 units are for elderly/disabled (Low Rent Public Housing) 

¶ 80 units are HUD-assisted elderly/disabled (Section 8 New Construction Program) 

¶ 10 units for families on scattered Sites (Low Rent Public Housing) 

¶ 187 market rate housing units 

¶ 4 units for Permanent Supportive Housing 

¶ 441 total owned units, all managed by BCACHA 
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The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program serves approximately 2,230 low-income households 

throughout Ada County (156 Meridian households). This program allows clients to choose affordable 

rental units that meet program requirements within Ada County. Once an affordable rental unit has been 

identified the household may pay a portion of the rent, based on income. BCACHA provides the Section 8 

rental subsidy portion to the landlord. 

Actions to address the needs of public housing include: 

¶ Opportunities for residents and community members to become involved with the development 

of policies, programs, and services regarding public housing. 

¶ Implement activities that recognize residents and community members as a positive resource for 

effective and responsible public housing. 

¶ Coordinator and catalyst in developing opportunities for public housing residentsτaimed at 

increasing economic and human potential. 

¶ Public housing residents assist in designing ACHA strategies, participate in on-site resident 

council/groups and activity committees, and increase communication of resources for residents. 

¶ BCACHA employs two full-time Service Coordinators to assist residents in connecting with 

community services and programs to assist them in maintaining independent housing. 

BCACHA launched a Landlord Incentive Program aimed at increasing affordable housing options for 

voucher holders. The program resulted in housing an additional 56 households within 6 months. Staff also 

conducted outreach to local landlords to develop and enhance relationships in order to increase the 

number of participating landlords.  

The BCACHA entered into a sub-recipient agreement with Ada County in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, to administer $12.7 million of the Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) to help Ada 

County residents pay rent and utility costs in order to maintain housing stability. As of January 31, 2022, 

the initial round of funding received for the program was 100% expended and resulted in serving 2,784 

households. BCACHA has received additional funding beyond the initial award and continues to support 

households who have been affected by the pandemic. Approximately 20% of assisted households were 

Meridian residents. 
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NA-40 HOMELESS NEEDS ASSESSMENT ς 91.205(C) 

Introduction: 

The U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funds local homeless assistance and prevention networks called Continuums of 

Care (CoC).   Idaho is divided into two CoCs: Boise City Ada County (Region Seven) and Balance of State (Regions One through Six).  In addition to 

organizing, delivering, and reporting on housing and services for people who are experiencing homelessness, CoCs are required to complete a 

one-night point-in-time count of homeless persons during the last ten days in January.  LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ tƻƛƴǘ-In-Time (PIT) count was conducted on 

the night of February 23, 2022. 

The data from PIT Counts helps determine the amount of funding awarded for homeless programs, reports changes among the homeless 

population and raises public awareness of homelessness.  Data from the one-night PIT count and the longitudinal data collected by the Homeless 

Management Information System (HMIS) are the primary sources used to measure the progress in meeting the national strategic goal of 

preventing and ending homelessness. 

The primary goal of the PIT Count is to provide a one-ƴƛƎƘǘ άǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

streets, in places not meant for habitation, or are currently residing in emergency shelters or homeless transitional housing projects.   

I¦5Ωǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tL¢ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ friends or relatives, in a hotel/motel, in a 

treatment facility, or in jail.  While persons in these circumstances may be at imminent risk of becoming homeless, the focus of the PIT Count is to 

identify those already experiencing homelessness. 

¦ǎƛƴƎ I¦5Ωǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tL¢ ŎƻǳƴǘΣ /ƻ/ǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎǘructed to count all adults, children in households, and unaccompanied 

youth who, on the night of the count, reside in one of the places described below: 

¶ An unsheltered homeless person resides in a place not meant for human habitation, a vehicle, or the streets.  This count includes people 

in temporary tents, encampments, and warming centers. 

¶ A sheltered homeless person resides in an emergency shelter, transitional housing, or supportive housing for homeless persons who 

originally came from the streets or emergency shelters. 

Due to the nature of a one-night count, the uses of the PIT Count data and its limitations should be noted.  It is understood that a one-night point 

in time count has limitations and in any given year may under-count or over-count the population of those who are homeless when compared to 



 

  Consolidated Plan MERIDIAN     86 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021) 

data collected over a more extended period of time or at other periodic intervals.  The most significant value of the PIT Count is that it is 

an unduplicated count of both sheltered and unsheltered persons experiencing homelessness on one night.  Decreases or increases in the number 

of persons counted from year to year may indicate a change in the homeless population, external circumstances, or both.  

External factors affecting the count include the number of organizations participating in the count, persons who are homeless not accessing 

shelter or services during the count, volunteers experiencing difficulty finding those who are living on the street who agree to be surveyed, 

weather or natural disasters, community events, and new or closed projects. 

The NA-40 Homeless Needs Assessment data represents the point-in-time count for all of Region 7.  Data listed is for Region 7, including Ada 

County, City of Boise, and City of Meridian.  The PIT count does not provide data specifically for the City of Meridian.     

Homeless Needs Assessment  

Population Estimate the # of persons 
experiencing homelessness on 

a given night 

Estimate the # 
experiencing 
homelessness 

each year 

Estimate the # 
becoming 

homeless each 
year 

Estimate the # 
exiting 

homelessness 
each year 

Estimate the # 
of days persons 

experience 
homelessness 

 Sheltered Unsheltered     

Persons in Households with Adult(s) 

and Child(ren) 5 86 0 0 0 0 

Persons in Households with Only 

Children 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Persons in Households with Only 

Adults 75 454 0 0 0 0 

Chronically Homeless Individuals 41 77 0 0 0 0 

Chronically Homeless Families 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Veterans 4 93 0 0 0 0 

Unaccompanied Child 0 18 0 0 0 0 

Persons with HIV 0 1 0 0 0 0 
TABLE 25 - HOMELESS NEEDS ASSESSMENT  

Data Source Comments:    
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If data is not available for the categories "number of persons becoming and exiting homelessness each year," and "number of days that 

persons experience homelessness," describe these categories for each homeless population type (including chronically homeless 

individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth): 

Our Path Home submitted its final data from the Point-in-Time (PIT) Count & Housing Inventory Chart (HIC) for Ada County to the federal 

government. The Count found a total of 620 people experiencing homelessness on the night of February 23rd, 2022.  While Our Path Home has 

seen a minor decrease in tƘŜ нлнн tL¢ /ƻǳƴǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлнлΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ hǳǊ tŀǘƘ IƻƳŜΩǎ partners have seen an increase in people accessing their 

resources. The Point-in-Time-Count (PIT) & Homeless Inventory County (HIC) helps monitor trends over time but is only one piece of information 

used by communities to determine the current need. 

Key findings from the 2022 Homeless Count include: 

¶ 620 people were experiencing homelessness 

¶ 464 were staying in a homeless shelter (6.6% decrease from 2020) 

¶ 80 people were living unsheltered (3.6% decrease from 2020) 

¶ 76 were in transitional housing (13.4% increase from 2020) 

Chronically Homeless 

The chronically homeless are defined as an unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition or a family with a Head of Household 

who has a disabling condition, and who has either been continuously homeless for a year or more OR has had at least four episodes of 

homelessness in the past three years totaling 12 months or longer. 

¶ 118 persons were identified as chronically homeless in Region 7.  Over a third of chronically homeless individuals were unsheltered. 

Families with Children 

¶ The PIT counted 5 persons in households with unsheltered children and 86 persons in households with children who were sheltered.  The 

2022 PIT also was notable for having no persons in parenting youth households counted. 

Veterans 

¶ The PIT reported 97 veterans who were homeless. There were 93 homeless veterans who were sheltered and 4 who were unsheltered. 
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The United States Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) reports that 3 states, Connecticut, Delaware, and Virginia, have nearly eliminated 

homelessness for veterans and have robust systems in place to ensure that homelessness is rare, brief, and one-time. While Idaho has seen rates 

of homelessness amongst veterans drop dramatically over the past decade, there are still no communities that have met the USICH standard to 

end veterans' homelessness. 

The Continuum of Care established a goal to "Decrease Total Veteran Homelessness by at Least 5% from 2021 to 2022."  This goal was not 

met.  Total Veterans experiencing homelessness has increased by 17%.  The goal "Decrease Unsheltered Veteran Homelessness by at Least 5% from 

2021 to 2022" was achieved.  Unsheltered Veterans decreased by 20% in the 2022 PIT. 

Unaccompanied Youth 

¶ All unaccompanied youth in Region 7 were counted as sheltered. There was 18 unaccompanied youth who were counted.  The Continuum 

of Care identified a goal to "Reduce Unaccompanied Youth from 2021 to 2022."  The goal was met with a 76% decrease in 

2022.  Additionally, unaccompanied youth went from 15% of the homeless population counted in the 2021 PIT to 3% in 2022. 
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Nature and Extent of Homelessness: (Optional) 

Race: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional) 

White 476 73 

Black or African American 37 0 

Asian 3 0 

American Indian or Alaska 

Native 6 4 

Pacific Islander 4 0 

Ethnicity: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional) 

Hispanic 0 0 

Not Hispanic 0 0 
Data Source 
Comments:  
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Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance for families with children 

and the families of veterans. 

Families with children continue to be one of the most vulnerable groups experiencing homelessness.  The 

2022 PIT does not provide information on families of veterans.   

The major causes of homelessness for children in the U.S. involve both structural and individual factors, in

cluding: 

1. ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŦƻǊ families; 

2. A lack of affordable housing across the nation; 

3. Continuing impacts of the Great Recession; 

4. Racial disparities in homelessness; 

5. The challenges of single parenting; and 

6. The ways in which traumatic experiences, especially domestic violence, precede and prolong 

homelessness for families. 

ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ hǳǘŎŀǎǘǎ - ! wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎέ American Institutes for Research, 2014 

2022 Point-in-Time-Count - Adult and Children Households 

¶ Adults and children households were 15% of the population of persons experiencing 

homelessness.  There were a total of 91 people in this category. 

¶ Adults and children households have decreased by 57% since 2018.  In 2018, 143 people were 

counted in this category and 91 in 2022. 

¶ Five people in adult and children households were counted as unsheltered in 2022. 
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Describe the Nature and Extent of Homelessness by Racial and Ethnic Group. 

Information on the racial and ethnic groups of homeless persons was unavailable for Region 7 - Ada 

County. 

Our Path Home established a goal to "Decrease Racial Disparity from 2021 to 2022." This goal checks 

whether Black or African American individuals make up more or less of the homeless population than 

they do of the general population.  According to the 2020 American Community Survey, Black or African 

Americans comprise 1.2% of the Boise City/Ada County population.   

The Continuum of Care has not met this goal.  Black or African American individuals comprise 5.96% of the 

homeless population, up 0.39% from 5.58% in 2021.   

The Continuum of Care has not identified any other racial or ethnic disparities in Region 7. 

Describe the Nature and Extent of Unsheltered and Sheltered Homelessness. 

¢ƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ όI¦5ύ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ 

defined in the Final Rule of the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act 

(HEARTH Act), as described in the following four categories: 

1. Individuals and families who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including a 

subset for an individual who is exiting an institution where he or she resided for 90 days or less 

and who resided in an emergency shelter or a place not meant for human habitation immediately 

before entering that institution. 

2. Individuals and families who will imminently lose their primary nighttime residence. 

3. Unaccompanied youth and families with children and youth who are defined as homeless under 

other federal statutes who do not otherwise qualify as homeless under this definition. 

4. Individuals and families who are fleeing, or are attempting to flee, domestic violence, dating 

violence, sexual assault, stalking, or other dangerous or life-threatening conditions that relate to 

violence against the individual or a family member. 

Coordinated entry is an essential process through which people experiencing or at risk of experiencing 

homelessness can access the crisis response system in a streamlined way, have their strengths and needs 

quickly assessed, and quickly connect to appropriate, tailored housing and mainstream services within the 

community or designated region. When possible, the assessment provides the ability for households to 

gain access to the best options to ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

being evaluated for a single program within the system. The most intensive interventions are prioritized 

for those with the highest needs. 

The number of persons counted in the Point In Time Count in Region 7 has continued to decrease over 

the past five years for both unsheltered and shelter persons experiencing homelessness.   

¶ There were 517 people counted in an emergency shelter in 2018 and 464 in 2022 - a 10% 

decrease. 



 

  Consolidated Plan MERIDIAN     93 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021) 

¶ There were 121 people counted in as unsheltered in 2018 and 80 in 2022 - a 50% decrease. 

Discussion: 

PRIMARY REASONS FOR HOMELESSNESS The top causes of homelessness are experiencing domestic 

violence or sexual abuse, an unexpected change or loss in income/job, being evicted or having a landlord 

dispute, and having a housing affordability issue. Such information assists in identifying and implementing 

appropriate and effective homelessness prevention initiatives based on local needs.  

 

Primary reasons for homelessness; 

¶ 28% domestic violence or abuse 

¶ 25% other 

¶ 20% lack/loss of income 

¶ 18% forced out of housing 

¶ 9% disability 

2020 State of Homelessness in Idaho 

NA-45 NON-HOMELESS SPECIAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT - 91.205 (B,D) 

Meridian has a wide variety of public and private agencies that provide services to non-homeless special 

needs populations.  US Census, American Community Survey data, and consultation with local 

stakeholder groups provided the data for the non-homeless special needs assessment. 

Groups that require supportive housing includes but is not limited to: 

¶ The elderly, age 65 and over, and the frail elderly, who are defined as elderly persons who require 

assistance with three or more activities of daily living such as bathing, walking, and performing 

light housework. 

¶ Persons with mental, physical, and/or developmental disabilities. 

¶ Persons with HIV/AIDS and their families. 

¶ Victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking. 

¶ Persons with alcohol or other drug addictions. 

¶ Individuals in need of housing due to criminal backgrounds. 

¶ Individuals in need of housing due to evictions stemming from poverty. 

There are several populations of residents that may need supportive housing in Meridian.  These include 
elderly persons, frail elderly, persons with disabilities, persons with alcohol or other drug addictions, 
persons with HIV/AIDS and their families, and Section 108 Housing Choice Voucher Holders. 
 
Elderly persons: 
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¶ Meridian has 6,450 households with a household that contains at least one person 62-74 years of 
age. 

¶ 12% of households with a person 62-74 are extremely low-income.   

¶ 10% of households with a person 62-74 are low-income. 

¶ 20% of households with a person 62-74 are moderate-income. 

¶ 56% of households with a person 62-74 are middle to upper income. 
Frail Elderly 

¶ Meridian has 2,745 households with a person age 75 or greater. 

¶ 17% of households with a person age 75 or greater are extremely low-income. 

¶ 15% of households with a person 75 or greater are low-income. 

¶ 20% of households with a person 75 or greater are moderate income. 

¶ 48% of households with a person 75 or greater are middle to upper income. 
Both elderly and frail elderly households have housing needs centered on maintaining affordable housing 
options.  Many residents in this category also benefit from accessibility upgrades in their homes. 

Supportive Housing 

Supportive housing is an innovative and proven solution to some of communities' toughest problems. It 

combines affordable housing with services that help people who face the most complex challenges to live 

with stability, autonomy, and dignity. People in supportive housing live more stable and productive lives. 

Residents of supportive housing are linked to intensive case management and voluntary, life-improving 

services like health care, workforce development, and child welfare. 

Supportive housing improves: 

¶ Housing stability 

¶ Employment 

¶ Mental and physical health 

¶ School attendance 

¶ Reduces active substance use 

Supportive housing is permanent housing that has no time limit on residency assigned to it. 

There are no supportive housing programs in Meridian. 

Describe the characteristics of special needs populations in your community: 

There are several populations of residents that may need supportive housing in Meridian.  These include 
elderly person, frail elderly, persons with disabilities, persons with alcohol or other drug addictions, 
person with HIV/AIDS and their families, and Section 108 Housing Choice Voucher Holders. 
 
Persons with disabilities: 
Meridian has a relatively small population of individuals under 65 with a disability.  The national average 
for persons under 65 with a disability is 8.7%, 5.7% in Meridian.  Individuals who have a disability have a 
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wide range of needs depending upon their circumstances.  Home accessibility improvements  are often a 
high priority for individuals who have mobility challenges.   
Types of Disabilities 

¶ Hearing difficulty ς 3.1% 

¶ Vision difficulty ς 1.3% 

¶ Cognitive difficulty ς 2.8% 

¶ Ambulatory difficulty ς 3.9% 

¶ Self-care difficulty ς 1.3% 

¶ Independent living difficulty ς 3.4% 
2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates ς S1080 

Youth 

Additionally, Meridian is a relatively young city, with persons under 18 accounting for 28.2% of the 

population, and children under 5 are 6.8% of the population.  The national average for persons under 18 is 

22.3% of the population.  This large group relies on services to help nurture their growth into becoming 

productive and thoughtful future citizens.  Factors surrounding schools, playgrounds, lead-based paint 

hazards, poverty, and crime play a significant role in ensuring that the city's children are safe and grow up 

in livable neighborhoods. 

Poverty 

Meridian's poverty rate is 6.5%.   The US Census cautions that "poverty rate estimates are not comparable 

to other geographic levels due to methodology differences that may exist between different data 

sources." With this in mind, the US Census lists the national poverty rate as 11.5% 

US Census QuickFacts, July 1, 2021 (V2021) 

Persons who are experiencing addiction to alcohol or other drugs: 
9ȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ 5ǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ōƛƴƎe or heavy 
drinking in the past 30 days. Excessive drinking is a risk factor for a number of adverse health outcomes, 
such as alcohol poisoning, hypertension, acute myocardial infarction, sexually transmitted infections, 
unintended pregnancy, fetal alcohol syndrome, sudden infant death syndrome, suicide, interpersonal 
violence, and motor vehicle crashes. 

¶ 22% of Ada County residents have reported excessive drinking in the past 30 days 
Alcohol-Impaired Driving Deaths is the percentage of motor vehicle crash deaths with alcohol 
involvement.  Alcohol-Impaired Driving Deaths are reported for the county of occurrence. This is because 
it is more likely that the drinking behavior that led to the driving crash happened where the accident 
occurred rather than in the county where the people involved in the crash reside. 

¶ Alcohol impaired driving deaths in Ada County ς 34% 
ά/ƻǳƴǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ wŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ ϧ wƻŀŘƳŀǇǎΥ !Řŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ LŘŀƘƻέ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
Institute 
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Substance Misuse 
Data on substance misuse is ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ όтύ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ  aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴ ƛǎ 
covered by District 4, Center District Health.   
Overdose death in District 4 in 2019  

¶ 92 - natural and synthetic opioids 

¶ 76 - oxycodone/hydrocodone/ codeine 

¶ 24 -  morphine 

¶ 25 - methadone 

¶ 48 - synthetic opioid  
ά{ǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ aƛǎǳǎŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ bŜŜŘǎ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ нлмфέ LŘŀƘƻ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 5ǊǳƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ 

¶ 12.39% of residents in District 4 used an illicit drug in the past month among people aged 12 or 
older 

Interactive NDUH Substate Estimates, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive 
 
Public Housing residents: There are no public housing units in Meridian. 
 
Families on the public housing and Section 8 tenant-based wait list: 
As of March 2022, there were a total of 2,500 applicantǎ ƻƴ !/I!Ωǎ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ±ƻǳŎƘŜǊ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘΦ 
This includes 20% elderly households, 49% disabled households, and 48% families with minor children. 
For families on the waiting list, the most immediate need is access to affordable rental housing.  
 
Section 8 Voucher Holders: 
The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program serves approximately 2,230 low-income households 
throughout Ada County (156 Meridian households).  Finding and maintaining housing is a primary housing 
challenge for Housing  Choice Voucher holders.   

 

What are the housing and supportive service needs of these populations and how are these needs 

determined?    

The non-homeless special needs populations in Meridian have a wide range of service needs, including 

transitional housing, supportive housing, accessible housing, counseling, case management, 

transportation to healthcare facilities, and employment. All special needs populations require special 

consideration. While many persons within the special needs population do not rely on governmental 

assistance, some do. 

Elderly and frail elderly persons may require supportive housing options that help provide access to 

medical care, transportation, accessible housing, and case management.  

Persons with disabilities (mental, physical, developmental) may require support housing options that 

include group living arrangement, access to transportation, accessible housing, counseling, and case 

management. 

Persons who are experiencing substance use disorders may need supportive housing in a group living 

arrangement, access to transportation, access to health care, counseling services, and case management. 
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Public Housing  residents:  There are no public housing units in Meridian. 

Section 8 Voucher holders may need assistance with maintaining stable housing and family self-sufficiency 

resources. 

Persons with HIV/AIDS and their families: Meridian residents with HIV have a wide range of service needs, 

including transitional housing, supportive housing, accessible housing, counseling, case management, 

transportation to healthcare facilities, and employment. All special needs populations require special 

consideration. 

Meridian does not have emergency shelter beds or a domestic violence shelter. Many residents need to 

travel to neighboring cities including Boise to get their services met. Additionally, Meridian lacks 

transitional housing facilities. 

There is a strong demand for more special needs housing and assistance to help these populations stay in 

stable environments. These residents are often low- and moderate-income persons or are experiencing 

homelessness. Additionally, many of these residents fall within two or more special needs categories, such 

as being elderly and having a physical disability.  

Discuss the size and characteristics of the population with HIV/AIDS and their families within the 

Eligible Metropolitan Statistical Area:  

The Idaho Department of Health & Welfare Family Planning, STD, and HIV Programs (FPSHP) and the 

Idaho Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS (IACHA) use HIV/AIDS epidemiologic and surveillance data to 

provide guidance and funding for programs for persons with, or at risk for, HIV/AIDS. The goals of these 

programs are to prevent HIV infections and, for those who are infected, to promote testing, care, and 

treatment. 

Reports and incidence rates of sexually transmitted infections (STI) in Idaho continue to increase. 

Incidences of chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis infections have increased notably in Idaho since 2014. 

Since becoming a reportable disease in Idaho in 1986, rates of chlamydia have reached an all-time 

high.  Recent increases in rates year-over-year have not been recorded in Idaho since the mid-1980s for 

gonorrhea and the mid-1950s for syphilis. 

HIV infection: Thirty-five (35) HIV diagnoses were reported among Idaho residents during 2019, which was 

stable compared with the number of reports received during prior years. Over 85% of reports were 

among males with a bimodal distribution; most frequently reported among those aged 39 and 45-54 

years. 

Race-and ethnicity-specific incidence rates indicate disparities exist at a state level, although incomplete 

race and ethnicity data and small numbers necessitate caution when interpreting these rates. During 

2019, chlamydia incidence rates among Idaho residents who were non-white were significantly higher 

than those who are white. Gonorrhea incidence rates in 2019 were significantly higher among American 

Indian/Alaska Native and black residents compared with white residents. 

Idaho Reported Sexually Transmitted Diseases 2019 



 

  Consolidated Plan MERIDIAN     98 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021) 

 

Idaho's report on STIs only provides information on the age of the person at the time of diagnosis. Public 

Health District 4, which includes Ada, Boise, Elmore, and Valley County reported a total of 11 new HIV 

cases in 2019. 

HIV infection by age group, Public Health District 4, 2019 

Age       Reported Cases 

20-24        1 

25-29        4 

30-34        2 

35-39        1 

40-44        0 

45-54        2 

55-64        1 

65+           0 

Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS/HIV (HOPWA) 

The HOPWA program fulfills the housing and/or service needs of people living with HIV/AIDS. Long-term 

rental assistance is offered while supportive services center around ensuring participants are able to 

retain their housed status. 

This resource is made available through sponsor organizations throughout the State of Idaho that 

specialize in HIV/AIDS-related services and/or low-income rental assistance programs.  Idaho Housing and 

Finance Association (IHFA) currently contracts with HOPWA service providers throughout the State of 

Idaho that specialize in HIV/AIDS-related services and/or low-income rental assistance programs. There is 

currently no HOPWA service in Meridian. 

Discussion: 

Meridian and the surrounding community have a variety of services available for individuals with special 

needs.   

Meridian Senior Center 

The Senior Center offers active, healthy, and creative activities, along with opportunities for life 

enhancement programs to their members. 

¶ Activities and events for seniors 

¶ Free Attorney visit 

¶ Weekly lunches 

¶ Blood sugar testing 

¶ Foot clinic 
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El-Ada Community Action 

El-Ada Community Action Partnership (El-Ada) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation and was established in 

1967 as a part of the Economic Opportunity Act.  El-Ada works to reduce poverty, revitalize low-income 

communities, and to empower low-income families and individuals to become fully self-sufficient. 

Idaho Division of Vocational Rehab  

The Idaho Division of Vocational Rehab is a state agency that is primarily federally funded and receives a 

small portion of matching funds. The organization supports individuals with disabilities and trains them to 

be successful in employment beginning at age 14. 

Substance Use Disorder Programs 

There are a variety of drug and alcohol recovery programs in Meridian.  Local providers include Zelus 

Recovery, Cottonwood Creek, Center for Behavioral Health, Ascent Behavioral Health, and Harmony 

House.  St. Luke's Hospital has an addiction and substance abuse program for teens in the Pediatric 

Behavioral Health Department. 

Idaho State Independent Living Council 

The Idaho State Independent Living Council is the statewide entity that works with independent living 

centers to support individuals and families with disability. The Council works on systemic issues through 

advocacy, public outreach, and education. 

Metro Meals on Wheels 

Meals on Wheels Metro Boise delivers and serves more than 1,500 meals each weekday (up 300 meals a 

day over this time last year) to homebound seniors throughout Ada County, Emmett, Middleton, and a 

portion of Caldwell. 

PEER Wellness 

PEER Wellness is a recovery community center that provides intervention and long-term support for 

adults with behavioral health issues.  Services include recovery coaching, support groups, social events, 

connections to treatment, advocacy, and community education events.   

Supportive Housing and Innovative Partnerships (SHIP) 

SHIP provides transitional housing for individuals and veterans with substance abuse, mental health 

issues, and who are experiencing homelessness. To provide well-rounded support, clients receive help 

with employment opportunities, transportation, enhanced safety, sober programs, and more. SHIP 

facilities include 13 houses, four vans, and many retail stores, all run by a team of 60 employees. 

NA-50 NON-HOUSING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT NEEDS ς 91.215 (F) 
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5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΥ 

Public facilities generally include senior centers, homeless facilities, youth centers, childcare centers, 

neighborhood facilities, fire stations/equipment, health facilities, and facilities for special needs 

populations.  Meridian's continued growth will require constant investment in public facilities to help 

keep up with population growth and the need for services. 

The City of Meridian lacks homeless facilities. 

¶ No homeless emergency shelter space is available in Meridian. 

¶ Meridian does not have a domestic violence shelter. 

¶ There are no transitional housing facilities in Meridian. 

Residents who are the most vulnerable are those that are experiencing housing instability. Leaving the 

community for services in Boise, Nampa, or Caldwell, takes vulnerable residents away from their existing 

safety net of family, employment, schools, and religious community. Families that stay in their community 

have the best chances of quickly resolving their housing instability or financial challenges and minimizing 

the impact of homelessness on their children. 

The City's annual report highlights the public facility projects that have been completed and lays out a 

path for future investment. 

One tool that is helping the City of Meridian with transportation and Responsible Growth is Urban 

Renewal Districts (URD). City Council approved these URDs during the last year to build off the success of 

other districts like the Ten Mile URD. Specifically, the Linder Urban Renewal District, which is planned to 

help fund the construction of the Linder Road Overpass. In addition, one new district was formed in 

downtown, the 126-acre Northern Gateway District, and the Union District was expanded. Both of these 

URDs will help with needed transportation projects and will help continue the revitalization efforts of 

downtown to enhance the quality of life for all residents. 

Improved Open Spaces 

Community Development has focused its efforts to change open space and amenity requirements in City 

Code. The latest changes include increasing the open space required for proposed subdivisions and 

clarifying the value of various amenities in new projects. Projects zoned R-4, R-8, and R-15 now require 20 

percent or 50 percent more open space, respectively. Also, larger projects require more amenities to be 

installed. An increase in the amount of open space required, based on the zoning of the property, 

provides more recreation space and helps preserve Meridian's open space. 

Streetlights 

Several projects were completed in 2021 to deploy additional streetlights into the community as well as 

retrofit existing streetlights to LED bulbs. New streetlights were installed along sections of Chinden as 

part of the widening as well as in underserved areas on Ten Mile Road and near Chaparral Elementary 

School. In addition, 465 streetlights were upgraded to LED bulbs.  
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Meridian 2021 Annual Report 

How were these needs determined? 

The City conducted a comprehensive approach to determining the needs of the community. 

¶ A public survey was distributed throughout the community to help determine the priority of 

potential projects. 

¶ The City commissioned a study on the built environment of Meridian to determine where to 

prioritize resources. 

¶ Several community partner and stakeholder meetings were held over the past year to listen to 

the needs of the community. 

¶ A meeting was held for internal City employees and local housing providers to provide input on 

the growth of the City. 

¶ Individual interviews were conducted with key partners and internal city staff. 

¶ City and regional planning documents, HUD PD&R research, and other data points were 

reviewed. 

¶ Information on the Consolidated Plan process, survey responses, and community feedback were 

presented to Meridian City Council. 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΥ 

The City of Meridian conducted a study, "Analysis of Built Environment and Opportunities for 

Improvement," to determine the community's needs for improved infrastructure and more livable 

neighborhoods for low- to moderate-income residents. 

The study recommended: 

¶ Continued homeowner rehabilitation assistance for income-eligible homeowners with needed 

improvements to preserve housing affordability, safety, and livability. 

¶ Expanding recent efforts to provide needed sidewalks into low- and moderate-income residential 

neighborhoods. 

¶ Installing streetlights in low- and moderate-income neighborhoods to improve safety. 

¶ Develop more green spaces and parks in areas developed before the 1990s and coordinate efforts 

with the West Ada School District to ensure playground space is located near or at schools. 

¶ Exploring the potential need for additional community centers to accommodate the drastic 

increase in population. 

¶ Consider projects that will help improve food access in low- and moderate-income 

neighborhoods and develop community gardens. 

Additionally, "City of Meridian's 2022-2025 Strategic Plan" outlined goals for improving transportation 

and infrastructure. 

¶ Widen roads and improve intersections 

¶ Improve sidewalk connections and accessibility 
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¶ Enhance our pathway network 

¶ Invest in street lighting and safety. 

How were these needs determined? 

The City conducted a comprehensive approach to determining the needs of the community. 

¶ A public survey was distributed throughout the community to help determine the priority of 

potential projects. 

¶ The City commissioned a study on the built environment of Meridian to determine where to 

prioritize resources. 

¶ Several community partner and stakeholder meetings were held over the past year to listen to 

the needs of the community. 

¶ A meeting was held for internal City employees and local housing providers to provide input on 

the growth of the City. 

¶ Individual interviews were conducted with key partners and internal city staff. 

¶ City and regional planning documents, HUD PD&R research, and other data points were 

reviewed. 

¶ Information on the Consolidated Plan process, survey responses, and community feedback was 

presented to Meridian City Council. 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΥ 

Public services generally include homeless/AIDS patient programs, senior services, handicapped services, 

legal services, youth services, transportation services, substances abuse services, services for 

battered/abused spouses, employment training, crime awareness/prevention, housing counseling, 

childcare services, health services, services for abused/neglected children, and mental health services. 

Meridian accepts applications for public service projects to determine which projects best meet the 

needs of low- to moderate-income residents.  The City looks for projects that will help substantially 

improve the lives of low- to moderate-income residents in Meridian. 

How were these needs determined? 

The City conducted a comprehensive approach to determining the needs of the community. 

¶ A public survey was distributed throughout the community to help determine the priority of 

potential projects. 

¶ The City commissioned a study on the built environment of Meridian to determine where to 

prioritize resources. 

¶ Several community partner and stakeholder meetings were held over the past year to listen to 

the needs of the community. 

¶ A meeting was held for internal City employees and local housing providers to provide input on 

the growth of the City. 

¶ Individual interviews were conducted with key partners and internal city staff. 
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¶ City and regional planning documents, HUD PD&R research, and other data points were 

reviewed. 

¶ Information on the Consolidated Plan process, survey responses, and community feedback was 

presented to Meridian City Council. 
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HOUSING MARKET ANALYSIS 

MA-05 OVERVIEW 

Housing Market Analysis Overview: 

The purpose of the Market Analysis is to provide a clear picture of the environment in which the 

jurisdiction must administer its programs over the course of the Consolidated Plan.  In conjunction with 

the Needs Assessment, the Market Analysis will provide the basis for the Strategic Plan and the programs 

and projects to be administered. 

The Housing Market Analysis provides information on: 

¶ Significant characteristics of Meridian's housing market in general, including the supply, demand, 

condition, and cost of housing. 

¶ Housing stock available to serve persons with disabilities and other special needs. 

¶ Condition and need of public and assisted housing. 

¶ A brief inventory of facilities, housing, and services to meet the needs of homeless persons. 

¶ Regulatory barriers to affordable housing. 

¶ Significant characteristics of the jurisdiction's economy. 

MA-10 NUMBER OF HOUSING UNITS ς 91.210(A)&(B)(2) 

Introduction 

¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

throughout the country. Some economists estimate that one consequence of the 2008 foreclosure crisis 

was the slow rebound in home construction while household growth continued, resulting in 

underproduction of housing by more than 3 million units. 

Although home production has recently been on the rise, building permits, one indicator of new housing 

supply, remain below historical averages and far below the level needed to eliminate the deficit in 

housing. 

The consequences of inadequate supply are higher housing costs for both renting and buying a home. 

More than 37 million renter and owner households spent more than 30 percent of their income for 

housing in 2019. In the years prior to the pandemic, low-interest rates for mortgage loans and increasing 

incomes, not lower home values, had reduced owner cost burden. For renters, increasing incomes were 

matched by rising rents, maintaining cost burdens despite a strong economy. 

"Opportunities to Increase Housing Production and Preservation"  HUD PD&R, September 7, 2021 

The data tables are populated from the 2013-2017 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates. 



 

  Consolidated Plan MERIDIAN     105 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021) 

¶ Residential properties primarily comprise traditional 1-unit structures (87%) and apartment 

complexes of 2 or more units (10%).   

¶ Mobile homes, boats, RV, vans comprise 3% of the residential property units. 

¶ Most owner-occupied (99%) and rental units (89%) have two or more bedrooms. 

All residential properties by number of units 

Property Type Number % 

1-unit detached structure 29,525 86% 

1-unit, attached structure 505 1% 

2-4 units 1,730 5% 

5-19 units 550 2% 

20 or more units 940 3% 

Mobile Home, boat, RV, van, etc 890 3% 
Total  34,140  100%  

TABLE 26 ς RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES BY UNIT NUMBER 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 

 

Unit Size by Tenure 

 Owners Renters 

Number % Number % 

No bedroom 85 0% 230 3% 

1 bedroom 240 1% 630 8% 

2 bedrooms 1,475 6% 2,395 30% 

3 or more bedrooms 23,495 93% 4,650 59% 
Total  25,295  100%  7,905  100%  

TABLE 27 ς UNIT SIZE BY TENURE 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 
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Ada County - Housing Conditions 

Idaho Housing and Finance Association (IHFA) 

Idaho Housing and Finance Association is a unique financial institution and administrator of affordable 

housing resources. IHFA functions as an agent for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development and performs a variety of tasks associated with financing, developing or managing 

affordable housing.  

IHFA Statewide Priorities 

¶ Increase the supply of affordable rental housing in urban and rural communities; 

¶ wŜŘǳŎŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǊƻnically homeless; 

¶ Prevent homelessness through emergency housing assistance; 

¶ Expand homeownership by providing reasonable educational and financial support; 

¶ Financially and organizationally support community and local government investment in housing 

opportunities that are affordable; and, 

¶ Preserve older, existing housing stock to maintain affordability. 
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Idaho Housing offers home loan options, including conventional loans, Rural Housing development, FHA 

and VA loans.  

Homebuyer Tax Credit (MCC) 

A Mortgage Credit Certificate (MCC) issued by Idaho Housing and Finance Association allows a 

homebuyer to claim a federal tax credit for 35% of the mortgage interest paid per year, up to $2,000 each 

year. The MCC is an actual tax credit, to use toward any federal taxes the borrower may owe, and it can 

be rolled over for up to 3 years. A homebuyer may be eligible to receive the tax credit for as long as he or 

she occupies the home.  

Down Payment / Closing Cost Assistance 

Idaho Housing offers down payment and closing cost assistance to homebuyers with good credit. If a 

ōƻǊǊƻǿŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŎŀǎƘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǳǇŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƻ 

purchase a home.  

Second Mortgage 

¶ Can be used for down payment and closing cost assistance. 

¶ Available for 2.5% or 3.5% when using the First Loan. 

¶ Fixed-rate of 5% over 10 years with low monthly payments. 

¶ Income limits up to $110,000 for some products. 

¶ Credit score of 680 required or 640 when using the First Loan. 

¶ Finally Home!® Homebuyer Education is required. Only one certificate is required per loan. 

¶ Borrower must contribute at least 0.5% of the sales price of his OWN funds to the transaction. 

Forgivable Loan 

¶ No first time homebuyer requirement. 

¶ Available for up to 3.5% of the sales price. Tiered forgiveness over seven years. 

¶ A lien will be placed on the property. 

¶ Can be used for purchase or refinances. 

¶ Finally Home! Homebuyer Education is required. Only one certificate is required per loan. 

¶ Borrower must contribute at least 0.5% of the sales price of their own funds to the transaction. 

Refinancing  

Idaho Housing offers cashout, rate/term, and streamline refinancing.  
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New Building Permits 
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Describe the number and targeting (income level/type of family served) of units assisted with 

federal, state, and local programs. 

HUD Programs 

Assistance provided under HUD programs falls into three categories: public housing, tenant-based, and 

multifamily assisted or privately owned, project-based housing. 

Public housing is a form of project-based subsidy because households may receive assistance only if they 

agree to live at a particular public housing project. In public housing, local housing agencies receive 

allocations of HUD funding to build, operate, or improve housing. The local agencies own the housing. 

Currently, tenant-based assistance is the most prevalent form of housing assistance provided. Tenant-

based programs allow participants to find and lease housing in the private market. Local public housing 

agencies (PHAs) and some state agencies serving as PHAs enter into contracts with HUD to administer the 

programs. The PHAs then enter into contracts with private landlords. 

The third major type of HUD rental assistance is a collection of programs generally referred to as multi-

family assisted or privately-owned, project-based housing. The subsidy arrangement is termed project-

based because the assisted household may not take the subsidy and move to another location. 

Provide an assessment of units expected to be lost from the affordable housing inventory for any 

reason, such as expiration of Section 8 contracts. 

There is no anticipated loss of affordable housing units or expirations of Section 8 vouchers. 

Does the availability of housing units meet the needs of the population? 

The demand for housing continues to be one of the greatest challenges faced by residents in the Treasure 

Valley.  However, the City of Meridian is making strides to increase the housing supply. 

Community Planning Association of Southwest Idaho (COMPASS) has an annual report that outlines the 

housing market for the Treasure Valley. Their "2021 Development Monitoring Report" shows the progress 

made by Meridian. 

New Residential Units (single-family, multi-family, and manufactured/mobile) 

¶ In 2021, there were 10,833 new residential units in Ada and Canyon County. Meridian had 2,544 

new residential permits accounting for 24% of all residential permits in the Treasure Valley. 

Describe the need for specific types of housing: 

Meridian needs affordable housing units that ensures that low- to moderate-income residents are spending 

no more than 30% of their monthly income on housing expenses. While there is a monumental amount of 
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new housing units in the community, it does not meet the financial needs of the community's residents 

that are most vulnerable to housing instability. 

It is critical to understand how the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) evaluates 

income within a community. HUD sets income limits that determine eligibility for assisted housing 

programs including the Public Housing, Section 8 project-based, Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher, 

Section 202 housing for the elderly, and Section 811 housing for persons with disabilities programs. HUD 

develops income limits based on Median Family Income estimates and Fair Market Rent area definitions 

for each metropolitan area, parts of some metropolitan areas, and each non-metropolitan county. 

Meridian falls within the Boise City, ID HUD Metro FMR Area. 

In 2021, a family in Meridian is considered low- to moderate-income if they make; 

¶ $47,150 as a single person household 

¶ $53,900 as a two person household 

¶ $60,650 as a three person household 

¶ $67,350 as a four person household 

¶ $72,750 as a five person household 

¶ $78,150 as a six person household 

Most residents in Meridian either have a close family member or they themselves had an annual income 

that qualified as low- to moderate-income. Residents who fall within these income categories may have 

unique difficulties. 

Discussion 

Worst Case Housing Needs 

Households with worst case housing needs are: 

1. Very low-income renters; 

2. Households with incomes at or below 50 percent of area median income; 

3. Do not receive government housing assistance; and 

 

4. Pay more than one-half of their income toward rent, live in severely inadequate conditions, or 

both. 

The key to ending worst case housing needs is increasing affordable housing. In 2019, nationwide only 62 

affordable units were available for every 100 very low-income renter households. Only 40 affordable 

units were available for every 100 extremely low-income renter households.  

For most households, worst case needs are caused by severe rent burdens that is, paying more than one-

half of income for rent. Inadequate market supply, competition for affordable units, and a shortage of 

rental assistance pose a substantial challenge for very low-income renter households. 
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"Worst Case Housing Needs: 2021 Report to Congress" U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, Office of Policy Development and Research 

There isn't enough housing stock available that is affordable to the people who are most at risk of 

homelessness and housing instability. 

MA-15 HOUSING MARKET ANALYSIS: COST OF HOUSING - 91.210(A) 

Housing Affordability in Meridian 

The rapid increase in the cost of housing for both renters and homeowners places low- and moderate-

income residents in a position of having a housing cost burden.   

Housing is Out of Reach 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƎŀǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 

States. A full-time worker needs to earn an hourly wage of $15.40 in the Boise HMFA on average to afford 

a modest, two-bedroom rental home. The Housing Wage for a two-bedroom home is $19.27.  That is 

$12.02 higher than the federal minimum wage of $7.25 and $4.35 higher than the Boise HMFA hourly 

wage of $14.92 earned by renters.  

Renters with the lowest incomes face the greatest challenge in finding affordable housing. The average 

minimum wage worker in Boise HMFA must work nearly 106 hours per week to afford a two-bedroom 

rental home or 85 hours per week to afford a one-bedroom rental home at the average fair market rent.  

The annual income needed to afford a two-bedroom in Boise HMFA is $40,080.  The two-bedroom housing 

wage is $17.36.  Many occupations do not earn enough annually to afford housing. 

¶ Waiters and waitresses - $9.52 median hourly wage 

¶ Fast food and counter workers - $9.60 median hourly wage 

¶ Cooks, fast food - $9.98 median hourly wage 

¶ Cashiers - $11.74 median hourly wage 

¶ Home health and personal care aids - $11.95 median hourly wage 

¶ Teaching assistants, except post-secondary - $12.00 median hourly wage 

¶ Retail salespersons - $13.25 median hourly wage 

One-bedroom Housing Wage - $13.77 

¶ Nursing assistants - $14.28 median hourly wage 

¶ Customer services representatives - $16.68 median hourly wage 

¶ Construction laborers - $16.96 median hourly wage 
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Two-bedroom Housing Wage - $17.36 

¶ Maintenance and repair workers - $18.50 median hourly wage 

¶ Carpenters - $19.08 median hourly wage 

¶ Elementary school teachers - $24.52 median hourly wage 

¶ Secondary school teachers - $24.91 median hourly wage 

¶ Registered nurses - $35.15 median hourly wage 

"Out of Reach 2021" National Low Income Housing Coalition 

Cost of Housing 

 Base Year:  2009 Most Recent Year:  2017 % Change 

Median Home Value 211,400 221,300 5% 

Median Contract Rent 831 878 6% 
TABLE 28 ς COST OF HOUSING 

 
Data Source: 2000 Census (Base Year), 2013-2017 ACS (Most Recent Year) 

 

 
Rent Paid Number % 

Less than $500 875 11.1% 

$500-999 4,250 53.8% 

$1,000-1,499 2,050 25.9% 

$1,500-1,999 605 7.7% 

$2,000 or more 110 1.4% 
Total  7,890  99.8%  

TABLE 29 - RENT PAID 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 

 
 

Housing Affordability 

% Units affordable to Households 
earning  

Renter Owner 

30% HAMFI 270 No Data 

50% HAMFI 820 630 

80% HAMFI 3,900 4,110 

100% HAMFI No Data 7,095 
Total  4,990  11,835  

TABLE 30 ς HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 
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Monthly Rent  

Monthly Rent ($) Efficiency (no 
bedroom) 

1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 Bedroom 

Fair Market Rent 683 801 1,002 1,420 1,647 

High HOME Rent 683 801 1,002 1,239 1,363 

Low HOME Rent 660 706 847 979 1,092 
TABLE 31 ς MONTHLY RENT 

Data Source Comments:  
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FHFA House Price Index - Boise MSA 
 

Is there sufficient housing for households at all income levels? 

Data for monthly rent for fair market, high HOME, and low HOME rent is from the US Department of 

Housing and Urban Development from 2021. The lack of affordable housing impacts low- and moderate-

income residents the greatest.  The steadily increasing rent costs compound the financial struggles that 

these families are at risk of experiencing.   Additionally, the growing need for new rental housing units 

and aged housing unit stock results in many renters living in substandard housing conditions. 

Affordable, but not Available 

Homes that are affordable to extremely low-income renters are not necessarily available to them. In the 

private market, households can occupy homes that cost less than 30% of their incomes, and many do. 

When higher-income households occupy rental homes also affordable to lower-income households, they 

render those homes unavailable to the lower-income households. Extremely low-income renters must 

compete with all higher-income households for the limited number of rental homes affordable to them in 
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the private market. To truly measure the housing options extremely low-income renters have, we must 

account for the fact that higher-income renters occupy some of the most affordable units. Rental homes 

are both affordable and available for households of a specific income group if the homes are affordable to 

them and they are not occupied by higher-income households. 

Extremely Low-income Renters 

The vast majority of extremely low-income renters work in low-wage jobs or are unable to work.  With 

wages insufficient to pay for modest rental housing even when individuals work full-time year-round, a 

brief furlough or loss of hours, as we have seen over the past year, can create debts that renters can 

never repay.  Extremely low-income renters in the labor force, many already struggling to pay their rents 

before the pandemic, were significantly impacted by COVID-19. Industries most affected by COVID-19 

shutdowns consisted of a disproportionate share of low-wage work. Extremely low-income renters were 

likely impacted by the closures of restaurants, hotels, and other places of low-wage employment.  

The Gap, A Shortage of Affordable Homes, National Low Income Housing Coalition, March 2021 

How is affordability of housing likely to change considering changes to home values and/or rents? 

Rental Housing Stability 

As the economy improves, rental prices continue to increase.   The trend over the past decade has been a 

higher rental increase than the increase in monthly wages.  As this trend continues, it puts a more 

significant financial pressure on low- and moderate-income families who are spending an ever-increasing 

percentage of their income on housing costs.  

As higher-income renters and distressed homeowners seek cheaper alternatives to their current housing, 

competition for less expensive rental homes may actually increase. Meanwhile, few of the lowest-income 

renters have the option of leaving the rental market altogether. Consequently, rents for the least 

expensive homes may be less responsive to economic downturns, and in some cases, they could even 

increase because of greater demand. Even if rents at the bottom-end of the market fall during a 

downturn, they will not fall sufficiently to provide extremely low-income renters with an adequate supply 

of affordable housing. Owners have an incentive to abandon their rental properties or convert them to 

other uses when rental income is too low to cover basic operating costs and maintenance. They have 

little incentive to provide housing in the private market at rents that are affordable to extremely low-

income renters. During periods of economic growth, the private market on its own still does not provide 

an adequate supply of rental housing affordable to low-income households. The rents that the lowest-

income households can afford to pay typically do not cover the development costs and operating 

expenses of new housing. While new construction for higher-income renters encourages a chain of 

household moves that eventually benefits lower-income renters, new luxury units may not impact rents 

at the bottom of the market as much as they do rents at the top. 

The Gap, A Shortage of Affordable Homes, National Low Income Housing Coalition, March 2021 

Homeowner Housing Stability 
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The FHFA House Price Index (FHFA HPI®) is a broad measure of the movement of single-family house 

prices. The FHFA HPI is a weighted, repeat-sales index, meaning that it measures average price changes in 

repeat sales or refinancings on the same properties. This information is obtained by reviewing repeat 

mortgage transactions on single-family properties whose mortgages have been purchased or securitized 

by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac since January 1975. The FHFA HPI serves as a timely, accurate indicator of 

house price trends at various geographic levels. Because of the breadth of the sample, it provides more 

information than is available in other house price indexes. It also provides housing economists with an 

improved analytical tool that is useful for estimating changes in the rates of mortgage defaults, 

prepayments, and housing affordability in specific geographic areas. 

The FHFA HPI Calculator is available on the FHFA website and provides data on the increase of house 

prices in Boise MSA measured quarterly. A quick calculation for a home purchased in 2019 Quarter 1 for 

$100,000 and sold in 2021 Quarter 4 would have an appreciation of 67% and have an estimated value of 

$167,000.  

Continued housing cost increases will result in households that cannot convert their existing home into a 

larger home to accommodate a growing family, reduce the ability of renters to transition to 

homeownership, and cause the existing residents to be unable to purchase homes inside the City. 

How do HOME rents / Fair Market Rent compare to Area Median Rent? How might this impact 

your strategy to produce or preserve affordable housing? 

Fair Market Rent 

Since 1974 the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has helped low-income 

households obtain better rental housing and reduce the share of their income that goes toward rent 

through a program that relies on the private rental market.  A key parameter in operating the certificate 

and voucher programs is the Fair Market Rent (FMR).  FMRs play different roles in the certificate and 

voucher programs. In both programs, FMRs set limits. 

In the certificate program, FMRs set limits on what units can be rented; in the voucher program, FMRs set 

limits on the subsidy provided to the household. Certificate program households cannot rent units with 

gross rents exceeding the FMR; the recipients receive a subsidy equal to the difference between the gross 

rent and 30 percent of their incomes.  Voucher program households receive a subsidy equal to the 

difference between the FMR and 30 percent of their monthly incomes. Participants in the voucher 

program can choose units to live in with gross rents higher than the FMR, but they must pay the full cost 

of the difference between the gross rent and the FMR, plus 30 percent of their income. 

FMRs function primarily to control costs. Research has shown that program recipients act rationally and 

choose units with gross rents close to the FMRs, that is, the best units available under program 

rules.  While budget realities and sensitivities to public acceptance exert pressures to set FMRs at low 

levels, other concerns create countervailing incentives to raise FMRs. 

For the Section 8 program to work properly, certificate and voucher holders must have an adequate supply 

of decent, safe, and sanitary rental units to choose from. Higher quality units command higher rents, so 
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FMRs must be sufficiently high to provide acceptable choices for participants. In addition, the certificate 

and voucher programs were designed to allow assisted households to choose among different 

neighborhoods. The FMRs must also be high enough to provide acceptable choices among 

neighborhoods. 

Discussion 

Quality Affordable Homes Critical to Good Health 

When rents are high, families prioritize rent and utilities over food and health care, even when serious 

health conditions are part of the picture. Ensuring enough affordable homes are available can lead to 

healthier families and communities. In homes made affordable through rental vouchers, children are less 

likely to be hungry, less likely to be seriously underweight, and more likely to be in good health when 

compared to their peers in unaffordable homes. In communities with enough affordable homes, primary 

care visits go up by 20 percent, emergency room visits go down by 18 percent, and accumulated medical 

expenses go down by 12 percent. 

LŘŀƘƻ ǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ 

families to keep up. The shift to more expensive homes has caused median rent in Idaho to increase more 

than 30 percent since 1990 while Idaho median renter household income has increased by only 11 

percent. Today, only one out of the top five Idaho occupations has a median wage that is above what is 

needed to afford rent in a typical 2 bedroom home in the state. None of the most common occupations 

have entry wages sufficient. 

Today, Idaho has far fewer homes available to meet the needs of all renters. Overall, rents have been 

rising steadily in Idaho, even when accounting for inflation, leaving fewer affordable homes. While Idaho 

gained nearly 56,000 low or modest-income households since 1990, the state added less than 7,000 

affordable rental homes. 

Housing Affordability in Idaho, November 2018 

MA-20 HOUSING MARKET ANALYSIS: CONDITION OF HOUSING ς 91.210(A) 

IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ōŀǎƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ 

as for shelter from weather conditions and to offer a sense of personal security, privacy, and personal 

space. Good housing conditionǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ   

Housing is the key to reducing intergenerational poverty and increasing economic mobility. Research 

shows that increasing access to affordable housing is the most cost-effective strategy for reducing 

childhood poverty and increasing economic mobility in the United States. Stanford economist Raj Chetty 

found that children who moved to lower-poverty neighborhoods saw their earnings as adults increase by 

approximately 31%, an increased likelihood of living in better neighborhoods as adults, and a lowered 

likelihood of becoming a single parent. Moreover, children living in stable, affordable homes are more 

likely to thrive in school and have greater opportunities to learn inside and outside the classroom. 
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Increasing access to affordable housing bolsters economic growth. Research shows that the shortage of 

affordable housing costs the American economy about $2 trillion a year in lower wages and productivity. 

Without affordable housing, families have constrained opportunities to increase earnings, causing slower 

GDP growth. In fact, researchers estimate that the growth in GDP between 1964 and 2009 would have 

been 13.5% higher if families had better access to affordable housing. This would have led to a $1.7 

trillion increase in income or $8,775 in additional wages per worker. Moreover, each dollar invested in 

affordable housing boosts local economies by leveraging public and private resources to generate 

incomeτincluding resident earnings and additional local tax revenueτand supports job creation and 

retention. 

"The Problem," National Low Income Housing Alliance 

Housing Rehabilitation 

When low- to moderate-income families have a home that is unaffordable, the maintenance and upkeep 

on that housing units often is delayed or not addressed because of financial constraints.  Housing 

rehabilitation is critical to ensure that residents have a safe, healthy, and livable home 

environment.  5ƛƭŀǇƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ health.  Lack of air 

conditioning in the hot summer months has been linked to a sharp increase in cardiovascular 

events.  Mold, mildew, and other water leak issues often lead to asthma, headaches, and other serious 

conditions.    

Definitions 

The City of Meridian uses a Habitability Checklist developed in coordination by City of Meridian CDBG and 

Building staff for all Homeowner Repair projects.  This checklist addresses basic living requirements 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΦ  

The table below displays the number of housing units, by tenure, based on the number of "conditions" 

the unit has.    

Selected conditions are similar to housing problems in the Needs Assessment: (1) lacks complete 

plumbing facilities, (2) lacks complete kitchen facilities, (3) more than one person per room, and (4) cost 

burden greater than 30%. 

Condition of Units 

Condition of Units Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 

Number % Number % 

With one selected Condition 5,275 21% 3,230 41% 

With two selected Conditions 135 1% 240 3% 

With three selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0% 

With four selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0% 

No selected Conditions 19,890 79% 4,435 56% 
Total  25,300  101%  7,905  100%  

TABLE 32 - CONDITION OF UNITS 
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Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 

 
 

Year Unit Built 

Year Unit Built Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 

Number % Number % 

2000 or later 14,860 59% 3,495 44% 

1980-1999 8,495 34% 3,335 42% 

1950-1979 1,480 6% 1,000 13% 

Before 1950 465 2% 65 1% 
Total  25,300  101%  7,895  100%  

TABLE 33 ς YEAR UNIT BUILT 

Data Source: 2013-2017 CHAS 

 
 

Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard 
Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 

Number % Number % 

Total Number of Units Built Before 1980 1,945 8% 1,065 13% 

Housing Units build before 1980 with children present 5,600 22% 4,425 56% 
TABLE 34 ς RISK OF LEAD-BASED PAINT 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS (Total Units) 2013-2017 CHAS (Units with Children present) 

 
 

Vacant Units 

 Suitable for 
Rehabilitation 

Not Suitable for 
Rehabilitation 

Total 

Vacant Units 0 0 0 

Abandoned Vacant Units 0 0 0 

REO Properties 0 0 0 

Abandoned REO Properties 0 0 0 
TABLE 35 - VACANT UNITS 

Data Source: 2005-2009 CHAS 

 
 

Need for Owner and Rental Rehabilitation 

The Needs Assessment identified cost burden as the most common housing problem for Meridian low- and 

moderate-income residents. Over 8% of both owner-occupied homes and 13% of renter-occupied homes 

were built before 1980. This represents over 3,000 housing units within the City. 

As these homes continue to age, repair and maintenance costs also increase. Cost burden does not 

include the repair and maintenance cost of the home. Consequently, if families struggle financially, they 
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will defer maintenance of their homes, causing a future need for standard and emergency residential 

rehabilitation.  

The City does not collect data on abandoned vacant units or abandoned real estate-owned (REO) 

properties. 

Estimated Number of Housing Units Occupied by Low or Moderate Income Families with LBP 

Hazards 

Environmental lead is a toxic substance affecting the growth and development of up to one million U.S. 

preschool children today, with effects ranging from learning disabilities to death. High lead levels can 

cause many health problems by damaging the brain, nervous system, and kidneys. Lead poisoning can 

cause decreased intelligence, behavioral and speech problems, anemia, decreased muscle and bone 

growth, poor muscle coordination, and hearing damage. Lead exposures remain prevalent despite 

considerable knowledge and increased screening and intervention efforts. 

Increased lead exposure and increased body burden of lead remain a significant problem for children in 

the United States. Lead is an environmental toxicant that may cause adverse health effects to the 

nervous, hematopoietic, endocrine, renal, and reproductive systems. Lead exposure in young children is 

particularly hazardous because children absorb lead more readily than adults. Many children exposed to 

lead do not exhibit any signs of the disease. The child's signs or symptoms could be mistaken for other 

illnesses, and the child goes undiagnosed. The developing nervous system of children is particularly more 

susceptible to the effects of lead. The underdeveloped blood-brain barrier in young children increases the 

risk of lead entering the developing nervous system resulting in neurobehavioral disorders. Blood lead 

levels (BLLs) at any detectable level have been shown to cause behavioral and developmental disorders; 

therefore, no safe blood lead level in children has been identified. It is increasingly important for continued 

childhood lead poisoning prevention education and awareness.  

 

Lead-contaminated water, soil, and paint have been recognized as potential sources of children's lead 

exposure. Dust from deteriorating lead-based paint is considered the largest contributor to the lead 

problem. Until the 1950s, many homes were covered inside and out with leaded paints. Lead began to fall 

from favor in the 1950s but was still commonly used until it was banned in homes after 1977. 

Because of the long-term use of lead-based paints, many homes in the United States contain surfaces 

with paint, which is now peeling, chalking, flaking, or wearing away. The dust or paint chips contain high 

levels of lead that easily find ways into the mouths of young children. A particular problem has emerged 

due to many homes with lead-based paints, which are now undergoing renovations. Often the dust 

created by this work has high lead levels, which are readily absorbed by the children's developing bodies. 

Meridian has a small amount of housing built before 1980 that has the potential to be hazardous to 

children.  Meridian's housing growth happened almost entirely after 1980.  The City utilizes HUD CDBG 

funding for homeowner rehabilitation projects.  All projects follow the Lead-Based Paint Rule including 

disclosure, testing, and clearance. 
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Meridian has around 3,000 housing units that were constructed prior to 1980.  These housing units may 

have lead-based paint hazards that are harmful to the children living in them. 

Discussion 

The City does not currently have a complete inventory of vacant dwellings.  The HUD prepopulated fields 

for "vacant units" and "REO Properties" are blank because data is not available for the jurisdiction.   

MA-25 PUBLIC AND ASSISTED HOUSING ς 91.210(B) 

Boise/Ada County Housing Authority (BCACHA) owns, manages, and maintains 250 public housing units 

for low-income households.  BCACHA does not manage or administer any housing units within the City of 

Meridian. Information on BCACHA in this section helps to illuminate the choices that are available to 

Section 8 vouchers holders who may want to use BCACHA housing units and some programs.  However, 

this would require the participant to move outside of Meridian.  

¶ 160 units are for elderly/disabled (Low Rent Public Housing) 

¶ 80 units are HUD-assisted elderly/disabled (section 8 New Construction Program) 

¶ 10 units for families on scattered Sites (Low Rent Public Housing) 

¶ 187 market rate housing units 

¶ 4 units for Permanent Supportive Housing 

¶ 441 total owned units, all managed by BCACHA. 

The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program serves approximately 2,230 low- income households 

throughout Ada County (156 Meridian households). This program allows clients to choose affordable 

rental units that meet program requirements within Ada County. Once an affordable rental unit has been 

identified the household may pay a portion of the rent, based on income. BCACHA provides the Section 8 

rental subsidy portion to the landlord. 

Actions to address the needs of public housing include: 

¶ Opportunities for residents and community members to become involved with the development 

of policies, programs, and services regarding public housing. 

¶ Implement activities that recognize residents and community members as a positive resource for 

effective and responsible public housing. 

¶ Coordinator and catalyst in developing opportunities for public housing residentsτaimed at 

increasing economic and human potential. 

¶ Public housing residents assist in designing ACHA strategies, participate in on-site resident 

council/groups and activity committees, and increase communication of resources for residents. 

¶ BCACHA employs two full time Service Coordinators to assist residents in connecting with 

community services and programs to assist them in maintaining independent housing.  

BCACHA launched a Landlord Incentive Program aimed at increasing affordable housing options for 

voucher holders. The program resulted in housing an additional 56 households within 6 months. Staff also 
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conducted outreach to local landlords to develop and enhance relationships in order to increase the 

number of participating landlords.   

The BCACHA entered into a sub-recipient agreement with Ada County in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, to administer $12.7 million of the Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) to help Ada 

County residents pay rent and utility costs in order to maintain housing stability. As of January 31, 2022, 

the initial round of funding received for the program was 100% expended and resulted in serving 2,784 

households. BCACHA has received additional funding beyond the initial award and continues to support 

households who have been affected by the pandemic. Approximately 20% of assisted households were 

Meridian residents. 

Totals Number of Units 

Program Type 

 Certificate Mod-
Rehab 

Public 
Housing 

Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

 

Special Purpose Voucher 

Veterans 
Affairs 

Supportive 
Housing 

Family 
Unification 
Program 

Disabled 
*  

# of units 

vouchers 

available     10 763     0 56 0 

# of accessible 

units                   

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition 

TABLE 36 ς TOTAL NUMBER OF UNITS BY PROGRAM TYPE 

Data 
Source: 

PIC (PIH Information Center) 

 

Describe the number and physical condition of public housing units in the jurisdiction, including 

those that are participating in an approved Public Housing Agency Plan: 

BCACHA owns and manages two high-rise rental complexes and five scattered-site duplex public housing 

units in Ada County. No housing units are located in Meridian. 

Information is included for BCACHA units outside Meridian because some Section 8 voucher holders 

transition into public housing.  BCACHA also owns and manages a high-rise, Section 8 financed complex of 

80 one-bedroom apartments. All three high-rise complexes serve elderly and/or disabled residents. The 

ten units at the scattered-site duplexes serve families.  

Upgrades to the two high-rise apartments includes:  

¶ Elevator modernization  

¶ Upgraded windows and sliding glass doors on all floors  

¶ Upgraded shower stalls in most units  
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¶ Upgraded security system with additional lighting and cameras  

¶ Upgraded key fob system  

Describe the restoration and revitalization needs of public housing units in the jurisdiction: 

BCACHA continues to use capital funds to rehabilitate and modernize its public housing developments. 

This includes items identified in the Capital Fund Program-Five Year Action Plan:  

¶ Replace/repair water waste lines at Capitol and Franklin Plaza 

¶ Replace exterior entry doors 

¶ Replace common area lights to LED 

¶ Conduct 5 year Standpipe test 

¶ Conduct energy audit 

¶ Repair concrete sidewalks and driveways 

¶ Upgrade kitchen and bathroom 

¶ Replace carpet and vinyl 

¶ Finish interior garages 

¶ Other apartment renovations 

Describe the public housing agency's strategy for improving the living environment of low- and 

moderate-income families residing in public housing: 

Improving the living environment of public housing residents involves providing activities that are 

designed to benefit the individuals and families by addressing a wide range of issues faced by low- and 

moderate-income persons, from physical problems with their environment to social issues. 

It is a goal of the BCACHA to promote self-sufficiency and homeownership through the Family Self-

Sufficiency program (FSS). BCACHA continues to maintain community partnerships and outreach to 

families that may qualify for homeownership to achieve this goal. The FSS program enables voucher 

holders to reduce their dependency on rental subsidies and encourages homeownership. While 

participating in the FSS program, participants work closely with the FSS Coordinators to identify and set 

goals to achieve self-sufficiency. The supportive services available to program participants include job 

training, financial counseling, networking/connecting with housing providers. 

BCACHA actively marketed the Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) program to existing voucher holders through 

quarterly newsletters, attending the annual recertification meetings for voucher holders to explain the 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΦ I¦5 ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ./!/I!Ωǎ C{{ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳum of 42 families. 

BCACHA served a total of 95 families in 2021, 23 of them being new enrollments.  A few FSS successes 

include: 

¶ Quarterly workshops for all participants that included topics such as debt reduction, job search 

and training, budgeting, and homeownership; 
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¶ Graduation of 2 families from the program after working with them to increase their earned 

income.  

¶ The average amount of escrow that was disbursed to graduates was $5,932.  

¶ Out of the 95 families that were served, 51% have escrow balances that were accrued by 

increasing their earned income.  

Discussion: 

BCACHA continues to meet the needs of those most vulnerable in the community.  The City of Meridian 

and BCACHA work closely together on regional initiatives and to also ensure that BCACHA clients have 

access to the Meridian CDBG program.  In previous years, BCACHA helped to administer a CDBG 

Homeownership Program for the City 

MA-30 HOMELESS FACILITIES AND SERVICES ς 91.210(C) 

While many services are available in Boise, it is important to consider that the cost of transportation and 

the distance from Meridian make accessing services nearly impossible for many Meridian residents who are 

in crisis. Meridian lacks emergency shelter, transitional shelter, and permanent supportive housing within 

the City.  Households experiencing homeless often have to leave Meridian and their family, friends, and 

faith communities to access services in Boise - disconnecting them from their existing support network. 

Our Path Home 

Our Path Home is the Continuum of Care provider in Boise and Ada County. The City of Meridian 

participates as an active partner in the Continuum of Care.  Data from the Continuum of Care on the City 

of Meridian is unavailable for the number of persons experiencing homelessness and specific numbers of 

persons being assisted through program.  Information on the entirety of the Continuum of Care is 

provided in this section.   

Our Path Home has the capacity to serve approximately 1,100 households per year: roughly 500 that are 

experiencing homelessness are already in a supportive housing program and about 600 that are at-risk of 

experiencing homelessness.  

Particularly because of limited units affordable and accessible to households experiencing homelessness, 

many adult-only households and families with children languish on the Our Path Home CONNECT queue, 

sleeping in emergency shelter or on the street. 

About 305 of the 500 households Our Path Home provides supportive housing to each year are already in 

permanent supportive housing units; these units do not often experience turnover. Once a tenant is 

leased-up in a permanent supportive housing unit, Our Path Home carries the cost of on-going rental 

assistance and support services and, therefore, must expand program capacity to serve more households. 

The Scope of the Problem in Ada County 

About 300 families and 350 adult-only households are in the queue at any given time; however, we know 

the number of households experiencing homelessness is greater. 
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To best estimate that number, three data points are triangulated: 

Households Entering the System 

¶ In 2020, 695 households entered the system through Our Path Home CONNECT. 

People Active in Emergency Shelter 

¶ In 2020, 2,149 people (1,924 households) were active in our emergency shelters. 

Point in Time Count 

¶ Every year, Our Path Home conducts a one-night count of anyone we can find that is either 

accessing emergency shelter or spending the night on the street. Since 2009, this number is in 

the range of 675-875 people, from of low of 694 in 2013, to a high of 872 in 2010. In 2020, 647 

people were counted. 

The table "Facilities and Housing Targeted to Homeless Households" shows the availability of emergency 

shelter beds, transitional housing, and permanent supportive housing beds that are available in the 

Boise/Ada Continuum of Care.  There are no housing facilities available to homeless households in 

Meridian. 

Facilities and Housing Targeted to Homeless Households 

 Emergency Shelter Beds Transitional 
Housing Beds 

Permanent Supportive 
Housing Beds 

Year Round 
Beds 

(Current & 
New) 

Voucher / 
Seasonal / 
Overflow 

Beds 

Current & 
New 

Current & 
New 

Under 
Development 

Households with 

Adult(s) and Child(ren) 124 50 61 117 0 

Households with Only 

Adults 594 42 87 314 0 

Chronically Homeless 

Households 0 0 0 48 0 

Veterans 10 0 67 236 0 

Unaccompanied Youth 4 0 0 0 0 
TABLE 37 - FACILITIES AND HOUSING TARGETED TO HOMELESS HOUSEHOLDS 

Data Source 
Comments: 

This report is based on information provided to HUD by Continuums of Care in the 2021 Continuum of Care 

application and has not been independently verified by HUD. CoCs were instructed to collect data for a point-in-time 

during the last week of January 2021. The data presented in this report are limited to beds available for occupancy 

on the night of the count (beds under development are excluded). This data represent all resources available in the 

Boise/Ada County Continuum of Care.  The shelter beds are not available in Meridian and require residents to go to 

Boise for services. 
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2020 State of Homelessness in Idaho 

Idaho continues to be one of the fastest-growing states in the country. This growth has spurred 

tremendous economic development and a booming housing market. This environment has created great 

opportunities for some as well as great hardship for others. Affordable housing has become increasingly 

difficult to secure as rent rates continue to rise and rental vacancy rates reach virtually zero. Additionally, 

the COVID-19 pandemic triggered job loss and reduced wages, further adding to the housing instability of 

thousands of households throughout Idaho. Ultimately, homelessness is often the end result, and it does 

not happen by choice. 

Homelessness stems from a variety of factors; 

¶ Unemployment, 

¶ Unforeseen life changes, 

¶ Substance use, 

¶ Medical emergencies, 

¶ Domestic violence, or 

¶ Mental health issues. 

Often, it strikes the people you least expect. Housing instability is particularly challenging due to the 

limiting wage opportunity and other financial barriers caused by the pandemic. Nonprofits, community 

organizations, and response networks throughout Idaho continue to increase capacity, become more 

sophisticated, and collaborate in their efforts to provide housing and critical support services for the most 

disadvantaged among us.   

2020 State of Homelessness in Idaho, IHFA, 2020 
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Boise Ada County CoC 

Jessie Tree 

Jessie Tree leads the Treasure Valley on preventing eviction and homelessness by supporting our 

neighbors at risk of housing loss, empowering them to stay in their homes. 

Jessie Tree provides financial assistance coupled with case management to households at risk of eviction 

and homelessness who are unable to pay rent. Case management includes landlord mediation, budgeting 

help, and housing stability planning, while financial assistance catches people up on the rent that they 

owe. 

Jessie Tree also supports households in eviction court to keep them from getting an eviction on their 

record and stay out of homelessness. 

Terry Reilly Health Services 

Terry Reilly Health Services (TRHS) provides high-quality, accessible health care at a cost that is affordable 

to every family in the Treasure Valley. As a community health center, they serve Southwest Idaho with 

locations in Ada, Canyon, and Owyhee counties. Terry Reilly operates clinics with integrated medical, 

dental, behavioral health, and pharmacy services. This enables doctors, dentists, counselors, and 
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pharmacists to work together under one roof to provide the best care in a Patient Centered Medical 

Home. 

In 2020, Terry Reilly provided services in Ada, Canyon, and Owyhee counites to: 

¶ 2,690 homeless adults and children 

¶ 5,915 behavioral health patients 

¶ 730 women received prenatal care 

¶ 5,328 uninsured patients  

¶ 60,949 prescriptions were filled at TRHS Pharmacy 

TRHS Allumbaugh House 

Allumbaugh House provides access to medically monitored detoxification and mental health crisis 

services for residents of Ada, Boise, Valley and Elmore counties. The original partners for Allumbaugh 

House included the cities of Boise and Meridian, Ada County, Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, 

.ƻƛǎŜ /ƛǘȅκ!Řŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ {ŀƛƴǘ !ƭǇƘƻƴǎǳǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ  Terry Reilly 

contracts with these agencies to manage Allumbaugh House. 

In 2020, Terry Reilly reported 731 admissions for mental health & detoxification services at Allumbaugh 

House. 

TRHS Patient Navigator 

Patient Navigators are trained to assist with: 

¶ Apply for Medicaid, SNAP, ICCP, TAFI and other state programs 

¶ Evaluate and apply for social security benefits (SSI and SSDI) 

¶ Provide Medicare education and enrollment services 

¶ Connect clients to housing resources in Ada and Canyon County 

¶ Arrange transportation 

¶ Locate food pantries 

¶ Provide case management services 

¶ Make referrals to community partners on behalf of the patient for areas including legal 

assistance, employment, internet access, safety, etc. 
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²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ό²/!ύ provides safe housing for women in the Boise Metropolitan Area. 

WCA focuses on providing shelter and supportive services to individuals impacted by domestic violence 

and/or sexual assault. These services are provided at no-cost, and span a four-county service area 

representing 30 percent of the population of the state of Idaho. The WCA has been at the forefront of 

providing services to women, men and their children healing from domestic abuse and sexual assault.  

WCA in 2020 

¶ WCA experienced a 57% increase in the total number of calls to our 24-hour hotlines and 84% 

increase in the number of calls related to domestic abuse. 

¶ Client Advocates attended 1,374 full hearingsτa 7% increase over 2019 and the majority of those 

were done virtually from the WCA. 
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¶ 19 emergency intakes into shelterςmore than four times the number of that in 2019 and of similar 

years prior. This illustrates clearly that home is not safe for all. 

WCA provides services to residents in Meridian but does not have shelter space within the City.  The City 

of Meridian provides a secured outreach space at the Meridian Public Library to help residents connect 

with WCA services. 
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Idaho Youth Ranch - Hays House 

Idaho Youth Ranch is a non-profit 501(c)(3) agency that offers emergency shelter, residential care, youth 

and family therapy, job readiness training, adoption services, and more for kids and their families. They 

also operate a network of thrift stores that help fund their youth programs and services. 

Idaho Youth Ranch provides jobs for more than 400 Idahoans in communities across the state who staff 

our program operations, thrift stores, offices, and distribution centers. 

Idaho Youth Ranch Hays House is the Treasure Valley's only 24-hour shelter for runaway and homeless 

youth.  The Youth Ranch is located in Boise.  Services and referrals are also available to parents who need 

help addressing problems that disrupt a healthy home, including conflict, running away, homelessness, 

school problems, neglect or abandonment, poor communication, and illegal behavior.   

Hays House offers: 

¶ Respite care to give primary caregivers much needed relief and improve family stability. 

¶ Drop-in services so young people can stop in for safe place to get a warm shower, a hot meal, and 

more. 

Hays House gives kids a safe, supportive, caring, stable place to live while they help find their way 

forward. 

Support services include: 

¶ Life-skills classes 

¶ Family and InŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƭƛƴƛŎƛŀƴ 

¶ Structured educational support 

¶ Community-based recreation 

¶ Fun environment - complete with video games, arts and crafts, a live-in therapy dog, and more 

¶ Access to an accredited academic program for grades 9 to 12 that includes GED instruction and 

testing 

Safe Place 

Idaho Youth Ranch Hays House is a Safe Place. The Safe Place program is for young people in need of 

immediate help and safety. 

LŘŀƘƻ ¸ƻǳǘƘ wŀƴŎƘΩǎ {ŀŦŜ tƭŀŎŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ network of Safe Place programs in 40 states 

and the District of Columbia. Nearly 22,000 community businesses and organizations nationwide display 

the yellow Safe Place sign, making help readily available for youth. Safe Place locations include Idaho 

Youth Ranch Stores throughout the Treasure Valley and will soon be expanding to businesses & public 

places. 
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It is estimated over one million youth run away from home each year due to abuse, neglect, family 

conflicts, and other issues. The Safe Place program is an option for young people who feel they have 

nowhere to turn. In its last report in 2018, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness found that 

over 8,000 Idaho students were homeless. While most stay with friends or relatives or live-in motels, more 

than 400 were found to be unsheltered. 

The Safe Place program has helped more than 330,000 youth nationwide since its inception in 1983 and 

currently serves more than 1,478 communities across the country. 

National Safe Place Network also operates TXT 4 HELP, a 24/7 text-for-support service for youth in crisis. 

¢ŜŜƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎŀŦŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ пI9[t όппортύ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

the closest Safe Place location and the number for the local youth shelter. Users also have the option to 

text interactively with a mental health professional for more help. 

Interfaith Sanctuary Shelter 

Interfaith Sanctuary Shelter is home with a warm meal and a safe place to lay your head for all genders, 

races, religions, and sexual orientation.  Services are provided in Boise.  Access to these services would 

require a Meridian resident to travel into Boise. 

Interfaith Sanctuary offers services to a wide sector of those experiencing homelessness, including two-

parent intact families, single father families, and single mother families with a male child over age 12 who 

are not eligible for emergency shelter services at any other location in Boise.  At other shelters in the 

Treasure Valley males over the age of 12 are not able to stay with females, so these families would risk 

being separated if they were not able to access Interfaith Sanctuary. 

While the target population is men, women, and families who are homeless, other underserved 

populations are represented in this group including victims of domestic abuse, persons with mental 

and/or physical illness, veterans, persons with substance use issues, and those facing 

under/unemployment. 

Daytime programming includes: 

¶ Family Daytime Programs -  Family case management, medical and mental health support, 

transportation, special kids' activities, group, and one on one support for preschool children. 

¶ Project Recovery - Home to guests seeking recovery and supported through a partnership with 

Recovery 4 Life, a local behavioral health organization, to ensure Interfaith Sanctuary guests 

receive access to services and treatment that allows them to stay on a road to recovery. 

¶ Project Well Being ς Mental Health support, art therapy, fitness, meditation, counseling, med 

management and home to the homeless newspaper ά²ƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘέΦ 

¶ City of Boise Work Program ς Employs guests to help maintain Boise city and parks. 

¶ Doug Richards Cooking School - a Food Service Training Program to get guests back to work in the 

Food Service Industry 
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Describe mainstream services, such as health, mental health, and employment services to the 
extent those services are use to complement services targeted to homeless persons 

All local emergency homeless shelters refer families to CATCH of Ada County, including the Salvation 

Army Family Shelter, WCA, Interfaith Sanctuary, Boise Rescue Mission, and the City Light Home for 

Women and Children. Additionally, the West Ada School District refers families they have identified as 

homeless. 

Coordinated Entry 

/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ 9ƴǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ άŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ Ƙǳōέ Ŧor ending homelessness, triaging situations and navigating people 

to resources that lead to safe, stable and healthy housing. It all starts with Coordinated Entry. CATCH 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ hǳǊ tŀǘƘ IƻƳŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘΣ !Řŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ 9ƴǘǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳύ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀting Access 

tƻƛƴǘ ό/ŀƴȅƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ 9ƴǘǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳύΦ 

Our Path Home Connect reported the following for Ada County? In 2020: 

¶ 689 households were served.   

¶ 247 households with children and 442 adult-only households completed housing planning 

sessions.  

¶ 52 households with children and 70 adult-only households were referred to housing 

interventions.  

¶ 165 households with children and 176 adult-only households reported resolving their own 

housing crisis without assistance from service providers.  

The Linda Fund 

Early into implementing Our Path Home Connect, CATCH recognized an unmet need for resources 

available to adult only households. CATCH launched The Linda Fund in November 2017 to serve as a 

resource for households whose only barrier to escaping homelessness was having enough money saved 

up to be able to afford the deposit and first month of rent. This program removes the final barrier to 

housing by helping cover the cost of the deposit and/or first month of rent.  

In 2020, CATCH housed 101 families under the Linda Fund in Ada County.  

¶ Of those 101 households, eighteen were families with children under the age of 18 and 83 were 

adult-only households.  

¶ hƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ϷмΣомл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ 

homelessness.  

Rapid Rehousing 

CATCH offers housing placement, rental assistance, case management, financial independence education, 

and CATCH Match through Rapid Rehousing programs in Ada and Canyon Counties. 

In 2021, CATCH offered services under the Rapid Rehousing program to 150 families in Ada County.   
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Of those 150 families: 

¶ 47 signed a lease and moved into new housing,  

¶ 47 successfully graduated from the program and remain stably housed,  

¶ 8 were unable to sustain their housing beyond the support of CATCH of Ada County. 

List and describe services and facilities that meet the needs of homeless persons, particularly 
chronically homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their families, 
and unaccompanied youth. If the services and facilities are listed on screen SP-40 Institutional 
Delivery Structure or screen MA-35 Special Needs Facilities and Services, describe how these 
facilities and services specifically address the needs of these populations. 

El-Ada Community Action Partnership 

The Supportive Services for Veteran Families provides a range of supportive services designed to promote 

housing stability for eligible very low-income Veteran families. Through the SSVF Program, El-Ada 

provides outreach, case management services and assists participants in obtaining VA benefits and other 

public benefits. 

Limited temporary financial assistance is available to enrolled Veteran families participating in case 

management, and may include: partial or full month rent assistance; one time rent or utility deposit 

assistance; rental application fee assistance; and/or bus passes for their housing search. 

In 2021, El-Ada assisted:  

¶ 117 Veteran households 

¶ 84% of Veteran households in El-Ada's SSVF program exited into permanent housing 

Supportive Housing and Innovative Partnerships (SHIP) 

SHIP provides gender-specific safe and sober housing for persons in recovery from substance use and 

mental health issues.  They provide support for Idaho's veterans and persons in recovery. 

¶ SHIP has partnered with the VA to provide housing to homeless veterans through the Safe Harbor 

and Grant Per Diem programs. 

¶ Offenders currently living in a correctional facility can have their applications processed within 

two weeks of a tentative parole date. 

Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing 

The Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) Program provides rental assistance to homeless 

Veterans and their families in combination with case management and clinical services through the 

Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) of Boise. 

The Boise VA screens applicants for program eligibility and service needs.  To be eligible the veteran must 

be homeless, qualify for VA healthcare benefits, and agree to case management services. If eligible, they 
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are referred to Boise/Ada County Housing Authority for rental assistance.  BCACHA determines eligibility 

for rental assistance in accordance with HUD-VASH regulations.   

Coordinated Housing and Individualized Services (CHOIS) 

The Coordinated Housing Options and Individualized Services (CHOIS) program provides rental assistance 

and case management services to homeless and disabled individuals and families. The program is funded 

by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and operated by BCACHA in collaboration 

with several community agencies. Participants pay 30% of their income towards rent and utilities and 

receive on-going supportive services.  Applicants for the CHOIS program must be referred to the program 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !Řŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ 9ƴǘǊȅ {ȅǎǘŜƳΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άhǳǊ tŀǘƘ IƻƳŜΦέ 

Violence Against Women Transitional Housing Program 

The Transitional Housing program is a federally funded grant provided by the Office on Violence Against 

Women (OVW).  It is designed to provide temporary housing for victims of domestic violence, sexual 

assault, and/or stalking and administered locally by BCACHA. The program also provides services to 

participants which may include case management, mental health counseling, transportation, and support 

groups. These services are provided under a contact by a local service provider.  Survivors of domestic 

and/or sexual violence, dating violence, or stalking and are fleeing an abusive relationship are eligible to 

receive assistance through this program. 

MA-35 SPECIAL NEEDS FACILITIES AND SERVICES ς 91.210(D) 

Everyone needs safe, decent, stable housing.  For some of the most vulnerable people in America τ 

people with mental illness, chronic health conditions, histories of trauma, and other struggles τ a home 

helps them to get adequate treatment and start on the path toward recovery.  But some conditions make 

it difficult for people to maintain a stable home without additional help.  Supportive housing, a highly 

effective strategy that combines affordable housing with intensive coordinated services, can provide that 

needed assistance. 

A broad body of research shows that supportive housing effectively helps people with disabilities 

maintain stable housing.  People in supportive housing use costly systems like emergency health services 

less frequently and are less likely to be incarcerated.  Supportive housing can aid people with disabilities 

in getting better health care, help seniors trying to stay in the community as they age, and support 

families trying to keep their children out of foster care. 

Supportive housing is a highly effective strategy that combines affordable housing with intensive 

coordinated services to help people struggling with chronic physical and mental health issues maintain 

stable housing and receive appropriate health care. 

Permanence and affordability. Tenants generally pay no more than 30 percent of their income for rent. 

They have the same rights and responsibilities as other renters, such as having the lease in their name 

and the right to privacy in their unit. 
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Integration. Individuals and families are able to live independently in apartments or single-family homes in 

residential neighborhoods. Tenants in supportive housing should have access to public transportation, 

grocery stores, parks, and other neighborhood amenities common to all other residents. Less accessible 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎΩ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΥ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ 

instance, they may stop using the services. 

Emphasis on choice. {ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜǎ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ƛƴ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛons and the 

services they receive. For instance, tenants can generally come and go as they please and have control 

over their daily schedule, like mealtimes and visitors. They also can direct the types of services they 

receive and the goals they set with the service provider. 

Low barriers to entry. Supportive housing providers do not require clients to hit benchmarks before 

moving into housing or put other screening barriers in the way. Blanket bans on people with criminal 

histories or bad credit, for example, or requirements to meet goals, like employment or completing a 

course of treatment, before entering supportive housing would screen out the very people supportive 

housing aims to help.  Individuals and families are able to live independently in apartments or single-

family homes in residential neighborhoods.  

"Supportive Housing Helps Vulnerable People Live and Thrive in the Community" Center on Budget and 

Policy Priorities, May 31, 2016 

 

Including the elderly, frail elderly, persons with disabilities (mental, physical, developmental), 
persons with alcohol or other drug addictions, persons with HIV/AIDS and their families, public 
housing residents and any other categories the jurisdiction may specify, and describe their 
supportive housing needs 

Meridian generally lack supportive housing supports for vulnerable residents.  Permanent supportive 

housing is available in the neighboring communities. 

Prisoner Reentry 

The first year after release is a critical period during which released prisoners are most susceptible to 

reoffending, emphasizing the importance of post-release supervision. 

Post-release supervision typically serves two primary functions with regard to preventing such recidivism: 

1. Promoting the successful reintegration of prisoners back into society; and 

2. Monitoring released prisoners for public safety purposes. 

Idaho Community Corrections embraces both roles, using individual support and community programs 

and services to promote successful reintegration into the community, and employing 

supervision functions to ensure that. released prisoners are maintaining a drug- and crime-free lifestyle. 

"Prisoner Reentry in Idaho", The Urban Institute, 2004 
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Reentry is the release planning process all offenders will go through including the continuation of services 

from the Institution to the community. The goal of reentry is to increase public safety and reduce 

ǊŜŎƛŘƛǾƛǎƳ ōȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǎǘ Ŧƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

prioritized provision and coordination of services necessary to facilitate a seamless transition of an 

offender from an Institution to the community. This process starts when the individual enters the 

Institution and continues when they are released into the community. 

Release planning includes several aspects such as treatment, housing, supervision, employment, education, 

healthcare, and other services. .ȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ Ǌƛǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƛŘƛǾƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŀ 

comprehensive transition plan will be developed. By assessing each individuŀƭΩǎ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

establishing services based on identified needs, those with the highest risk will receive the highest level of 

services. Establishing services to address the offender's identified needs in the community is a 

collaborative effort between state and local agencies. 

Reentry Services, Idaho Department of Correction 

Local services providers in Meridian report that it is extremely challenging for persons who are being 

released from prison/jail or who have a criminal background to find housing. 

 

Supportive Housing Helps People with Disabilities Live Stably in the Community 

In studies conducted of this population, at least 75 percent of homeless people with mental illness or 

other serious disabilities (including those who have been homeless for long periods) who entered 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΩǎ ŜƴŘ όǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ му ǘƻ нп ƳƻƴǘƘǎύΦ 

Few studies have followed tenants for much longer, of those that have, at least half of the tenants stayed 

for as long as five years. 

Supportive housing achieves much better housing stability than case management without rental 

assistance. Tenant housing stability in supportive housing is similar to stability in more segregated 

housing and service models like group homes and nursing homes, but tenants highly prefer supportive 

housing. The success seems to hold for a range of disabilities τ people with physical disabilities or 

chronic illnesses such as HIV/AIDS fare well in supportive housing, as do people with severe mental illness 

or substance use disorders. 

People with disabilities who lived in supportive housing after release from jail or prison were 61 percent 

less likely to be re-incarcerated one year later than those not offered supportive housing. People with 

mental health disorders and other severe disabilities are also more likely than others to be incarcerated 

or to enter long-term health care institutions like nursing homes or psychiatric hospitals, or to cycle 

between institutionalization and homelessness. Many studies show that supportive housing successfully 

interrupts this cycle τ people with histories of incarceration or institutionalization significantly reduce 

their use of those systems after moving into supportive housing.  

Most studies recruit people from homeless shelters or off the streets, but a few small studies use 

supportive housing to help people move out of nursing homes or other institutions. One such study found 
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that a group in supportive housing recruited from psychiatric hospitals moved quickly out of the 

institutions and avoided subsequent homelessness, while a group without supportive housing exited 

institutions much more slowly and experienced more homelessness two years later. 

The research on supportive housing designed to move people with disabilities directly out of jails or 

prisons is limited to a few studies, most of which are case studies. One of the most recent and well-

designed tracked 121 participants who lived in supportive housing after release and 118 who did not. 

Those in supportive housing were 43 percent less likely to be rearrested on misdemeanor charges 

(though there was no difference in the likelihood of felony arrests), and were 61 percent less likely to be 

re-incarcerated one year later. 

Supportive Housing Helps Vulnerable People Live and Thrive in the Community, Center on Budget and 

Policy Priorities, May 31, 2016 

AARP Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities (NAFSC) 

Like many cities across the country, Meridian is experiencing a demographic shift: since 2010, the median 

age has increased from 32 to 36, and the population of Meridian residents aged 65 or older has increased 

from 8.9% to 12.8%. Ensuring that our community is livable for residents of all ages is more important 

than ever. With this objective in mind, the City officially joined the AARP Network of Age-Friendly States 

and Communities (NAFSC) in May 2021, thereby gaining access to online informational resources provided 

by AARP, as well as best practices from other communities all across the country who are committed to 

making their areas more livable and age- friendly for people of all stages. 

Cities that join the NAFSC participate in a structured, multi-year process of assessment, goal-setting, and 

action plan implementation, with the overall aim of improving their livability for residents. In 2021, City 

staff worked with AARP Idaho and Vitruvian Planning to create an initial assessment for the City of 

Meridian. 

The City is using this assessment as a roadmap for a Livability Working Group, which will consist of key 

stakeholders whose insights and recommendations will help steer the process and lead to the creation of 

a livability action plan. 

Describe programs for ensuring that persons returning from mental and physical health 

institutions receive appropriate supportive housing 

Our Path Home, the local continuum of care provider for Ada County, works with a variety of community 

partners to help ensure that persons who are returning from mental and physical health institutions 

receive appropriate supportive housing.  St. Luke's Health System and St. Alphonsus Health System are 

both partners with Our Path Home.  They work with the other partners within the Continuum of Care to 

help ensure that resources are available to patients when they discharge from their services. 

Our Path Home partners include; 

211 Idaho Care Line A Body Mind and Wellness 
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Access Behavioral Health 
Ada County Indigent Services 
Ada County Paramedics 
Ada County Sheriff's Office 
CATCH 
Catholic Charities 
Corpus Christi 
Division of Behavioral Health, Idaho 
Department of Health and Welfare 
Ed-Ada Community Action Partnership 
Head Start 
Human Supports of Idaho 
Idaho Youth Ranch 
Interfaith Sanctuary 

Intermountain Fair Housing Council 
Jesse Tree of Idaho 
Life's Kitchen 
Pathways Community Crisis Center of 
Idaho 
Recovery 4 Life 
ReStore Missions 
Terry Reilly Health Services 
Next Steps Idaho, Idaho State Board of 
Education 
Veterans Affairs - Boise Healthcare 
System 
West Ada School District 
Women's and Children's Alliance 

 

Specify the activities that the jurisdiction plans to undertake during the next year to address the 

housing and supportive services needs identified in accordance with 91.215(e) with respect to 

persons who are not homeless but have other special needs. Link to one-year goals. 91.315(e) 

The non-homeless special needs populations in Meridian have a wide range of service needs, including 

transitional housing, supportive housing, accessible housing, counseling, case management, 

transportation to healthcare facilities, and employment.  All special needs populations require special 

consideration. While many persons within the special needs populations do not rely on governmental 

assistance, some do.  

Meridian does not have emergency shelter beds or a domestic violence shelter.  Many residents need to 

travel to neighboring cities such as Boise to get their services met.  Additionally, Meridian lacks 

transitional housing facilities. 

There is a strong demand for more special needs housing and assistance to help non-homeless special 

needs populations stay in stable environments.  These residents are often low- and moderate-income 

persons or are experiencing homelessness.  Additionally, many of these residents fall within two or more 

special needs categories, such as being elderly and having a physical disability.   

The City is not a participating jurisdiction receiving HUD HOME funding.  While there is a great need for 

supportive housing in Meridian, the City's CDBG allocation is not designed to support the building of new 

housing or supportive housing projects.  The City is limited to clearance and acquisition as an eligible 

project; and is not a housing developer.   

Additionally, tenant-based rental assistance programs that are often used to help support individuals with 

supportive housing options is also not allowable as a HUD CDBG project.   

For entitlement/consortia grantees: Specify the activities that the jurisdiction plans to undertake 
during the next year to address the housing and supportive services needs identified in accordance 
with 91.215(e) with respect to persons who are not homeless but have other special needs. Link to 
one-year goals. (91.220(2)) 
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The City of Meridian focuses Community Development Block Grant funding on helping low- to moderate-

income residents gain and maintain access to affordable housing options.  The City's support housing 

through it's Homeowner Repair Program and Homebuyer Assistance Program.   

Supportive services are provided through Boys and Girls Club, Meridian Senior Center, and Emergency 

Rental Assistance.  

MA-40 BARRIERS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING ς 91.210(E) 

Negative Effects of Public Policies on Affordable Housing and Residential Investment 

Since 1990, Meridian has experienced exponential growth, becoming the second largest city in Idaho and 

one of the top ten fastest growing cities in the nation. Due to the desirability of the area, population 

growth will continue. Over the last 20 years, property in and around Meridian has changed from primarily 

agricultural and single-family residential to include a more diverse mix of residential types and 

commercial and industrial uses. That trend will continue as land traditionally used for agriculture develops 

at urban intensities. However, the foremost goals will remain to grow the city as a premier place to live, 

work, and play. 

The City of Meridian desires, over time, all development within its Area of City Impact to be served with 

urban services from the City of Meridian. Such services primarily include sanitary sewer, water, reclaimed 

water, fire, police, and parks. Secondarily, the City considers the availability and capacity of the school 

system, transportation facilities, libraries, and storm water facilities in any review of development within 

the AOCI. All requests for annexation into the City limits will require that the owner extend City-owned 

services at the time of development. 

The importance of cooperating with Ada County and neighboring cities is imperative to successful long-

term land use, transportation, and utility planning. There are very significant financial and quality-of-life 

implications for not doing so. As such, the City of Meridian is committed to fulfilling the terms of its Area 

of City Impact Agreement with Ada County and coordinating with adjacent service providers. 

Meridian aims to guide growth in a way that efficiently expands infrastructure and services to support 

sustainable growth patterns. 

Residential Land Use 

The purpose of this designation is to provide for a variety of housing types and densities varying from 

large estate or semi-rural lots to multi-family homes. In all cases, urban services such as sewer, water, 

parks, and emergency services should be provided.  

The Comprehensive Plan encourages a variety of product types and lot sizes within every 

neighborhood. Gross residential densities are rounded to the nearest whole number. At the discretion of 

City Council, areas with a Residential Comprehensive Plan designation may request an office use if the 

property only has frontage on an arterial street or section line road and is two acres or less in size.  
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Housing 

Opportunities for housing should be available for all income groups with a diverse mix including rural, 

modular, townhouses, apartments, workforce housing, large lot subdivision, and single-family homes 

ranging in size from one-bedroom to estate homes. A premier community needs a good cross-section of 

housing and therefore must guard against an abundance of subdivisions in similar and repetitive 

densities, appearances, and price ranges. Neighborhoods should also enhance and retain livability and 

value through innovatively designed amenities, pathways, public spaces, gathering spaces, and elements 

that promote social interaction and provide the city with a sustainable tax base. High-density housing 

must be strategically located to public transportation, community services, and employment areas. 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƴŜǿ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ 

ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘΣ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ character and charm. 

¦ƴǘƛƭ нлмпΣ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀŎƘŜŘ 

single-family suburban-style developments. Increasingly, however, higher density housing is being 

constructed throughout the community, particularly near employment areas, major roadways, and 

regional attractions. 

The City realizes that the baby boomer generation is aging and creating an increased demand for 55-plus-

age non-single-family detached dwellings. Coupled with the fact that more young adults are waiting 

longer to have children and may not want large homes on large lots, this necessitates providing more 

ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ άŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜέ 

within existing neighborhoods. Many will seek residential accommodations to suit their emerging health 

and mobility needs. However, there will also be a growing demand for highly specialized senior living 

facilities within the community. 

Meridian Comprehensive Plan, City of Meridian Idaho 

Policy Priorities 

The City of Meridian is consistently working to reverse any negative effects of public policies on 

affordable housing and residential investment.  The Comprehensive Plan outlines specific policy priorities 

to be addressed and improved upon to help the City of Meridian best serve its residents. 

The Meridian Comprehensive Plan, Policy Priorities include; 

¶ Consider developing new subarea plans as appropriate for areas with unique characteristics, 

public/private partnerships in place, and that are compatible with Comprehensive Plan policies in 

order to provide additional guidance on future land uses, design, infrastructure, and amenities.  

¶ Develop incentives for appropriate investment in strategic growth areas; discourage development 

outside of established growth areas. 

¶ Improve the neighborhood meeting and public notice process. 

¶ Evaluate comprehensive impacts of growth and consider City Master Plans and Strategic Plans in 

all land use decisions (e.g., traffic impacts, school enrollment, and parks). 
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¶ Coordinate with the City of Nampa, Canyon County, Star, Eagle, Kuna, Boise, and Ada County on 

land use, transportation, and emergency services. 

¶ Utilize preferred methods of communication with citizens and engage their input on public 

facilities planning, construction, and funding. 

¶ Maintain an efficient and fair system of fees and development requirements that assesses the 

costs and benefits of financing public facilities and services, the need for which is generated by 

new development. 

¶ Require urban infrastructure be provided for all new developments, including curb and gutter, 

sidewalks, water and sewer utilities. 

¶ Encourage infill development. 

¶ Ensure a variety and balance of land uses within the Area of City Impact. 

By working through each of these initiatives, the City will improve residential investment and access to 

affordable housing. 
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MA-45 NON-HOUSING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ASSETS ς 91.215 (F) 

Economic Trends and Population and Household Trends 

Ada County, ID Economic Trends and Population and Household Trends Ada County is the predominant county in the Boise City metropolitan 

statistical area (MSA). As of December 1, 2021, the population of Ada County was estimated at 517,200, reflecting an average annual increase of 

12,950, or 2.8% percent, since 2015. By comparison, the population increased at an average annual rate of 2.0% percent, or 8,150, from 2010 to 

2015. The number of households increased by an average of 4,300 annually, or 2.5%, since 2010, to 198,500.  

Economic conditions in the MSA and Ada County are currently strong and payrolls and resident employment have recovered from the significant 

disruption in early 2020 caused by actions taken to contain the spread of COVID-19. During the 3 months ending (TME) November 2021, nonfarm 

payroll in the MSA increased by 7,700, or 2.2%, to 356,500, more than compensating for the loss of 2,100 jobs, or 0.6% a year prior. Current 

payrolls are 1.6% higher than payrolls during the TME November 2019 before the pandemic.  

Resident employment in Ada County averaged 254,000 during the TME November 2021, up by 7,375 jobs, or 3.0% from a year ago, and compared 

with the loss of 3,750 jobs, or 1.5% a year before. The current level of resident employment is 1.4% higher than during the TME November 2019. 

The unemployment rate averaged 1.9% during the TME November 2021, down from 4.8% a year earlier. 

Market at a Glance - Ada County, HUD Office of Policy Development and Research, May 24, 2022 

Economic Development Market Analysis 

Business Activity 

Business by Sector Number of Workers Number of Jobs Share of Workers 
% 

Share of Jobs 
% 

Jobs less workers 
% 

Agriculture, Mining, Oil & Gas Extraction 333 44 1 0 -1 

Arts, Entertainment, Accommodations 4,251 6,365 13 16 3 

Construction 2,668 4,101 8 10 2 

Education and Health Care Services 6,730 7,285 20 19 -1 

Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 2,573 4,118 8 11 3 

Information 636 755 2 2 0 
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Business by Sector Number of Workers Number of Jobs Share of Workers 
% 

Share of Jobs 
% 

Jobs less workers 
% 

Manufacturing 3,348 1,200 10 3 -7 

Other Services 1,135 888 3 2 -1 

Professional, Scientific, Management Services 3,501 4,028 10 10 0 

Public Administration 0 0 0 0 0 

Retail Trade 5,152 7,553 15 19 4 

Transportation and Warehousing 1,343 1,078 4 3 -1 

Wholesale Trade 2,012 1,790 6 5 -1 

Total 33,682 39,205 -- -- -- 
TABLE 38 - BUSINESS ACTIVITY 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS (Workers), 2017 Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics (Jobs) 
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Labor Force 

Total Population in the Civilian Labor Force 44,880 

Civilian Employed Population 16 years and 

over 43,380 

Unemployment Rate 3.33 

Unemployment Rate for Ages 16-24 10.28 

Unemployment Rate for Ages 25-65 1.81 
TABLE 39 - LABOR FORCE 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 

 

Occupations by Sector Number of People 

Management, business and financial 11,650 

Farming, fisheries and forestry occupations 2,135 

Service 4,305 

Sales and office 12,030 

Construction, extraction, maintenance and 

repair 2,545 

Production, transportation and material 

moving 1,645 
TABLE 40 ς OCCUPATIONS BY SECTOR 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 

 

Travel Time 

Travel Time Number Percentage 

< 30 Minutes 28,750 73% 

30-59 Minutes 9,925 25% 

60 or More Minutes 980 2% 
Total  39,655  100%  

TABLE 41 - TRAVEL TIME 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 

 

Education: 

Educational Attainment by Employment Status (Population 16 and Older) 

Educational Attainment In Labor Force  

Civilian Employed Unemployed Not in Labor Force 

Less than high school graduate 1,120 65 530 

High school graduate (includes 

equivalency) 7,620 220 3,195 
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Educational Attainment In Labor Force  

Civilian Employed Unemployed Not in Labor Force 

Some college or Associate's degree 14,010 365 3,790 

Bachelor's degree or higher 14,520 225 2,370 
TABLE 42 - EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 

 

Educational Attainment by Age 

 Age 

18ς24 yrs 25ς34 yrs 35ς44 yrs 45ς65 yrs 65+ yrs 

Less than 9th grade 65 135 50 315 210 

9th to 12th grade, no diploma 565 535 260 420 675 

High school graduate, GED, or 

alternative 2,275 2,855 2,095 6,090 3,550 

Some college, no degree 2,370 3,070 2,890 7,110 3,035 

Associate's degree 585 1,095 1,590 2,430 795 

Bachelor's degree 555 3,365 4,405 4,530 1,930 

Graduate or professional degree 40 1,075 1,680 2,070 880 
TABLE 43 - EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY AGE 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 

 

Educational Attainment ς Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months 

Educational Attainment Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months 

Less than high school graduate 22,650 

High school graduate (includes equivalency) 30,305 

Some college or Associate's degree 37,065 

Bachelor's degree 47,655 

Graduate or professional degree 83,180 
TABLE 44 ς MEDIAN EARNINGS IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS 

Data Source: 2013-2017 ACS 

 

Based on the Business Activity table above, what are the major employment sectors within your 

jurisdiction? 

The major employment sectors in Meridian are; 

¶ Advanced manufacturing,  

¶ Health care and ancillary industries,  

¶ Technology, and  

¶ Professional services.   
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The City of Meridian, Department of Economic Development has a job growth plan to help encourage the 

growth of these key established sectors. 

A Strong Medical Core 

!ƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳΣ .ƭǳŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΣ LŘŀƘƻ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ hǎǘŜƻǇŀǘƘƛŎ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ and 

LŘŀƘƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

commitment to growing innovators in health, research and technology.  There is a need for health care 

professionals at all education and experience levels in Meridian to help support future growth. 

Professional Offices and Retail 

With more than 16 million square feet of commercial real estate, Meridian offers spaces to suit any 

business operation. Class A office and medical buildings, manufacturing facilities and industrial parks, 

ōǳǎǘƭƛƴƎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

community.  The continued growth within this sector requires an increase in employees ready to adapt to 

a changing business world and with skills to meet market demands.  Opportunities exist for entry level 

positions. 

Built for Business, Designed for Living, City of Meridian, Economic Development Department 

Boise Valley Economic Partnership (BVEP) 

BVEP offers free, customized, confidential services and site location assistance to businesses and 

entrepreneurs interested in relocating, starting up, or expanding in the Boise Valley.  They provide 

regional data on some of the largest employers in Meridian and the Boise MSA. 

St. Luke's 

Idaho-based, not-for-profit health system 

6,000-6,999 Employees 

Micron Semiconductor 

Manufacturing and technology 

5,000-5,999 Employees 

St. Alphonsus  

A four-hospital regional, faith-based Catholic ministry providing award winning cardiac care, ER, urgent 

care, women's health, orthopedic care and clinics. 

5,000-5,999 Employees 

Citi 

The Boise/Meridian site is a strategic site for Citigroup, with multiple lines of business located on campus. 

Citi has approximately 200 million customer accounts and does business in more than 160 countries and 

jurisdictions. Citi provides consumers, corporations, governments and institutions with a broad range of 

financial products and services, including consumer banking and credit, corporate and investment 
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banking, securities brokerage, transaction services, and wealth management. 

500-900 Employees 

Describe the workforce and infrastructure needs of the business community: 

Meridian continues have population growth at a steady pace.  This population growth, coupled with an 

expanding healthcare and technology sector, will create demand for jobs at every skill level.   

Occupations in Demand 

LŘŀƘƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǊΩǎ Lƴ 5ŜƳŀƴŘ hŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻƻƭ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ Ƨƻōǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ LŘŀƘƻ 

by education requirement and industry. The tool describes the projected growth within a particular field 

by 2030. For unskilled and skilled labor, requiring no more than a high school diploma, construction, 

health care, and sales jobs will increase dramatically over the next decade. 

¶ 61.8% anticipated growth rate for carpenters. Projected growth of 3,736 jobs. 

¶ 35.1% anticipated growth rate for construction laborers. Project growth of 2,014 jobs. 

¶ 20.0% anticipated growth rate for office clerks. Projected growth of 1,767 jobs. 

¶ 20.9% anticipated growth rate for home health and personal care aides. Projected growth of 

1,681 jobs. 

Idaho Department of Labor, Occupations in Demand Tool 

Describe any major changes that may have an economic impact, such as planned local or regional 

public or private sector investments or initiatives that have affected or may affect job and business 

growth opportunities during the planning period. Describe any needs for workforce development, 

business support or infrastructure these changes may create. 

Meridian Opportunity Zone 

Private investment vehicles called Opportunity Funds that place 90 percent or more of their funds into an 

Opportunity Zone can earn tax relief on the capital gains generated through those investments. Tax 

benefits increase the longer investments are in place. Investors benefit from deferred capital gains taxes, 

capital gains tax reductions, appreciation exclusions. 

The Meridian Opportunity Zone contains strong and emerging central markets for industrial companies, 

health science and higher education organizations, regional transit groups, small businesses, and housing. 

It is seen by the city as the key to connecting consumers, commuters and workers living across the 

Treasure Valley. The tract has convenient freeway access, well-built local roads and an active rail corridor 

boasting a strong infrastructural advantage in creating long-term opportunities for profitable investment, 

innovation and growth. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴ 

Medical Center, Idaho Urologic Institute, Idaho State University and the Idaho College of Osteopathic 

Medicine, this area is slated for future health science and technology clustering. The corridor creates a 

clear need and opportunity for a specialized and highly-skilled workforce. 
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Meridian Idaho Opportunity Zone, Idaho Commerce 

Tax Credit Incentives 

Idaho has a strong approach to helping encourage the growth of local businesses and the relocation of 

businesses to the area.  These programs have made a significant impact in the economic growth of the 

region. 

Tax Reimbursement Incentive (TRI) 

Companies creating new, high-wage jobs in Idaho can receive up to a 30% reimbursement on sales, 

payroll and corporate income taxes for up to 15 years. Companies must pay wages above the county 

average and create at least 50 new jobs in an urban area or 20 new jobs in a rural area. 

Idaho Business Advantage 

The Idaho Business Advantage incentive package offers an array of tax credits, sales-tax rebates, and 

property tax exemptions. To be eligible, businesses must invest $500,000 or more in new facilities and 

create 10 or more new jobs with salaries averaging $40,000 a year with benefits. 

Workforce Development Training Fund 

Companies that invest in training a talented team in Idaho are eligible to receive funds to develop their 

employees. 

Idaho Opportunity Fund 

The Idaho Opportunity Fund awards capital to communities seeking improvements to public 

infrastructure with the goal of attracting or retaining businesses. This fund is managed by the Director of 

Idaho Commerce. 

3% Investment Tax Credit 

Companies that invest in depreciable, tangible, personal property used in Idaho can earn a 3% income tax 

credit to offset up to 50% of tax liability and can carry the credit forward up to 14 years. 

Idaho Power New Construction and Major Renovations Program 

Idaho Power offers a handful of incentives and resources to support businesses conducting new 

construction, major renovations, retrofits, custom projects, industrial training and more. 

How do the skills and education of the current workforce correspond to employment 

opportunities in the jurisdiction? 

The City of Meridian has an economic development strategy that evaluated whether the skills and 

education of the workforce met the needs for employers.  While the ά! CƛǾŜ-Year Economic Development 

{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴέ was commissioned in 2014, most of the analysis remains true today; there is a 

great need for a more skilled and educated workforce to help support the growth of Meridian over the 

next decade. 

Workforce Limitations 
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Whether created locally or recruited, businesses and industry representatives noted, during the listening 

session for the economic development strategy, the need for a more skilled workforce or for better 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ άǊŜǎƪƛƭƭƛƴƎέ ƻǊ άǳǇ-ǎƪƛƭƭƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜΦ This need was particularly acute among 

agribusinesses. Businesses noted both in-person and via survey that there are opportunities to improve 

education-industry collaboration. 

Growth within State Impacts Talent Pool 

Much oŦ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ b² ¦{Φ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ 

aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ competitors however, get most of their growth from either natural birth (Salt Lake City) or 

international migration (Seattle, Portland). The impacts of this for Meridian and Idaho is that unlike the 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ aŜǊƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ LŘŀƘƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

NW, and consequently, their labor force skills are weak ς ŘǳŜ ǘƻ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ǇƻƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ 

levels and poorly funded workforce programs.  

The άCƛǾŜ-Year Economic Development Strategy for Meridianέ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƛȄ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

consulting team felt would help bolster the economy in Meridian.  The first recommendation was to take 

steps to improve the workforce.  The assessment was that talent and innovative ecosystem cultivation 

was critical.  The City was encouraged to leverage education business collaborations, talent development, 

and entrepreneurship to establish a foundation for making Meridian a capital for high-end research & 

commercialization activity. 

A Five-Year Economic Development Strategy for Meridian, Pegasus Planning and Development, 2014 

Describe any current workforce training initiatives, including those supported by Workforce 

Investment Boards, community colleges and other organizations. Describe how these efforts will 

support the jurisdiction's Consolidated Plan. 

The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) is a federally funded program that establishes the 

Workforce Development System and provides funding to support training and employment services for 

adults, dislocated workers and low-income, out-of-school youth. 

The Workforce Development System is comprised of a statewide Governor's Workforce Development 

Council, a single state planning region, and numerous state and local employment and training 

organizations that work in partnership to bring services to Idaho students, job seekers and business 

customers. 

 

Services provided may include: 

¶ Receive financial assistance for short-term training. 

¶ Receive supportive assistance (for example, required work clothing, textbooks, etc.). 

¶ Attend training on job readiness, resume preparation and mock interview support. 

¶ Match with employers who are hiring skilled workers. 
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¶ Find potential on-the-job training opportunities. 

The Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC) is a federal tax credit available to employers for hiring 

individuals from certain target groups who have consistently faced significant barriers to employment. 

Targeted hiring groups in Idaho: 

¶ Veteran receiving food stamps 

¶ Unemployed veteran 

¶ Disabled veteran  

¶ Long-term Temporary Assistance for Needy Families recipients  

¶ Temporary Assistance for Needy Families recipients 

¶ Food stamp recipients  

¶ Vocational rehabilitation referrals  

¶ Ex-felons  

¶ Supplemental security income recipients (SSI)  

¶ Long-Term unemployment recipients 

Does your jurisdiction participate in a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS)? 

No 

If so, what economic development initiatives are you undertaking that may be coordinated with 

the Consolidated Plan? If not, describe other local/regional plans or initiatives that impact 

economic growth. 

Ada County does not have an Economic Development District, nor a Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy (CEDS) as outlined by the US Department of Commerce. 

Discussion 

Migration Trends 

The relative affordability of housing in the Boise HMA has enticed jobseekers and retirees for decades, 

although the disparity in housing costs has shrunk in recent years. Net in-migration to the HMA in 2019 

was highest from the Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA metropolitan area, where the average sales 

price of a home was 2.6 times greater than in the Boise HMA, compared with 3.1 times higher in 2014. If 

the current trajectory holds, the relative affordability of the HMA will diminish, which could slow net in-

migration to the HMA. 

Comprehensive Market Analysis, Boise City Idaho, HUD Office of Policy Development and Research, 

December 1, 2020 

The continued outward migration of people from California, Oregon, and Washington will have 

pronounced impact in Meridian over the coming decades.  It is difficult to anticipate how greatly this will 
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affect the lives of low- to moderate-income Meridian residents as the cost-of-living increases, housing 

prices continue to climb, and rapid growth impacts established families and communities 

Idaho State University - Meridian Campus 

Idaho State University is a public research-based institution that advances scholarly and creative 

endeavors through academic instruction and the creation of new knowledge, research, and artistic works. 

ISU provides leadership in the health professions, biomedical, and pharmaceutical sciences, as well as 

serving the region and the nation through delivery of preeminent technical, undergraduate, graduate, 

professional, and interdisciplinary education. The University fosters a culture of diversity and engages and 

impacts communities through partnerships and services. 

The ISU-Meridian Health Science Center, which spans four acres, houses nine distance-learning 

classrooms, the L.S. Skaggs Pharmacy Complex; Counseling and Speech and Language clinics; and human 

patient simulation and clinical/medical science laboratories. The Delta Dental of Idaho Dental Residency 

Clinic which opened in 2011, provides advanced training for dentists and treatment for underserved 

patients. 

Unique to ISU-Meridian is its partnership with West Ada School District, whose administrative offices and 

Renaissance Magnet High School are adjacent to the University. Renaissance students interested in 

careers in medical sciences and research will have the opportunity to use ISU laboratories and resources. 

ISU-Meridian serves as the higher education anchor of THE CORE, an 1,800-acre business enterprise 

corridor with public and private partners committed to building the economy through innovations in 

health, research and technology. 
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